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PREFACE. 


Whatever  are  the  conclusions  to  wliich  o  lurs 
may  arrive,  as  rala'cs  to  ptibiishing  the  life  of  their 
friends;  or  th«  views  of  iho^c  who  are  favored  with 
ihe  Book  wfeen  cc  m,)'eted,  il  most  assure  dly  appears^ 
10  us  a  w-mk  of  vasi  importance.  A  task  in  whicli 
a  perso^i  with  but  very  humble  ahi  ities,  can  but  ft-ei 
(  rnbarr  isse.j  ;  knovving  thai  all  such  wriiings  have 
to  the  scruufiv  of  impanidl  an<i  discriini  aiins; 
piiblic.  Aifd  as  men  are  hi  id  in  different  positions 
by  iheir  feilow-men  v^hile  on  the  eirth  they  dvv,eil  ; 
even  so  will  their  lives  bn  viewed,  afier  ihey  are 
gone  to  that  bowne  from  v.  hence  no  traveller  c  n 
rt^urn  I"  As  such  is  the  case,  thii  subj?»ct  will  a[ - 
Vf  ar  iii  dilTrrciii  aepecis  to  t}-o::e  to  w  hDin  it  may 
ihid  its  way  ;  and  v.h  le  some  may  be  pleased  a:  d 
fancy  the  narrative  cr^rect,  others  v.  ill  no  dotbi 
cojit^mplble  a  vast  airo  int  of  inju  lice  has  been 
done.  As  to  ;hai  I  can  but  say, if  the  Servian's  of  {h  i 
Lord  coidd  not  satisfy  all  while  ihoy  lived,  vve  cai.^ 
expect  to  do  it,  in  selling  forih  thtu  lives  af'vr 
death. 

When  the  woik  was  assigned  by  the  Coriference 
to  U3,  of  writing  the  alemoirs  of  the  k?c  Dakdridoe. 
Fatette  Davis  and  David  Cjnvou,  we  honied  that 
we  might  find  60:20  M^S.  of  the  fjnner  whkh 
wouid  brighten  our  mcmcry  in  setting  for;h  the  truii  ; 
aud  publishing  iheif  lives  to  the  world.  But  to  our 
great  surprise,  we  have  not  any  t)  which  we  eai 
ref^r,  bu»  a  few  corufDanicati  )os  whi:h  we  jece've-d. 
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We  ihen  ?.r.iitipatecl  that  from  his  parcr.ts  and 
surviving  re!ati»es,  we  might  glean  considerable  to 
facilitate  our  arduous  task  ;  but  have  only  a  few  facts 
from  ihfm,  and  the  reason  for  ibis  is,  he  had  in 
}iis  religious  career,  been  away  fiom  the  hoiTiC  of 
his  parents  End  relatives.  As  we  have  therefore,  to 
depend  chieSy  on  memoiizing  wiihoiit  any  manu- 
script from  either,  vre  find  it  ic  be  an  undtr:ak:ng  cf 
no  sraali  moment. 

And  sithoi^gh  v  e  can  safely  say,  that  t- rouL:h  iho 
period  of  orr  acqnaintance  with  them,  that  we  have 
from  time  to  iifr.a  been  favored  with  a  trne  and  fiiU 
p.ccr-Uiit  cf  their  lives;  yei  it  is  wiih  great  difficulty 
ilna,  we  can  fo  present  it  inierestirg  as  it  shenld,  or 
V  c  desire  to  see  it.  Our  object  then  will  be  to  pre- 
sent the  iruih  in  its  simple  style,  and  steer  clear  of 
ficlicD,  and  give  the  Gvents  as  we  Lest  can  coileci 
ihen  in  their  order. 

We  do  n')t  piesum.e  in  ofTfring  these  Mem,oirs  to 
present  them  without  human  errors  and  weakness, 
fcr  it  will  be  remiemibered  that  it  is  human  to  or," 
and  if  we  felt  ot-rself  obligated  to^  the  world,  to 
present  a  perfect  work  of  their  religious  conduct 
without  human  imperfections,  we  would  desist,  and 
hide  our  many  hour's  labor  and  meditation  where,  hu- 
man eye  could  never  gaze  upon  it.  But  this  is  not 
the  case  ;  for  while  the  wise  and  great  are  able  to 
detect  the  errors  which  may  appear,  yet,  in  their 
Icarnirg  and  greamess,  they  have  at  times  to  com- 
pl  i.i  of  their  weakness,  and  thereby  can  easily 
make  allowance  for  oihers  noi  so  well  prepared,  and 
yet  willing  to  cast  theii  rcite  in  the  scale  of  liierary 
impprovement,  and  consider  the  faul  s  which  may 
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appear  as  lo  manner  or  style  in  a  great  degree  from 
the  way  the  author  has  had  lo  proceed.  And  where 
any  imperfections  may  arise  from  our  remarks,  we 
hope  they  will  be  considered  of  the  head  and  not  of 
the  heart. 

Wiih  a  great  desire  for  the  general  spread  of  the 
Redeemer's  Kingdom,  and  hat  some  little  g(od  at 
least,  may  attend  our  efforts  in  presenting  ihis  little 
Book.  We  trust  we  have  submitted  ourselves  fo  the 
work  with  an  eye  single  to  the  giory  oi  God  and 
the  prosperity  of  Zion, 

Your  humble  servant, 

Pittsburgh,  1849.  A.  R.  GREEN. 


MEMOIK 

OF  Tf3E 

R  C  V .  D  .  F  .4  \  E  1  1  F  D  A  V  I  ^  . 

CHAPTER  T. 
His  Par €71  f age  and  Birth. 

D.  Fayette  Davis,  son  of  George  and  Sarair 
Davis,  was  born  in  Augusta  co.  Va.  Apii!  1, 1807 

His  Parents  emigrated  to  Kentucky  in  his  in- 
fancy, and  little  Fayette  soon  associated  hii^- 
self  with  those  who  took  pleasure  in  unrigh- 
teousness and  loved  the  path  that  lead  to  des- 
truction, he  followed  the!?'  example,  and  being 
of  a  lively  disposition,  he  soon  found  himself 
entirely  drawn  after  the  \  ices  of  the  day  I  His 
father  was  a  w^orldly-minded  man,  and,  or  course 
could  only  guard  against  outbreaking  conduct  in 
the  cl  ild ;  and  if  by  chance,  he  would  advi^^e, 
the  necessary  examples  of  Christianity  ivas  not 
to  be  seen,  to  move  upon  the  heart,  and  win  tlie 
affections  of  a  wandering  son.  His  mother  wa5 
a  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  a  zealous  and 
warm-hearted  follower  of  the  Savior ;  and  was^ 
from  the  first  recollections  of  her  son  Fayette. 

As  he  began  to  grow  up  in  years,  he  desired  a 
more  extensive  field  for  his  wicked  pleasuies 
and  sinful  amusements ;  to  avoid  the  inspection 
of  a  fond  mother — to  escape  the  notice  of  her 
eye — to  hide  from  the  censure  which  bis  con- 
duct if  visible  to  a  Christian  mother  would  de- 
serve, to  ease  his  conscience  of  the  effects  of  a 
mother's  prayers  and  tears  to  God  for  an  ungod- 
ly fatlier  and  son;  to  make  a  greater  progress 
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on  the  way  to  the  place  of  weeping  and  wailing; 
like  the  prodigal  son  he  gathers  all  together  and 
takes  a  journey  from  his  father's  house  to  live 
amonsT  strans:ers  ;  althouorh  his  father  was  well 
situxted  and  owned  a  good  farm  in  Bourbon  Co., 
Ky.    The  field  was  not  large  enough  for  a  son 
\vhose  mind  was  set  on  the  pleasures  of  sin  I 
\Ve  now  behold  the  youth  with  aged  sinners  as- 
sociated to  find  out  all  the  degths  of  vice.  And 
as  he  was  affable  in  his  manners,  he  was  soon 
found  in  the  field  surrounded  with  old  and  young 
— with  rapid  strides  progressing  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  sin ;  and  the  pleasure  which  he  left 
home  to  seek.    The  hand  gf  friendship  offered 
him  by  the  aged  musicians,  to  instruct  hini  to 
play  the  violin,  and  lead  in  the  army  of  SatSfn  ! 
See,  the  youch  readily  engaged — the  violin  be- 
comes his  delight,  and  presently  crowds  of  all 
ages,  classes,  and  colors,  rich  and  poor,  bond 
and  free,  are  following  in  the  wke  after  Davis  ; 
charmed  with  the  rnusic,  and  delighted  with  the 
youth  !    The  fame  that  he  bore  was  well  calcu- 
lated to  engross  his  mind,  and  we  see  him  at 
length  throw  oflf  all  restraints ;  and  from  the  set- 
ting to  the  rising  of  the  swnhis  hours  are  spent  ih 
playing  the  violin,  and  making  music  for  others 
to  dance  their  souls  to  ruin  and  hopeless  des- 
pair !    From  this  the  door  is  opened  to  the  vice 
of  gambling,  and  soon  he  is  seen  with  aged 
^finners  following  hard  to  learn  to  play  cards, 
Khat  he  mi^ht  be  prepared  to  satisfy  his  mind 


8 


in  the  practice  that  his  associates  delighted 
in,  and  to  aid  him  to  secure  means  for  his  ex- 
travagance, as  he  felt  his  desires|  increasing  for 
pleasm'e.  In  this  he  made  rapid  progress,  and 
soon  he  was  seen  with  his  cards  and  master  (asr 
we  may  term  it)  of  that  art  of  destruction,  and 
present  and  eternal  ruin  of  many  thousands  of 
promising  youths,  as  well  as  aged  men.  His 
proficiency  in  those  engagements,  soon  made  him 
the  idol  of  all  that  class  of  community. 

No  longer  could  he  stay  at  the  place  where  he 
first  engaged  to  labor.  No  longer  can  his  feet 
carry  him  to  the  place  of  mirth  and  vanity  ,  but 
he  purchased  a  horse,  bridle  and  saddle,  to  ride 
to  serve  his  master  Satan!  Far  and  near  the 
name  of  little  Davis  was  sounding.  His  youth- 
ful appearance,  the  lively  air,  the  charming  mu- 
sic, engrossed  his  mind,  thus  night  after  night 
was  spent  in  sin  and  folly.  Fathers  bending 
over  their  staffs,  and  mothers  bowled  down  with 
age,  with  their  offspring  in  this  way  spending 
their  hours  of  rest — neglecting  their  soul's  sal- 
vation, and  leading  their  children  down  to  eter- 
nal despair  !  The  impression  which  had  been 
made  upon  his  tender  mind  by  the  tears  and  pray- 
ers of  an  affectionate  mother,  by  this  time  was 
well  nigh  shaken  off,  and  only  now  and  then 
apparently,  w^as  the  voice  of  a  mother's  prayers 
tho'tupon;and  that  in  the  hours  of  reflection  when 
apart  from  the  busy  multitude.  The  shield  of 
protection  which  had  been  thrown  around  him 
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by  these  prayers  and  tears  was  laid  aside.  The 
tears  of  a  mother  forgotten,  only  when  by  some 
invisible  voice  his  mind  was  driven  back  to  the 
altar  where  often  a  fond  mother  had  offered  up 
to  her  heavenly  Father  her  little  son  Fayette, 
and  prayed  that  he  might  go  with  her  to  heaven! 
To  drive  away  the  impressions  tjiat  stole  upon 
him,  he  would  seek  his  wicked  associates  and 
engage  in  their  sinful  pleasures,  to  ease  that  troi5- 
bled  spirit,  thus  followed  by  the  prayers  of  a  ten- 
der mother. 

CHAPTER  IL 
His  early  awahming  and  Conviction. 

While  yet  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord  aroused  him  to  a  sense  of  his  danger ! 
death  and  judgment  with  all  its  horrors,  was 
brought  to  his  view.  In  the  merry  dance  the 
conviction  forced  upon  his  conscience  !  And 
oh !  what  aw^ful  feelings  rolled  across  his  mind, 
while  retiring  from  the  place  of  sin  and  folly  ! 
The  night  was  spent  in  restlessness,  and  the  light 
of  the  morning  desired  to  drive  away  the  im- 
pressions which  reflection  and  meditation,  aided 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  made  upon  the  heart  of  the 
youth,  to  convince  him  of  sin,  of  righteousness, 
and  of  a  judgment  to  come.  Early  was  the  ene- 
my in  the  field  to  sow^  the  evil  seed;  and  presents 
the  glory  and  the  pleasure  of  thi5  world  to  the 
view ;  but  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lifts  up  a  stan- 
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dard  against  him ;  and  ere  he  immerged  out  of 
youth,  he  turned  his  feet  to  the  testimonies  of 
the  Lord,  and  sought  that  pardon  which  had  so 
often  been  offered,  and  as  often  refused.  After 
having  spent  a  night  in  frantic  mirth,  as  he  was 
returning  to  his  dwelli-ng,  it  aj^eared  to  him  that 
lie  had  done  sg^  bad his  conduct  ha-d  been  so 
offensive  to  that  Savior  who  died  to  save  sinners, 
that  he  was  surely  given  over ;  and  as  the  Lord 
said,  My  Spirit  shall  not  alw^ays  strive  with 
man,  but  I  will  give  him  over  to  a  hardness  of 
heart  and  reprobacy  of  mind,  that  he  may  be- 
lieve a  Ire  rather  than  the  truth,  that  he  might  be 
damned/' 

This  rested  on  his  mind,  and  he  thought  sure- 
ly he  would  be  seized  as  prey  for  destruction, 
ere  he  reached  his  home !  The  sufferings  of 
Christ  pressed  upon  him  !  The  prayers  and 
tears  of  a  fond  mother  now  crowded  into  his 
mind.  The  sins  of  his  youtli  stared  him  in  the 
face.  His  guilty  conscience  accusing  him  fou 
having  Avandered  so  far  from  God^  and  the  aw- 
ful punishment  v/liich  awaited  a  sinner  in  an 
eternal  world,  so  aroused  him,  that  lie  felt  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  promise  to  that  Savior,  w^ho 
go  often  be  had  sliglited  and  rejected  !  And  with 
trembling  lips,  aching  heart,  throbing  breast  and 
flowing  eyes ;  he  raised  his  eyes  toward  heaven! 
he  called  upon  God  to  aid  him!  And  with 
tremblinor  voice,  as  he  crossed  the  field  leadin^^ 
to  his  home,  he  said,     if  God  will  help  me  I 
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will  never  pla^  the  violin,  join  in  ganiMing,.  nm^ 
follow  ift.  the  paths  of  sin  any  longer!  Thi^ 
niglit  ends  my  folly,  if  the  ^  Lord  will  stand  by 
me/'  He  moved  on  to  the  house  with  rapid 
strides,  and  soon  found  himself  safe  seated  once 
more;  and  not  sv/ept  from  the  earth  by  tJie  judg- 
ment of  an  incensed  Jehovah  ! 

His  hours  passed  sla^^y  aivay,-  and  early  in 
the  morning  he  left  his  bed-,  and  thought  per- 
haps,, the  glaom  which  overspread  his  mind 
w^ould  dispel  as  the  night  had  passed  and  gone; 
but  the  arrow  of  the  Almighty  was  deep,  and 
the  brightness  of  the  Sun  cauld  not  erase  it ! 
He  thought  what  shall  I  do?  my  violin  I  wont 
play  it,  cant  I  put  it  by?  This  was  a  trial,  one 
thought  was  to  put  it  careiiilly  away,  and  it 
would  do  no  harm,  for  he  would  not  use  it  any 
more.  Another  was  to  destroy  it,  foi'  it*  it  had 
caused  him  so  much  pain  of  mind  already,-  there 
could  be  no  advantage  in  keeping  it.  Another 
thought  v/as,  that  it  was  wortli  considerable,  and 
he  had  bought  it,,  and  had  better  sell  it,  as  many 
would  desire  to  own  it, 

hi  this  way  was  his  mind  wonderfully  exer- 
ci-sed  for  that  daj^,  and  knew  not  in  what  way  to 
decide.  At  length  he  became  seriously  engaged 
on  the  best  course  to  pursue^  as  he  had  been  se- 
cretly acting  in  the  whole  affair.  And  truly  it 
was  a  trying  time,  no  doubt  for  a  youthful  mind 
to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions,  without  the  kind 
admonitions  of  Christian  friends  or  any  one  to 
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guide  him.  The  question  may  perhaps  arise  in 
tlie  mind  of  the  reader,  Where  was  his  prajang 
mother  at  this  time,  that  she  did  not  take  the 
prodigal  son  to  the  arms  of  her  affection,  and 
by  Iier  godly  counsel,  help  him  to  decide  for  God 
and  heaven ! 

It  will  be  remembered  that  it  has  been  stated 
he  left  his  father^"",  bouse  amid  the  tears  of  a  kind 
mother,  and  went  miles  away  to  have  a  full 
scope  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin!-  This, 
reader,  is  (lie  reason  he  was  not  aided  by  his 
praj^ing  mother,  in  tiie  time  of  his  great  sus- 
pense  !  Eat  we  would  observe  that  there  is  not 
a  doubt,  but  what  the  angel  who  called  him  on 
that  evening  as  he  returned  from  his  frantic  mirth, 
was  sent  in  ansv/er  to  the  prayer  of  that  praying 
mother,  who,  low  bowed  before  her  Savior,  at 
that  lonely  hour,  had  pierced  the  court  of  glory! 
entered  the  ear  of  her  Master  with  her  groans, 
for  that  roaming  youth — caused  the  Advocate  to 
interceed  for  the  guilty  rebel !  and  in  answer  to 
prayer,  the  Holy  Spirit^  pierced  his  guilty  con- 
science, and  exhibited  to  him  the  exceeding  sin- 
fulness of  sin. 

And  although  far  from  the  hearing  of  a  moth- 
er's kind  admonitions,  and  out  of  sight  of  her 
tears ;  yet  with  the  Poet,  we  must  say 

Bat  soiTieUii'ig  yet  cap  do  the  deed, 

And  that  blept  soructhiiig  much  I  lieed  ; 
Thy  Spirit cau  frrni  dross  refiae, 

And  meit  and  change  thi>3  heart  of  mine.*' 

It  is  a  great  blessing  to  have  praying  parents, 
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and  many  who  don't  feel  it  as  they  ought  now, 
will  in  a  coming  day.  The  Lord  help  all  par- 
ents to  offer  up  'Ferventjfaithful  prayers'  for  their 
children,  ^for  they  avail  much  with  God.^  And 
even  should  they  not  be  answered  while  we  live, 
and  not  be  blessed  to  enjoy  their  company  in  the 
sanctuary  on  eartb,  perhaps  at  the  open  grave,  or 
as  they  pass  and  look  upon  the  green  grass  which 
sweetly  folds  its  leaves  over  our  mouldering 
clay,  the  Lord  may  send  his  Holy  Spirit  and 
knock  at  the  door^  the  consent  may  be  given  to 
become  a  Christian  in  that  hour,  and  the  child 
may  finally  be  brought  to  set  down  with  us  in  the 
sanctuary  above,  where  all  will  be  better  pre- 
pared to  enjoy  each  other's  company. 

We  now  come  to  the  subject  again,  and  it  has 
been  obsen^ed,  he  had  several  thoughts,  as  to 
the  best  way  to  act  in  the  matter.  He  thought 
at  last,  that  if  it  was  not  suitable  for  me  now,  it 
wont  be  again,  therefore  it  is  no  use  to  put  it  a- 
way ;  and  if  it  is  not  fit  for  me  to  use,  I  dont 
want  to  sell  to  any  person  for  them  to  use  ;  so  I 
will  put  it  out  of  the  way,  and  neither  keep  it 
nor  sell  it,  so  saying  he  destroyed  it  entirely;  and 
removed  the  cause  which  might  occasion  him  at 
some  period  to  fall  from  his  resolution  never 
to  play  it  again.'' 

This  w^as  a  decision  in  the  youth,  well  worthy 
of  example  by  many  of  more  riper  years.  Had 
the  enemy  prevailed,  as  no  doubt,  he  was  enga- 
g;od  in  the  plan  of  laying  it  carefully  away  (for 
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the  Apostle  says  Your  enemy  goeth  about  as 
a  roaring  lion" )  and  in  a  time  of  weakness  might 
be  influenced  by  the  love  of  music  or  of  money, 
to  br^ak  bis  voav.  And  having  it  in  a  place 
v/here  he  could  easily  obtain  it,  his  CLmpanions 
would  have  a  good  opportunity  of  persuading 
him  to  take  a  great  reward,  and  enter  th©  field 
Gnce  more. 

As  many  promising  converts  have  been  entire- 
ly ruined  by  parlj  ing  with  the  tempter,  and  not 
giving  up  their  goods  at  once:  njaking  a  full  ven- 
due and  selling  all  that  we  are  commanded  to 
part  from,  and  buy  the  pearl  of  great  price. 

All  tliis  l^eingdone  in  a  secret  manner,  as  wo 
have  observed-,  now  the  work  was  about  to  be 
commenced*  With  a  full  determination  to  v.  itl>- 
5tand  all  that  his  ungodly  associates  could  say  or 
do,  he  fixed  his  mind  never  to  turn  back  ! 

He  had  never  yci  disclosed  to  man  his  inten- 
tions,— none  but  the  Court  above  has  received 
the  intelligence.  The  sadness  of  his  counlenance 
at  len2;th  aroused  the  thouahts  of  his  friends,  and 
they  inquired  to  learn  the  cause.  He  stated 
that  at  first  he  felt  ashamed  to  tell  them,  but  in  a 
moment  he  reflected,  I  have  promised  God  to  do 
belter,  and  shall  I  now  deny  it?  He  told 
them  that  lie  had  not  felt  v/ell,  and  he  was  going 
to  live  another  v/ay  while  he  lij^^ed. 

This  was  astonishing  to  them,  as  they  knew 
that  a  few  nights  before  he  had  been  engaged  in 
the  pleasures  of  siru    They  (bought  he  was  only 
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alarmed  at  that  time,  and  he  would  get  over  it, 
or  get  well  of  those  feelings,  and  be  the  same 
©avis.''  But  he  thought  not,  and  declared  then, 
that  whilst  he  lived  he  was  done  with  those 
things. 

They  persevered  in  their  inquiries,  and  wish- 
ed to  know  the  reason  for  such  a  change,  which 
was  given,  He  had  run  in  sin  long  enough," 
they  give  him  up,  but  expected  soon  to  hear  the 
voice  of  the  young  musician  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening,  but  no  voice  is  heard, — they  secretly 
sought  to  find  out  where  the  youth  had  deposited 
liis  instrument  of  music,  but  no  traces  could  be 
found  to  lead  io  the  spot  After  a  failure  in  ev- 
ery efforts,  they  determined  to  ask  him  what  he 
had  done  with  it?  To  wWch  he  deliberately 
replied,     I  have  destroyed  it." 

This  was  indubitable  evidence  of  his  deter- 
mination. News  goes  out  that  Davis  is  not  go- 
ing to  enjoy  any  more  pleasure  ;  but  nothing 
moves  him.  The  language  of  his  soul  is  well 
described  in  the  following  lines  ; 

**Tiie  sorrows  ef  my  soul,  v  -..^ 

.  -Great  God,  to  thee  is  known  I 

And  trouble  deep  dotli  roll ! 
Therefore  to  thee  I  groan 
To  be  redeemed  from  a!l  my  ehis  ; 
And  then  my  soul  with  joy  shall  sing  I" 

He  mw  commet^ces  to  exercise  his  niiitd  in 
prayer,  for  forgiveness  of  the  many  sins  be  had 
committed  against  God.  Now  comes  the  trying 
jtime:    The  crowd  who  used  to  associate  with 
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bim,  began  to  perceive  that  from  appearance, 
they  would  lose  their  leader,  unless  a  powerful 
effort  was  made,  no  doubt,  Satan  engaged  with 
men  to  prevent  him  performing  the  vow  which 
he  made  to  the  Most. High!  Great  promises  were 
made  to  D.,  to  draw  his  mind  away  from  the 
gloom  so  visibly  exhibited  to  all  around  him; 
tliis  not  proving  effectual,  the  reproaches  of  an 
unfriendly  world  w^as  then  levelled  against  him, 
to  drive  him  from  his  promises  of  serving  the 
Lord! 

However,  the  oppositions,  instead  of  driving 
him  back,  caused  him  to  cleave  to  the  Savior  as 
the  only  source  of  good  ;  and  increased  his  de- 
sires to  fly  from  the  pending  storm  of  wrath  he 
saw  hanging  over  his  guilty  soul.  While  in  the 
silent  watches  of  the  night,  instead  of  leading  in 
the  vanities  of  those  around  him,  the  lansruaofe 
of  his  heart  v>^as,  Lord  save  a  trembling  sin- 
ner.^' His  conviction  increased  till  night  and 
day  was  spent  in  deep  distress,  for  having  sinned 
away  so  many  years,  and  grieved  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, and  forced  it  oft  to  depart !  ISo  longer  is  the 
voice  of  Davis  heard  in  the  crowd  of  merry 
youth  ;  no  longer  is  the  voice  of  music  heard 
from  the  hands  of  the  rudy  youth;  no  longer  was 
the  secret  places  of  revelry  cheered  by  his  pres- 
ence ;  or  his  associates  prompt  by  his  example  to 
immerge  any  further  in  the  way  to  death  !  And 
as  the  name  of  a  Methodist  was  considered  ap- 
probious  to  any,  and  especially  to  youtlis,  the 
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the  news  spread  that  Davis  tva$  turnit^  a 
Methodist  His  companions  in  sin  began  to 
watch  him,  to  try  to  get  advantage  and  discour- 
age iiim.  The  finger  gf  derision  is  pointed; 
the  hiss  of  contempt  as  he  walks  abroad  among 
those  who  previously  appeared  his  best  friends  ! 
The  temptation  of  the  enemy  of  souls,  to  fright 
him  from  his  good  desires  ;  the  flesh  complair^- 
ing,  My  tears  have  been  my  sorrowful  meat 
day  and  night.''  With  Paul,  he  cries  out,  O 
y/retched  rnan  that  I  am,  who  shall  deliver  me 
from  this  body  of  death?"  He  now  begins  to 
seek  the  company  of  those  he  had  long  slighted  ; 
the  followers  of  the  Savior ;  to  inquire  of  the 
daughters  of  Zioja,  Saw  ye  him  whom  my 
€oul  desireth  to  sefe  ?" 

No  long  persuasion  was  needful  to  infiuence 
the  Church  or  the  humble  Christian  to  their  du- 
ty, of  aiding  the  weary  v/anderer  to  the  gat'cs  of 
Zion.  Good  Samaritan  like,  they  took  him  by 
the  hand  and  led  a  returning  prodigal  to  the 
throne  of  grace.  What  a  change  now^?  Fathers 
and  Mothers  in  Israel  are  engaged  arduously  for 
the  salvation  of  Davis.  As  he  passes  the  crov/d 
they  try  to  scoff  him  back,  ^but  like  a  Jamb  for  the 
slaughter'  he  passes  along)  'and  opens  hot  his 
mouth;'  his  only  cry  is,  Where  is  my  soul'^s 
desire,  the  Lamb  who  died  for  me.'^  The  pro- 
gress was  but  small  he  made  in  the  work ;  and 
the  more  he  prayed  the  more  be  felt  the  exceed- 
ing sinfuluesg  of  sin ;  his  guilt  appeared  inpre 
and  more  to  hx^  vision,  till  waa  compelled  in 
2 
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view  of  his  wretchedness,  to  say 

**  Bu'  drops  of  griet  can  n^'er  repaf, 
The  debt  of  love  1  owe  ; 

Here,  Lord,  I  give  myself  away, 
*Tis  all  that  I  can  do." 


CHAPTER  III. 

His  happy  Conversion  and  Progress  in  Re- 
ligion, 

His  faith  increased,  iiope  revived,  and  instant- 
ly joy  sprang  up  in  his  soul!  and  he  could  cry 
out  with  the  Psahnist,  Come  unto  me,  all  ye 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  I  will  tell  what  the  Lord 
hath  done  for  me  ;  He  hath  taken  my  feet  out  of 
the  mire  and  hath  established  my  goings,  and  put 
a  new  song  in  my  mouth  even  praise  to  the 
Lord.'' 

^'  What  a  wonder  that  the  Lord  ever  heard 
my  unworthy  cries,  and  stooped  so  low  as  to 
raise  a  wretch  like  me."  The  news  soon  spread 
abroad  that  the  little  musician  had  got  religion, 
ajid  was  now  a  Methodist.  Like  Paul,  "  He 
began  to  build  up  that  he  had  torn  down,''  and 
the  language  ol  his  soul  was, 

**  O  that  the  world  might  taste  and  see, 

The  riches  of  lua  gr^ce  ! 
The  arms  ol  love  that  compass  me, 

Would  a'l  mankind  tmbrace." 

Faithful  to  the  vow  he  made,  he  perseveres  in 
well  doing,  and  soon  he  is  a  light  to  sinners.  Not 
nineteen  years  of  age  as  yet,  and  now  a  Zion 
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traveller?  How  wonderful  !  how  mysterious 
are  the  was  of  the  Lord !  From  hotise  to 
house,  and  from  farm  to  farm  we  see  him  going 
to  tell  the  good  news  !  His  companions  begin 
to  hide  from  him,  to  shun  his  presence,  lest  he 
should  converse  with  them  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion. Astonishing  truth  disclosed  by  the  bles- 
sed Savior  w^hen  he  said,  "  Men  love  darkness 
rather  than  light,  and  will  not  come  to  the  light 
lest  their  deeds  should  be  reproved.''  The  voice 
of  praise  from  the  youth  who  so  often  charmed 
his  companions  with  his  music,  now  struck  ter- 
ror to  their  guilt-stricken  consciences.  At  length 
one  took  up  courage  and  drew  near  to  hear  wh  it 
he  had  to  saj^,  and  though  but  a  youth  and  a 
babe  in  Christ,  his  words  sunk  deep  in  the  heart 
and  the  cry  is  heard  from  the  enquirer,  What 
shall  I  do  to  be  saved."  As  he  had  been  a  lea- 
der in  the  ranks  of  Satan,  and  old  and  young 
were  equal  in  the  frantic  mirth,  regardless  of 
age,  condition  or  color,  he  invited  sinners  to  fly 
to  the  Savior,  rich  and  poor  alike  he  invited  to 
turn  to  that  Savior  who  was  able  to  save  a  sin- 
ner like  him ;  and  by  his  starting,  a  great  work 
broke  out,  and  the  hallowed  influence  spread  till 
many  precious  souls  were  enabled  to  rejoice  in 
the  Lord  from  a  feeling  sense  of  pardoned  sins. 
Soon  he  found  that  a  great  number  had  followed 
his  example,  and  now,  instead  of  going  from 
place  to  place  to  spend  their  precious  time  in 
vanity. 

They  went  from  house  to  house  to  pray, 
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And  if  tlity  rati  one  on  the  way, 
They  always  fcund  somethiog  to  say, 
About  th»  heaven! y  union. 

He  now  joined' the  Methodist  E.  Church,  and 
^>ihcrs  followed  him,  and  although  destitute  of 
teaming,  he  exemplified  great  .talents  for  useful- 
ae^s ;  soon  he  was  authorized  to  lead  prayer- 
ir^eetings  and  exhort  in  public.  The  eyes  of  all 
was  upon  him,  some  for  good  and  others  for  evil. 
We  have  said  he  was  of  a  lively  disposition, 
this  lead  many  to  think  that  he  w^ould  soon  be 
back  again  to  the  old  paths,  but  they  looked  in 
vain.  When  one  month  passed  away,  the  in- 
quiry was,  ^'  How  does  Davis  get  along 

Ail  vras  well,  ^11^  he  was  growing  in  the  know- 
lec^e  of  Christ !  Three  months  rolls  on,  no  re- 
turn, the  conclusion  then  was  by  many,  he  will 
never  turn  back.  It  may  be  said  of  him  fee  had 
counted  the  cost,  the  day  he  started  for  the  prom- 
ised land.  His  mind  clear,  and  his  soul  happy 
in  the  love  of  God,  he  journeys  on  towards  the 
heaven  of  eternal  repose !  Always  his  soul  was 
flelighted  to  be  with  the  people  of  God,  and 
beneath  tlie  dropping  of  the  sanctuary,  and  could 
say, 

"  Shculd  earth's  vain  pleasnies  all  depart, 

Of  lh"s  dtar  gift  pcsresstd 
I'd  clafp  it  to  my  jd\fu!  heart, 

And  bs  forever  b'essed.'* 

He  novi  felt  his  soul  enlarging,  and  sinneN 
laid  close  to  his  heart.    And  as  he  had  been  a 
champion  in  the  caus^  of  sin ;  he  now  was  cal- . 
ltd  to  suffer  and  endure  xmch  for  Jesus'  sake. 
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The  Chursh  approved  of  him  and  recomMien- 
ded  him  to  the  Quarterly  Conference  at  * 

Kj.,  and  his  case  was  attended  to,  and  he 
received  a  license  to  preach  in  a  short  time  after 
his  conversion.  As  he  progressedj  the  attempts 
more  vigorously  to  keep  him  fron\  advancing. 
The  cloudless  sky  which  he  had  been  travelling 
under,  now  begins  to  gather  with  heavy  clouds, 
and  the  rumbling  storm  and  tempest  in  the  distant 
elements  sounds  its  dreadful  approach !  Too 
temptadons  of  the  devil,  the  buffets  of  the  world, 
now  bids  him  stop  and  go  no  further.  But  his 
language  was,  When  I  started,  it  was  d.eath 
or  victory ;  and  now  I  have  c©me  so  far,  I  am 
bound  to  go  the  whole  length  of  the  road.'' 

Such  boldness  in  a  young  soldier  of  the  cross, 
struck  terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  King's  enemies, 
and  they  gave  back  for  a  season  ;  while  he  mar 
ched  forward  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord. 

Thy  powerful  arm  still  bears  me  up, 
Whaterer  griefs  befall ; 
Thou  art  my  life,  my  joy,  my  hope. 
And  thou  my  all  in  all." 


*The  place  not  recollected. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

His  early  Call  to  the  Ministry  and  his  success 
while  connected  with  the  M.  E,  Church. 

The  Ministers  begin  to  delight  in  the  compa- 
ny of  Davis,  and  he  is  invited  to  go  out  to  ap- 
pointments with  them,  and  invite  sinners  to  come 
to  Christ.  As  he  was  the  delight  of  sinners,  he 
now  becomes  the  object  of  Christian  esteem  and 
love  ;  for  his  meekness,  pietj^,  and  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  his  divine  Master. 

Having  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Ministers 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  "he  was  solicited  to  take 
a  tour  through  Kentucky,  Virginia,  North  and 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia."  And  as  he 
went  he  preached  the  gospel  of  peace  to  all, — 
white  and  colored,  and  even  to  the  red  man  of 
the  forest,  w^as  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  sent 
through  him. 

Having  accomplished  his  tour,  he  returned  to 
the  home  of  his  parents,  and  the  embraces  of  his 
brethren  and  sisters,  and  the  many  friends  in 
Christ  who  joyfully  greeted  him  on  his  return. 

He  labored  much  in  word  and  doctrine  thro' 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  by  the  help  of  God, 
was  instrumental  in  persuading  many  poor  sin- 
ners to  seek  "the  pearl  of  great  price,"  'to  make 
that  wi^e  choice,  and  good  part  which  shall 
not  be  taken  away  from  them.'  Several  young 
men  were  licensed  to  preach  when  he  was,  and 
(although  the  others  were  white)  that  love  which 
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unite  Christians,  so  endeared  them  to  each  oth- 
er, that  they  did  not  leel  contented  in  going  out 
unless  they  had  Davis  with  them.  And  as  they 
went  far  and  nea:\  sinners  were  heard  crying  for 
mercy ;  and  believers  were  made  to  rejoice  in 
the  Lord.  The  friends  of  Zion  began  to  feel  it 
their  duty  to  aid  in  cultivating  the  mind  of  this 
promising  young  man. 

He  was  conversed  w^ih  by  influential  mem- 
bers and  Ministers  on  the  subject  of  going  to 
College,  and  preparing  himself  for  more  exten- 
sive usefulness  in  the  KingJom  of-  Christ.  To 
which  he  freely  agreed  and  joyfully  accepted, 
the  place  and  time  of  starting  was  all  agreed  up- 
on, which  was  the  Augusta  College  on  the  Ohio 
river  in  Kentucky. 

The  time  draws  near — anxiety  depicts  the 
whole  scens  in  ])is  mind;  t^e  night  is  spent  in 
deep  meditation  upontlie  subject,  while  the  hours 
passed  slowly  away  !  The  desire  of  attaining 
knowledge  increased  as  tlia  period  approached 
for  his  departure  to  Augusta.  1  he  time  came 
at  last  when  he  was  agvia  ca-led  upon  to  bid  his 
friends  adieu^ — not  to  roim  in  forbidden  paths  of 
sin;  not  to  joi.i  with  tiie  crowd  in  wijked  rev- 
elling; not  to  lead  in  tlie  broxd  W3y  to  destruc- 
tio  1?  but  to  improve  his  mi  id  for  t  le  work  that 
he  felt  his  Master  nad  called  lim  to  do.  Again 
we  see  him  preparing  to  le  ive  his  affectionate 
mother  who  stiil  prayed  for  his  success  in  the 
cause  of  the  Lord;  hii  aged  rather  bids  him  a- 
dieu  with  a  heart  of  sorrow ;  to  see  his  son  on 
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the  road  to  heavejCi  aiKl  he  the  way  to  hell.  His 
brothers  and  sisters  with  ihe  tear  of  affection 
clasp  his  hand,  and  bid  him  farewell,  and  the 
last  not  the  least,  the  Church  bid  him  adieu,  and 
commits  him  to  the  care  of  that  Savior  who  had 
called  him  from  darkness  to  the  marvellous  light! 
What  a  trying  time  this  was  !  Christian  ties  had 
united  them !  bands  of  love  had  bound  those  lo- 
ving hearts — they  had  often  drank  from  the  cr}'s- 
tal  fountain  of  salvation. 

Thy  name,  a  precious  ointment  shed, 

Delights  the  Chnrch  around, 
Sweetly  the  sacred  odours  spread 

Through  all  Immanuel's  ground. 

Millions  of  happy  spirits  live, 

On  thy  exhaustless  store  I 
From  Thee  they  all  th-ir  bliss  receive, 

And  still  thou  givest  more. 

All  things  ready,  the  time  at  hand,  he  starts 
for  the  place  of  destination,  and  soon  he  arrived 
at  the  mine  of  science,  where  he  might  by  indus- 
trv,  dig  precious  pearls  of  wisdom  and  knowl- 
» dge. 


CHAPTER  V. 

His  Eiiiry  and  Progress  in  the  Augusta 
College, 

Here  he  is  cheerfully  received  and  willingly 
admitted  a  student  in  the  care  of  *  *  * 
and  soon  he  is  found  to  be  deep  in  the  affection 
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of  Preceptors  and  students.  He  is  invited  oiu 
with  those  who  were  preparing  for  the  ministry, 
as  he  was,  to  go  to  the  different  towns  and  plac^? 
which  might  be  opened  for  preaching  ;  and  soon 
'Da^is  is  at  home  in  his  mind  with  his  brethren 
in  schooljand  soldiers  of  Christ.'  Often  when  pa-s- 
sing  up  and  down  the  river  with  delight  and  plea- 
sing reminiscence  on  the  past;  he  has 'pointed  out 
the  path  which  he  used  to  travel  while  at  Col- 
lege to  preach,  both  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  and 
could  say  '^w^hat  happy  times  I  have  spent  in 
trying  to  persuade  sinners  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come.''  And  such  was  his  zeal — such  his 
meekness,  and  love  united  soon  Vv^on  laurels  lU 
the  army  of  the  Lord,  v/hich  the  conqueror's 
sword  nor  the  rumbling  cannon,  could  not  achieve 
for  the  mighty  man  of  political  valor. 

But  a  subject  in  that  kingdom,  as  says  the 
Poet, 

"  A  kingdom  which  can  ne'er  decay, 
While  time  sweeps  eartniy  thrones  away; 
The  state  which  power  and  truth  sustain, 
Unmoved  forever  must  remain. 
Tnere  shall  our  eyes  with  rapture  view, 
The  glorious  friend  that  died  for  you  I 
That  died  to  ransom,  died  to  raise. 
To  crowns  of  joy  and  endless  praise  I 

As  he  was  anxious  to  go  forward,  he  was  set  to 
study  the  Greek  and  Latin  language.  His  active 
and  retentive  mind  with  rapid  stride  moved  for- 
ward. The  Greek  alphabet  was  commenced, 
and  in  a  few  hours  he  recited  them  all,  and  on 
he  proceeded  till  he  could  read  the  Greek  and 


Latin  languages.  The  length  of  time  he  stayed 
at  College  was  short,  on  account  of  his  principal 
benefactor^s  death,  he  left  the  College  in  one 
year,  which  was  in  1834. 

He  now  was  directed  by  the  Spirit  to  seek  his 
oppressed  brethren,  and  altliongh  he  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  any  connexion  of  the  A.  M.  E. 
Church.  In  a  vision  of  the  night  he  saw  the 
company  moving  on,'  up  the  hill  of  difficulty 
they  went  as  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners, 
with  the  shout  of  a  King  in  the  camp!  The 
subject  rested  upon  his  mind,  and  when  he  rose, 
he  still  felt  it  with  Lim,  How  can  this  be,  an 
army  of  colored  soldiers,  officers,  and  all  the 
sable  sons  of  Airica?" 

•*  'I'heir  h  r      white,  th  ir  armor  bright, 

WiUi  c'«  u  age  ho'd  ircy  stana  ; 
En'i.-ticjr  soldi'  rs  for  their  King, 

T<'  nia'ch  to  C art aari'«:  land  " 

At  length  his  mind  was  so  operated  upon,  he 
introduced  the  subject  to  one  of  the  Preceptors, 
and  asked  him  *'if  he  ever  knew  of  such  a  thing 
as  congregations  being  established  and  conduct- 
ed by  colored  men?"  The  answer  was  in  the 
affirmative,  and  th^t  back  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
and  other  free  States,  the  colored  people  had 
large  Churches  and  Circuits  as  the  whites  had. 
Increasing  desires  tilled  his  mind  to  see  his 
brethren  in  the  mighty  army,  as  he  had  seen  in 
the  \ision.  This  was  in  the  winter  of  1834,  and 
the  ensuinor  summer  some  of  the  students  from 
Ohio  informed  him      that  in  Highland  Co.  the 
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African  Methodist  Episcopal  Connexion  was  to 
hold  a  Camp-meetiag,  and  if.  v/oii!d  be  conduct- 
ted  entirely  by  their  own  Ministers,  and  their 
Bishop  wou-d  be  present  aiso!*' 

Unexplored  fields  now  opens  to  his  view  ;  the 
time  rolled  apparently  very  slow  fcr  the  Camp 
to  commence.  At  length  the  period  arrived  for 
him  to  start  to  visit  the  Camp-meeting,  and  on 
he  moved  to  witness  one  of  the  wonders  of  his 
day;  and  as  he  journeyed  the  iiiquiLy  of  his 
mind  wa?,  ^'Hiw  will  they  act?  Cnn  they 
preach  as  otiie-s?"  Almost  imperceptil)le  he 
arrived  at  the  grove  ;  and  the  sound  of  the  gos- 
pel trumpet;  the  cry  of  mourners  ;  and  shout  of 
believers  vibrated  through  every  avenue  of  his 
soul !  he  drew  n'^arer  and  nearer  like  Moses  in 
the  Mount !  and  the  trumpet  Avaxing  louder  and 
louder,  till  tlie  place  appeared  hlled  with  the  glo- 
ry of  God.  He  was  introduced  to  Bishop  Brown 
and  Rev.  Quiiin,  and  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference, and  was  warmly  greeted  by  all.  The 
appearance  of  the  Ministers  and  the  number  who 
w*ere  present  at  this  magnanimous  battle,  braught 
vividly  to  his  jecollection  ti:e  mighty  army  he 
had  seen  some  months  previous.  Tiie  j^igiit  of 
such  an  army  to  liim  brought  in  in  tiie  h  nd  of 
oppression,  caused  bim  to  view  them  willi  awe. 
Rev.  Quinn  preached  the  serm^^n  on  the  after- 
noon after  his  arrival,  and  ii^e  the  Queen  of  the 
South  he  could  say,  the  half  lias  not  been  told 
me  After  the  sermon  the  Ministers  came  down 
and  prepared  to  march  around  tiie  encamoment 
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with  singing,  and  now  and  then  the  trumpet 
would  sound  ;  as  they  moved  along  slowly  and 
sinners  crying  out  for  mercy,  there  was  no  mcfre 
spirit  within  him.  With  tears  of  joy  and  won- 
der he  fell  to  the  ground,  and  said  This  is  the 
people  and  this  the  army  that  the  Lord  in  a  vi- 
sion showed  me;  here  is  the  place,  and  this  tl^ 
people  that  I  will  unite  with,  and  march  with 
th#m  to  Canaan's  peaceful  shore 

He  remained  at  the  Camp-meeting  for  several 
days,  and  before  he  left  the  ground,  he  felt  his 
mind  fully  made  up,  and  that  the  Lord  had  cal- 
led him  to  unite  with  this  people.  He  cf^nfer- 
red  not  with  Hesh  and  blood,  but  told  Bishop 
Brow^n  that  he  wished  to  become  a  member ;  and 
he  would  return  to  his  friends  and  let  them  know 
w^iat  he  proposed  doing.  After  he  had  received 
all  the  information  concerning  the  cause  and  ex- 
tent of  the  Connexion  which  he  desired,  he  re- 
turned to  Augusta  to  the  College,  and  his  friends' 
anxious  to  learn  what  the  success,  and  how  he 
was  pleased?  to  which  he  replied,  ''Never  did 
t  see  the  like  before  ;  and  of  the  meeting  it  ex- 
ceeded them  all;  such  preaching,  praying,  and 
sinorin^,  it  was  like  heaven  on  earth!"  He  ex- 
pressed  to  them  his  determination  to  associate 
with  his  brethren  in  Ohio  at  an  early  day.  This 
was  very  unwelcome  intelligence  to  the  whole 
company  'as  they  considered  such  a  course  would 
prove  dileterious  to  his  brethren  in  the  South ; 
and  instead  of  doing  them  good  he  would  do 
them  harm,  as  his  withdrawing  would  create  a 
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dissatisfaction  amongst  the  slaves,  and  they 
would  desire  to  follow  his  example  as  \^ell  in 
that  as  in  other  matters!* 

He  listened  attentively  to  the  argument  addu- 
ced,  and  then  told  them  his  mind  was  fully  de- 
cided what  to  do,  as  he  felt  he  would  still  find 
the  instructions  of  the  Comforter  to  guide  him. 
The  period  dr.iws  near  and  they  give  him  an  ap- 
pointment to  preach,  and  he  did  to  his  best  abil- 
ity. At  this  tim.e  he  was  all  ready  to  start -for 
his  appointm.ent  in  Ohio.  His  text  was  JSuth 
1  Chap.  16  verse:  '*^And  Huth  said  entreat  me 
not  to  leave  thee,  or  return  from  following  afte^^ 
thee ;  for  whither  thou  goest  I  will  go,  and 
where  thou  lodgest  I  will  lodge;  thy  people  shall 
bejmy  people,  and  thy  God  shall  be  my  God  ; 
where  thou  diest  I  die,  and  there  will  I  be 
buried.'^ 

After  an  exhilerating  discourse  ou  the  integri- 
ty of  Ruth,  he  applied  it  to  himself  and  his 
brethren  whom  he  had  permitted  to  visit  a  short 
time  previous ;  and  prayed  the  prayer  of  the 
text  to  his  dear  friends  concerning  his  people. 
Next  day  he  thanked  them  kindly  for  the  favor 
bestowed  in  admitting  him  into  the  Institution,, 
and  the  interest  they  had  exhibited  for  his  wei- 
fere  during  his  stay  and  bid  them  farewell. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

His  tciilidrawal  from  College^  and  first  year' s 
labor  in  the  Itinerancy, 

We  shall  now  leave  Kentucky  and  start  with 
him  on  his  new  field  of  labor  in  the  A.  M.  E. 
Church,  in  Ohio.  The  first  appointment  he 
had,  was  to  the  Chilicothe  Circuit,  with  the 
Rev.  J.  H.  Thomas,  Elder  in  Charcje. 

Brother  Davis  was  of  a  very  inquisitive  dispo- 
sition, and  it  therefore  caused  him  much  thought 
on  the  sul)ject  of  his  success  in  this  new  field  of 
labor.  He  did  not  feel  willinsr  to  enter  without 
first  counting  the  cost ;  this  done,  he  v/as  like 
Paul,  ''not  only  willing  to  endure  suffering,  but 
even  to  die  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Lord, 
rather  than  bring  a  reproach  upon  the  cause.'' 

And  vv^hen  considering:  the  callino:  of  a 

o  o  o 

Christian  Minister  ;  called  by  the  King  of  Kings 
and  Lord  of  Lords,  to  go  forth  in  His  great 
name,  on  the  embassy  of  the  doctrine  of  recon- 
ciliation between  God  and  man ;  there  cannot 
be  too  high  an  estimate  placed  upon  the  calling, 
nor  too  vigilant  a  watch  kept  over  ourselves  lest 
we  dishonor  our  Mission,  betray  our  trust,  and 
thereby  bring  a  reproach  upon  Him  who  has  com- 
mitted to  our  hands  so  great  a  v/ork  ! 

As  he  was  just  the  age  to  claim  the  attention 
of  the  young,  he  found  it  needful  'to  guard  him- 
self in  every  word,  and  use  but  few,  and  those 
seasoned  with  grace,  that  they  might  administer 
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to  the  good  of  his  brethren,  and  prevent  a  famil- 
iarity which  would  prove  injurious^  not  to  them 
only,  but  to  himself  also.' 

And  we  would  here  observe,  that  we  believe 
we  venture  not  too  far,  when  we  say  more  trav- 
elling Preachers  have  been  crippled;  and  their 
religious  influence  paralyzed  by  nonattendance 
to  this  particular,  than  by  any  othei  means  w^hich 
has  been  gotten  up  by  the  enemy. 

Therefore  says  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  'I 
desire  to  know  nothing  among  you,  save  Jesus 
Christ  and  Him  crucified.'  The  enemy  is  al- 
ways on  the  alert,  not  only  to  destroy  the  Minis- 
ter, but  to  prevent  his  usefulness  both  to  believers 
and  unbelievers;  will  magnify  any  thing  like  a 
familiarity,  and  work  powerfully  in  the  children 
of  disobedience,  to  cause  tiiem  to  disbelieve  the 
message  sent  by  the  Great  God  to  dying  men; 
which,  if  accomplished,  the  great  design  of  the 
Sovereign  of  the  Universe  would  be  thwarted  in 
this  particular,  and.  that  by  the  conduct  of  the 
ambassador  sent  to  treat  with  sinners  to  ground 
their  weapons  of  rebelHon. 

And  while  a  familiarity  was  to  be  avoided,  it 
was  also  vastly  important  to  guard  against  anoth- 
er extreme,  so  as  not  to  slide  into  moroseness, 
lest  the  brethren  would  consider  him  a  proud, 
self-conceited  fop,"  which  would  by  no  means 
prove  advantageous  to  his  ministry.  For  while  the 
enemy  is  very  willing  to  find  fault  with  a  Minis- 
ter, as  has  been  observed,  he  is  none  the  less 
watchful  to  destroy  their  infiuence  by  alienating 
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the  Affections  of  the  people  from  the  servant  of 
God,  ivith  the  opinion  ''that  he  is  too  high- 
minded,  and  cares  nothing  about  you/'  Well, 
said  the  Savior,  "  Behold  I  send  you  forth  as 
sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves,  be  ye  therefore  as 
wise  as  serpents,  and  harmless  as  doves.''  And 
says  Paul,  "  I  keep  my  own  body  under  subjec- 
tion, lest  after  I  preach  to  others,  I  myself  become 
a  cast-away."  And  any  Minister  who  will  not 
follow  these  directions,  will  soon  find  his  preach- 
ing to  be  no  more  than  ''a  tinkling  brass  and 
sounding  symbol." 

This  year  he  labored  hard  and  met  with  little 
encouragement  as  to  pecuniary  aid  ;  however  he 
pressed  on,  bound  to  die  in  the  army!  The  Cir- 
cuit was  very  large,  and  the  travelling  very  exteri- 
sire,  vet  he  felt  himself  a  regular,  listed  in  the 
ser\ice  of  the  Lord,  and  ''whilst  any  of  hi? 
brethren  could  stand  it  he  could."  During  this 
^^^ear  he  had  his  sorrows,  but  the  Lord  was  with, 
him,  and  his  labors  appeared  crowned  v/ith  con- 
siderable success.  His  cafitioiis  manners  won 
for  him  the  love  and  confidence  of  both  old  and 
Toung^  and  he  soon  found  himself  at  home ;  ma- 
ny good  friends  to  greet  him,  aad  the  Savior 
with  him  :  he  felt  fully  prepared  to  ride  on  the 
swelling  tide,  till  his  bark  should  land  in  the  ha- 
ven of  repose. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Hit  Travel  and  Success  on  the  Colninhus 
Circuit. 

The  first  year  with  its  trials  rolled  on,  and  the 
time  drew  nigh  for  him  to  leave  his  people,  and 
meet  his  brethren  in  the  Annual  Conferenc^j 
which  took  place  on  the  23d  of  Aug.,  1836.  in 
this  Conference  he  was  elected  and  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  church  of  Christ,  Friday  Aug.  29, 
3  o'clock,  P.  M.  He  received  his  appointment 
to  Columbus  Circuit,  in  the  charge  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Adcrisson,  whom  he  found  to  be  a  broth- 
er and  father  in  the  Gospel  of  his  Lord  and  Mas- 
ter. Always  ready  to  advise  the  youth  for  his 
best  interest,  in  time  and  eternity  !  He  growled 
in  favor  both  with  his  Elder  and  the  people  he 
was  appointed  to  serve  ;  ever  stiving  to  do  all  the 
good  he  could  in  the  vineyard  of  his  Lord  :  and 
through  all  weather,  rain  or  shine,  his  motto  was 
To  arms." 

We  want  no  cowaids  in  our  band, 
That  will  their  colors  fly; 

We  call  for  valiant-hearted  men, 
WhoVe  nor  afraid  to  die  ! 

During  this  year's  labor  he  often  had  such  evi- 
dences of  the  Lord  owning  his  feeble  efforts,  that 
he  had  no  doubt  but  that  he  was  at  the  right  post, 
Many  sinners  w^ere  brought  into  the  fold  ;  and  of 
-the  number  some  have  fallen  asleep  in  the  arms 
of  Jesus,  and  are  gone  up  to  reap  their  reward 

with  their  brother  and  fellow-laborer  in  the  pa- 
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tience  and  kingdom  of  Christ ;  others  yet  re- 
main, and  are  fighting  for  the  crown  of  life; 
while  the  name  of  Davis  ever  sounds  dear  to 
them  !  and  though  dead,  he  yet  lives  in  the  me- 
mory of  many  of  the  follow^ers  of  the  Lamb,  and 
members  of  the  Church  in  that  part  of  the  vine- 
yard. He  was  not  only  a  Preacher  in  the  sacred 
desk,  but  both  samt  and  sinner  believed  him  to 
live  a  Preacher  in  all  his  pursuits;  which  is  vi- 
tally important  for  the  Minister's  success.  For 
however  talented  a  man  may  be,  or  with  what 
eloquence  he  may  clothe  his  discourse  in  the  sa- 
cred rostrum,  unless  his  life,  and  daily  deport- 
ment correspond  with  the  doctrine,  he  immedi- 
ately becomes  an  object  of  pity,  and  loses  the 
holy  influence  so  needful  to  him. 

He  served  this  Circuit  till  Conference,  and  at 
the  next  Annual  Conference  which  was  in  Co- 
lumbus, Aug.  27th,  1836.  He  was  much  en- 
couraged in  his  return  to  the  Conference,  and 
they  were  well  pleased  with  him ;  so  much  so, 
that  on  the  2d  of  Sept.,  he  was  elected  to  re- 
ceive Elders  orders  in  the  Church,  and  was  or- 
dained by  the  imposition  of  the  hands  of  the 
Bishop,  Morris  Brown. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

His  Labor,  Travels  and  Success  on  the  Steii* 
henvilh  Circuit. 

This  year,  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Steubenville 
Circuit  f^  where  he  endured  much  privation,  and 
so  much  so,  that  at  one  period  while  he  travelled 
on  that  Circuit,  at  a  friend's  house  h*  put  up ; 
after  a  severe  day's  travel,  the  man  of  the  house 
toid  him  to  make  himself  easy  about  his  horse, 
tor  all  would  be  right ;  he  being  young  and  in- 
experienced with  the  ways  of  nien,  went  to 
the  house,  made  himself  easy,  and  at  the  proper 
tiirie  for  going  to  rest  he  was  directed  to  bed- 
Next  morning  when  he  went  to  the  stable  to  at- 
terid  to  his  horse,  to  his  sad  surprise,  he  found 
ihat  his  horse  had  feasted  upon  the  trough  and 
parts  of  the  stable  !  He  inquired  to  know  the 
fact  in  the  matter ;  for  he  hoped  he  was  deceiv- 
ed, although  the  signs  looked  very  suspicious  for 
a  sad  disappointment !  When  the  gentleman  of 
ti.e  house  came  in,  the  young  Preacher  made  in- 
quiry concerning  fhe  fare  of  his  horse  ;  when 
ke  was  frankly  answered,  that  the  horse  had  ac- 
tually been  without  food  the  whole  night.  This 
vary  much  grieved  his  soul,  and  taught  him  a 
lesson  which  he  often  repeated,  "the  only  safe 
way  for  a  man  to  act  toward  his  beast  when  tra- 
vetdng,  was  to  attend  to  it  himself.''  He  tola 
the  friends  thftt  if  they  wanted  him  to  attend 
them,  they  must  in  future  provide  food  for  his 
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beast,  wiih  the  assurance  that  if  they  did  not,  he 
would  save  them  the  expense.  This  and  some 
other  circumstances  transpired  in  this  part  of  his 
field  of  labor ;  which  caused  him  on  the  pre- 
ceeding  visit  to  bid  the  place  adieu,  and  attend- 
ed the  other  appointments  of  his  Circiiit  till 
Conference.  The  other  parts  of  his  Circuit  was 
much  pleased  with  his  ministerial  labors,  during 
the  year  he  had  a  very  pleasant  time,  wiih  the 
exceptions  we  have  before-mentioned.  He  wag 
however,  enabled  to  make  a  very  favorable 
report  for  his  Circuit  had  a  considerable  in- 
crease. 

He  exceeded  his  own  calculations  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  and  as  those  who  wait  on  the 
Lord  shall  renew  their  strength,"  he  found  in- 
creasing strength  attending  him  through  this 
year.  He  often  remarked  when  conversing  on 
his  commencement  in  travelling,  "  he  thought  on 
nothing  but  going  forward ;  and  when  he  met 
with  crosses,  he  found  a  friend  who  always  ad- 
ministered to  his  necessities."  What  tongue 
can  tell,  or  pen  portray  the  pleasure  of  serving 
the  Lord  in  his  own  appointed  way ;  and  while 
the  poor  travelling  Preacher,  like  his  Divine 
Master,  is  going  forth, 

Oft  times  wiih  hunger  they  grow  faiat, 

Ana  travel  on  till  almost  spent  ; 
They  find  no  friend  or  helper  nigh, 
Bit  He  who  hears  ihe  ravens  cry. 
Amidst  all  this  there  is  a  joyous  sensation 
iJfiat  rise^  in  tke  souK  it  is  the  promise  of  w^esus 
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which  causes  it ;  a  promise  that  has  been  tho 
glory  of  the  first  Preachers,  and  will  be,  till  tho 
watchmen  all  shall  have  quit  the  walls  of  Zion. 
Ah'J  the  shout  of  victory  shall  he  bearri  everywhere; 
VVhilo  the  ransoTied  in  almy  the  palm- wreaihs  hear; 
which  is  Lo  I  am  with  you  alway,  till  the 
world  shall  end."  A  faithful  minister  is  a  great 
blessing  to  any  congregation,  not  only  in  preach- 
ing the  Gospel,  and  faithfully  dispensing  tho 
word  of  life  to  his  flock;  but  his  examples  of 
faithfulness  will  be  imitated  by  his  hearers,  and 
y  it  they  will  strive  to  meet  him  on  all  occd- 
sions  at  the  time  and  place  appointed. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

His  return  to  Conference^  fourth  yearns  travel^ 
and  labor  on  the  Richmond  C  rciiit 

He  went  up  to  the  Annual  Conference,  vrhich 
was  on  the  26th  of  August,  1837,  in  Colum- 
bus, O.  He  now  commenced  to  participate  in 
the  discussions  of  the  Conference,  as  he  said, 

He  was  closely  observing  the  different  spirits, 
;ijid  becoming  acquainted  with  the  usuage  of  tli ' 
Conference." 

As  he  had  listed  during  the  Christian  warfare, 
he  was  not  particular  as  to  the  Circuit  or  Sta- 
tion he  was  sent.  The  first  day  he  joined  Ih^j 
Conference  he  set  his  mind  to  go  wherever  he 
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was  appointed,  and  he  never  changed  during  his 
life.  This  spirit  in  brother  Davis  is  one  which . 
every  Minister  of  the  Gospel  should  possess  and 
cultivate,  and  especially  Methodist :  for  of  all 
the  Ministers  of  the  different  denominations, 
there  is  none  whose  life  so  much  exemplifies  the 
first  Preachers  of  the  Gospel,  as  they  do. 

Like  their  Master  who  w^ent  about  doing  good, 
and  could  say,  "The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of  Man 
hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head."  Often  is  i; 
the  lot  of  itinerant  Methodist  Preachers  to  find 
themselves  in  that  position,  and  it  is  enough  to 
keep  them  truly  humble  before  God  when  they 
properly  consider  their  situation. 

And  while  it  is  a  source  of  humiliation  before 
Him  who  hath  called  them  to  "  Go  into  all  the 
"world  and  preach  his  Gospel  to  every  creature, 
it  should  be  a  theme  of  rejoicing,  as  was  in  the 
Apostle's  days  to  find  "  that  they  are  counted 
worthy  to  suffer  for  Jesus'  sake." 

The  man  who  enters  into  the  itinerant  serv:  :- 
of  the  Church,  and  fills  that  station  proper:^  ., 
may  well  be  called  a  good  soldier;  for  in  th.- 
service  there  are  almost  every  kind  of  di^ficu^ 
ties  to  contend  with.  When  an  appointment  ^. 
made  at  one  part  of  the  Circuit,  there  is  no  tel- 
ling what  weather  may  be  to  go  through  at  tha: 
time,  and  if  a  man  is  unwilling  to  confront  the 
storm'  he  wiW  soon  destroy  the  confidence  of  hii' 
Societies,  and  being  disappointed  two  or  three 
times,  they  will  on  all  similar  occasions  tarry  at 
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home,  and  soon  the  result  is  that  they  will  find 
excuses  to  stay  away  in  good  weather,  and  apol- 
ogize by  saying  that  *'we  did  not  expect  our 
Preacher  would  be  there,  and  we  stayed  at  home 
for  we  dislike  to  go  to  Church,  and  then  not  find 
our  Minister  at  his  post*'* 
►  Brother  Davis  always  strove  to  avoid  this,  and 
if  they  were  not  saved,  he  never  intended  to  let 
their  blood  be  on  his  skirts  by  following  his  ex- 
ample ! 

He  was  becoming  pretty  well  seasoned  to  the 
work  now,  having  passed  through  three  years' 
travel ;  but  he  had  no  idea  of  his  fourth  year's 
work.  The  previous  year  the  Rev.  Willam  P. 
Quinn  had  been  travelling  and  laboiing  in  the 
West;  seeking  his  brethren  in  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,"  and  he  w^anted  good  as- 
sistance. 

None  could  tell  to  w^hose  lot  it  would  fall,  to 
go  out  in  the  new  region  of  country  ;  but  as  was 
little  Samuel  when  the  Lord  called  him,  so  was 
brother  Davis  in  that  particular,  it  was  only 
Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant  heareth."  And 
when  the  appointments  were  announced,  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Richmond  Circuit  in  Indiana. 
He  could  say  with  the  Poet, 

"  No  changes  of  season  or  place, 
Could  make  any  change  in  my  mind/' 
therefore  all  was  well  with  him. 

Here  his  labors  was  abundantly  blessed.  He 
found  many  kind  friends,  who,  unlike  some  he 
had  the  previous  year,  were  ever  willing  to  make 
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not  only  himself  comfortable,  but  his  beast.  Ma- 
ny souls  he  found  thirsting  for  the  Word  of  Life 
and  Salvation. 

It  proved  a  great  comfort  to  his  mind  when 
comparing  the  present  with  the  past,  and  finding 
that  the  cause  yet  had  friends;  and  that  his  labor 
was  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord!  Often  in  ecstacj 
has  he  spoken  of  the  joyful  hours  he  had  spent 
in  the  prairies,  w^hile  riding  from  appointment  to 
appointment,  propagating  the  glad  tidings  of 
peace  to  an  undone  and  ruined  world.  The  year 
was  crowned  with  a  general  increase,  and  he 
came  up  to  the  Conference  bearing  his  sheaves. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Bis  appointment  to  Coiumhus  Ct.^  fifth  yearns 
travel  and  Marriage, 

On  the  25th  of  August,  1838,  the  Conference 
met  in  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  brother  Davis  was 
appointed  to  Columbus  Circuit  again,  where  he 
found  many  of  his  young  friends  who  had  enlis- 
ted during  his  previous  appointment  to  this  Cir- 
cuit. He  passed  this  year  in  peace  and  quiet- 
ness, and  on  his  return,  he  as  formerly,  had  two 
new  places  and  considerable  increase  in  mem- 
bership. 

It  was  in  this  year  that  he  thought  it  wou 
prove  advantageous  to  him  to  choose  a  partner  to 
be  a  sharer  of  his  joy  or  woe.    In  this  he  exer- 
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cised  great  caution-  His  object  was  to  obtain  a; 
good  religious  companion;  who  was  entirely 
destitute  of  parents  or  near  relatives  that  might 
be  handy  to^hini.  The  circumstances  which  led 
him  to  such  conclusions  was  thus,  ''iie  looked  ujh 
on  the  life  of  an  itinerant  Preacher  as  being  of 
great  trial.  That  it  not  only  fell  upon  the  man 
but  its  bearing  would  be  very  visible  upon  hii 
wife ;  not  only  to  give  up  and  forsake  friends, 
but  to  suffer  as  a  missionary  for  the  sake  of  the 
cause  her  companion  was  enlisted  in.  These 
things  well  considered,  made  him  look  forward 
to  the  day,  when  in  the  Providence  of  God,  he 
might  be  appointed  far  from  the  home  of  his 
wife's  friends,  and  then  ic  might  turn  out  that  a 
mother'sHears  and^father's  counsel  might  be  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  the  path  which  he  w^ould  be 
called  to  walk  in.''  To  avoid  ail  these  unpleas- 
ant feelino^s  and  excitements  that  would  o-row  out 
of  such  a  state  of  things,  he  directed  his  course 
in  this  strange  path. 

It  was  in  this  year  that  he  became  acquainted 
w^ith  Miss  Elizabeth  Tin  son  ^  w^io  was  a  stran- 
ger in  the  West,  or  at  least,  had  no  relatives,  and 
whose  character  and  religious  deportment  w^as 
highly  approved  of  by  the  members  of  the 
Church  in  Zanesville ;  and  not  disapproved  af 
by  brother  D.  He  communicated  his  desires  to 
her,  and  on  the  ground  of  her  approval,  they 
would  be  united  in  holy  matrimony.  There 
was  no  great  round  of  consultation  on  his  part^ 
he  had  counted  the  cost,  and  all  was  decided  ia 
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his  mind.  When  the  young  lady  consented,  he 
made  no  more  ado,  but  appointed  the  time  when 
he  would  be  back;  requested  her  to  be  ready  to 
change  her  name,  and  thus  he  went  on  to  his 
Circuit.  The  time  came,  and  on  the  15th  of 
January,  1839,  at  the  house  of  brother  Benja- 
min Mercers,  in  Zanesville,  O.,  the  nuptial  band 
was  tied,  and  when  the  time  came  for  his  depar- 
ture, which  was  the  next  he  went  on  and 
filled  up  his  appointments,  and  not  an  appoint- 
ment was  lost. 

Some  may  suppose  that  brother  Davis  was 
more  cautious  than  was  needful  in  regard  to  the 
choice  of  a  companion ;  but  when  we  consider 
the  inconceivable  trouble  which  a  wife  may 
cause  a  man,  and  especially  a  travelling  Preach- 
er; from  the  wandering  life  they  have  to  lead,  un- 
less a  woman  is  of  a  missionary  spirit,  it  will 
almost  cause  her  to  backslide  in  heart  at  least, 
from  such  a  choice. 

How  many  have  found  themselves  almost,  yea 
altogether  overcome  by  the  difficulties  from  this 
source.  However  justifiable  may  be  the  plea  for 
so  great  a  failure  ;  or  how  much  weight  will  be 
attached  to  such  an  excuse  before  the  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead,  we  do  not  attempt  to  set  the 
bounds ;  but  would  say  as  the  Apostle  said, 
"  Be  not  unequally  yoked  with  unbelievers."  If 
thou  believest  it  to  be  a  duty  thou  owest  to  thy 
God  to  20  into  all  the  world  and  call  sinners  to 
repentance,  always  try  to  get  a  wife  of  the  same 
disposition,  and  if  not  willing  to  preach,  yet  at 
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feast,  willing  to  live  and  suffer  as  a  soldier  of  Je- 
sus Christ.  These  are  qualifications  which  ev- 
ery Minister's  wife  sho  ald  be  possessed  of,  others' 
wives  notwithstanding.  It  was  during  this  year's 
labors,  that  he  received  brother  M.  M.  Clark  in- 
to the  Connexion,  and  started  him  to  travel  and 
labor  in  the  vineyard,  for  the  harvest  truly  was 
great,  but  the  laborejts  were  few. 


CHAPTER  XL 

A  Brief  Sketch  by  Rev.  M.  M.  Clark, 

In  compliance  with  a  request,  to  write  a  short 
biographical  sketxh  of  that  part  of  the  life  of  the 
late  much  lamented  Rev.  D.  Fayette  Davis, 
with  which  I  liave  some  acquaintance.  I  un- 
dertake the  task,  but  with  a  knowledge  of  my  in- 
adequacy to  do  the  subject  that  justice  it  merits. 

I  became  acquainted  with  the  Rev.  D.  Fay- 
ette Davis  in  the  year  1836,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio.  He  was  then  the  Preacher  in  Charge  of 
Steubenville  Ct,,  in  that  State.  My  acquain- 
tance, however,  did  not  become  familiar  with 
him  till  1838.  In  that  year  he  had  charge  of 
Columbus  Ct.,  and  my  business  frequently  cal- 
ling me  in  that  region,  over  which  his  Circuit 
extehded,  often  brought  me  in  company  with 
him.  He  and  I  then  formed  a  more  intimate 
acquaintance.    He  often  invited  me  to  his  quar- 
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t^rly  Meetings,  and  on  such  occasions,  he  show- 
ed to  me  the  utmost  kindness  and  respect. 

His  cherished  theme  of  conversation  always 
was  about  the  great  advantages  the  A.  M,  E. 
Connexion  was  destined  to  prove  to  the  colored 
race  of  these  United  States  ;  and  frequently  en  j 
larged  on  every  point  of  advantage  to  them. 
With  much  emphasis  he  v/ould  discourse  on  the 
privileges  of  the  rising  ministry:  the  advantages 
that  the  Connexhon  would  afford  them  for  im- 
proving their  minds  and  talents  to  the  glory  o'i 
God  and  the  good  ot  their  race. 

The  various  cha  mels  of  usefulness  into  vvhich 
the  locality  and  laity  would  be  called;  and  the 
thraldom  out  of  which  our  Connexion  would 
bring  the  colored  people  of  this  country.  It 
aeemed  to  me  that,  at  that  time  his  soul  was 
wholly  absobred  in  the  advancement  of  the  Af- 
rican  Cause.  His  deep  and  warm  Interest  in 
the  cause,  and  his  strong  solicitation  induced  mo 
to  consider  seriously  on  the  importance  of  con- 
necting myself  with  that  C/iurvh  and  Cause^ 
which  vv^as  the  delight  and  concern  of  his  mind. 
Hence  in  ISSQ,  in  the  latter  part  oi'  that  year,  he 
invited  me  to  hrs  quarterly  Meeting  in  Urbana^ 
where  I  joined  the  Connexion,  and  received  from 
him  license  to  preach. 

1  then  quit  the  School  Agency  in  which  I  had 
l^een  engaged,  and  started  on  the  Circuit  with 
Bro.  Davis.  1  now  became  still  more  intimate 
with  him  than  I  had  been,  and  ail  my  preconcei- 
ved notions  of  him  as  being  a  most  excellent 
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^nan,  were  more  and  more  confirmed  as  I  became 
more  acquainted  with  him.  He  w^as  always 
most  open  in  his  manners,  perfectly  approacha- 
ble at  all  times,  very  afiectionate  and  unafTected- 
ly  kind. 

I  rode  under  him  six  months,  and  then  h 
"went  to  the  General  Conference  at  Baltimore  in 
1840,  and  left  the  Circuit  in  charge  of  myself. 

On  his  return  he  resumed  his  labors  on  the 
same  Circuit  till  the  ensuing  fall,  when  he  took 
me  wdth  him  to  the  Annual  Conference  in  Cin- 
cinnatij  where  I  joined  the  Annual  Conference, 
and  was  again  placed  under  him  on  the  Hills- 
borough,Ct.^  for  one  j-ear.  During  this  period, 
as  I  was  at  all  times  with  him,  I  had  the  fairest 
chance  to  learn  that  character,  which  I  trust,  ev- 
er to  have  a  heart  to  admire,  and  grace  to  imi- 
tate. 

I  believe  he  obeyed  to  the  letter,  that  injunc- 
tion of  his  Divine  Master,  Behold,  I  send 
you  forth  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves  :  be 
ye  therefore  wdse  as  serpents  and  harmless  a» 
doves."  Mat  10:16.  He  was  both.  He  wa« 
wise  to  win  souls,  and  harmless  as  the  quiet  and 
peaceful  dove. 

Revivals  followed  him  on  every  Circuit,  and 
at  almost  every  quarterly  Meeting.  As  a  Prea- 
cher he  was  beloved  by  all,  both  white  and  col- 
ored. His  style  and  manner  of  preaching  were 
of  the  most  engaging  and  captivating  order.  His 
delivery  was  clear,  distinct,  and  easy,  intersper- 
sing his  sermons  with  the  ricJhest  and  most  sub- 
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lime  remarks.  Job  the;  26:14  was  a  favorite  text 
of  his,  "Lo,  these  are  jparts  of  his  ways:  but  how 
little  a  portion  is  heardl  of  him  ?  but  the  thunder 
of  his  power  who  can  understand  ?" 

The  Psabns  afforded  a  theme  for  his  rich 
thoughts,  with  which  he  seemed  very  familiar, 
particularly  with  those  bold  and  sweet  expres- 
sions of  David,  such  as  the  following:  Arise, 

0  Lord ;  save  me,  O  my  God :  for  thou  hast 
smitten  all  mine  enemies  upon  the  cheek  bone  ; 
thou  hast  broken  the  teeth  of  the  ungodly.'' 
"  Salvation  belongefih  unto  the  Lorf  :  thy  bles- 
sing is  upon  thy  people.'' 

The  sublime  language  of  Isaiah  also  dwelt 
upon  his  tongue,  and  seemed  to  be  as  familiar 
to  him  as  his  breath.  "  Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye 
my  people,  saith  your  God.  Speak  ye  comfort- 
ably to.  Jerusalem,,  and  cry  unto  her,  that  her 
warfare  is  accomj^lished,  that  her  iniquity  is 
pardoned."  "  Eve]ry  valley  shall  be  exalted  and 
every  mountain  aad  hill  shall  be  brought  low, 
&c." 

In  1842  he  was  placed  on  another  Circuit,  and 

1  remained  on  the  Hillsborough.  I  did  not  see 
him  again  till  1844  at  the  General  Conference  in 
Pittsburgh,  where  I  had  the  last  conversation 
with  him.  One  evening  when  in  company  with 
him,  he  dwelt  much  upon  his  former  misim- 
provement  of  time,  that  he  now  greatly  regretted 
that  he  had  cot  spent  all  his  leisure  moments  in 
close  application  to  useful  studies,  which  would 
so  much  more  have  fortified  his  mind  for  the  ar- 
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duous  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry.  He  was, 
however,  to  my  knowledge,  very  studious,  and 
had  a  very  great  desire  to  make  himself  acquain- 
ted with  the  Eastern  Langvages,  in  which  he 
had  made  some  proficiency,  particularly  in  the 
Latin  and  Greek. 

As  a  husband,  he  was  affectionate  and  loving, 
and  bore  all  his  family  trials  with  the  fortitude 
of  a  firm  and  unyielding  Christian.  As  a  fath- 
er, he  was  kind,  to  z>  proverb.  The  law  of  kind- 
ness and  of  wisdom  dwelt  upon  his  tongue  ;  and 
his  children  would  have  grown  up  under  such 
heavenly  dew,  as  trees  by  the  water  side. 

In  his  quarterly  Conferences,  and  in  all  his 
Church  trials,  he  always  had  the  disposition  of 
a  Lamby  and  the  patience  of  a  Job^  and  the 
meekness  of  a  Moses.  I  never,  in  all  my  ac- 
quaintance with  him,  saw  him  out  of  good  tem- 
per, but  once,  and  then  he  was  beyond  measure 
provoked ;  but  one  word  of  caution  from  a  friend 
who  was  present,  brought  him  to  an  immediate 
recollection  of  who  he  was,  and  what  he  was ; 
then,  in  an  instant,  the  fierceness  of  the  lion  put 
on  the  quietness  of  the  lamb  ;  and  the  provoca- 
tion at  once  forgiven. 

Such  was  the  beloved,  the  good,  the  great,  the 
Rev.  D.  Fayette  Davis,  whose  life  was  a  pat- 
tern to  all  who  knew  him,  and  worthy  the  imita- 
tion of  all  young  Ministers,  and  his  death  was 
that  of  the  righteous  !  Mark  the  perfect  man, 
and  behold  the  upright,  for  tha  end  of  that  maa 
is  peace.^*  Psa.  37.37. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 
Hii  sixth  yearns  appointment ^  return  to  Colvjn* 
bus  Circuit  and  success. 

Having  labored  extensively  ii  the  past  years, 
it  appears  as  if  the  Conference  sympathized  with 
him  this  year,  and  returned  him  again  to  CoUim- 
bus  Circuit, 

Not  as  ever  there  was  exemplified  the  least 
signs  of  dissatisfaction,  in  any  of  the  appoint- 
ments which  w^ere  given  to  him,  but  it  is  natur- 
al to  suppose  that  as  he  now  had  a  companion, 
the  Conference  would  look  to  this,  and  not  move 
him  any  oftener  than  was  needful. 

This  was  a  worthy  trait  in  the  character  of 
that  aged  and  venerable  servant  of  God,  who 
then  presided  in  the  Conference,  Father  Morris 
Brown,  whose  memory  will  long  be  clierished, 
and  whose  example  I  hope  v;ill  be  imitated  bv 
those  who  shall  in  future  fill  the  seat  which  he 
occupied.  And  while  it  is  not  the  design  of  a 
good  man  to  make  the  choice  of  his  field  of  la- 
bor, when  he  gives  himself  up  to  the  itinerancy; 
yet  none  are  so  devoid  of  reason,  as  not  to  de- 
sire to  be  as  well  situated  for  the  good  of  tb^ 
Church  and  their  family,  as  the  case  will  ad- 
mit. 

The  Circuits  at  this  time  were  very  large,  and 
this  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  scarcity  of  trav- 
elling Preachers.  The  Circuit  then  called  Co- 
Imnbus  circuity  included  what  is  now  formed 
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ipiio  three  Circuits  and  one  Stution;  which  we 
notice,  as  it  may  be  thought  that  when  we  re- 
fer to  transactions  in  'the  Circuit  as  they  theri 
were  it  is  incorrect.  And  as  it  is  always  desi- 
rous to  look  at  the  old  land-marks,  we  now  give 
the  Columbus  Circuit  as  when  brother  Davis 
travelled  it,  Columbus,  Urbana,  Springfield, 
Troy,  l-ickaway.  Mercer,  Shelby,  Muddy 
Creek,  Logan,  Circleville,  and  Lancaster ;  these 
facts  we  collect  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Ohio 
District,  and  while  they  exhibit  the  great  la- 
bors of  one  Preacher,  to  serve  stich  an  extensive 
field,  it  also  displays  the  glorious  triumphs  of 
our  grov/ing  Connexion,  ingathering  in  the  scat- 
tered sons  and  daughters  of  Ethiopia,  so  that  in 
the  nine  last  ye^rs  that  region  of  country  which 
had  but  one  solitary  traveller  to  "  cry  behold  the 
Lamb,"  is  now  supplied  with  four  or  five  labor- 
ers. '  And  where  they  then  numbered  in  all  that 
vast  field,  two  hundri  d  and  eighty-tivo  memhers, 
we  now  in  the  same  field  find  seve?i  hundred 
and  fiflih  This  wuth  the  number  deceased, 
will  show  that  our  Church  is  a  powerful  mean 
in  the  hands  of  God  of  gathering  together  in 
Christ  Jesus,  those  who  have  long  been  slighted 
and  neglected. 

We  now  return  to  our  brother's  labors  in  the 
Circuit,  and  it  was  as  he  used  to  say  a  year 
long  to  be  remembered,  on  the  account  of  tha 
presence  and  outpouring  6i*  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord." 

Not  long  after  his  ccmmeneement  in  tlii« 


years  labor,  it  pleased  the  Great  Head  of  the 
Church  to  water  with  showers  of  divine  grace^ 
the  seed  sown  by  his  servant,  and  a  blessed  re^ 
vival  of  religion  commenced  on  his  Charge,  and 
extended  throughout  the  Circuit!  He^'calleJ 
upon  the  tall  cedars  of  Lebanon,  and  oaks  of 
Baslian  to  bow  to  tKe  sceptre  of  the  Lord ;  and 
they  wiilingly  obeyed  the  voice,  and  old  and 
young  shared  the  bounty  of  a  beneficent  Savior^ 
With  the  zeal  of  a  holy  Minister  of  the  Gospel 
oT  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he.  went  about  doing 
good  !  signs  and  wonders  followed  the  preach^ 
ing  of  the  Cross  ! 

As  has  been  observed  in  the  preceding  Clmiy- 
ter,  by  our  worthy  brctiier  Clark,  'dis^M  never 
saw  brother  T^^  ivis  out  of  temper  but  once,  which 
was  at  a  Quorierly  Meeting  Conference  in  Ur- 
bana  ;  -when  the  contending  brother  had  intrud- 
ed beyond  all  bomid$  upon  his  forbearance",  Im 
left  the  chair  where  he  w§s.,  presiding,  and  like 
Peter,  was  just  in  the  act  of  smiting,  w^ien  a 
brother  clasped  him  in  his,  arms  and  spoke  to 
him,  and  he  reflected  and  poured  out  his  grief  :a 
a  ihood  of  tears  !  and  calmly  took  his_seat.  lU 
often  spoke  of  the  circumstance,  as^  one  .of  great 
regret ;  and  like  David  he  would  say,  "  My  feet 
had  well  nigh  slipped,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
Father  — —  ,  I  would  in  that  moment  have  don^ 
what  I  should  never  have  fo]  given  myself  for/' 

And  though  tliat  father  h:d  long-passed  on  be*, 
fore  him,  to  reap  the  rew^ard  of  the'  faithful,  lit 
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evf^r  elierislied  a  fond  memory,  and  always  spoke 
with  the  highest  respect  of  him. 

One  might  suppose  that  at  a^  time  when  Lis 
Circuit  was  enjoying  such  a  blessed  outpouriijg 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  he  w^ould  find  all  his  subor- 
dinate officers  in.  a  good  and  friendly  position  ; 
but  it  is  not  ah\vays  the  case.  For  never  is  the  en- 
v^my  more  busy,  and' setting  in  motion  every  en- 
gine for  the  destru'ction  of  the  \vatchmen  on  the 
walls  of  Zion,  than  at'thnes  vvhc^n  his  kingdom 
is  the  heaviest  attacked  by  those  servants  of  the 
Most  High,  And  it's  not  much  odis  by  wiiom 
the  desired  object  i-s' accomplished,  whether  of 
i.rethren  Vv  ithin  or  foes  without ;  all  one,  so  that 
;he  end  is  accomplished. 

It  has  been  observed  that  he  caltnly  s-ubmittod 
■  1  counsel,  and  took  his  seat ;  and  then  he  in  the 
calmness  of  soul  could  say. 

Yea,  itu  man  rage  ;  feiiic-t  Uisa^wilt  spread, 

Sifice  id  all  piiu  ihy  leiiJcr  love, 
Will  siH  my  sure  refreshuj^iii  prove. 

Tiie  meeting  ended  in  great  peace,  and  all 
-as  well  satisfied-  before  they  parted,--  and  they 
tarted  for  another  three-months'  journey  ;  yea, 
for  life  and  satvation^may  I  say. 

Brother  Davis^  tvas  not  desirous  to  obtain  re- 
Tenge,  nor'did  he  seek  his  own  glory,  for  .he  af- 
ter that,  treated  the  offending  brother  with  the 
greatest  kindness,  and  never  could  it  be  seen  by 
any  act  or  word^  that  ever  any  things  unpleascvn^ 


52 


had  transpired  between  them :  this  was  not 
letting  the  sun  go  down  upon  his  wrath.'' 

This  year  was  a  very  fruitful  one,  and  in  the 
conclusion  of  it  he  had  almost  doubled  his  num- 
ber of  members,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord 
had  truly  prospered  in  his  hands. 

He  could  say  all  1  had  given  me  1  have,  nonr- 
of  them  are  lost,  save  the  son  of  perdition.  Ha- 
ving endured  mucli  in  the  several  lirst  years,  he 
now  appears  to  be  favored  from  this  Conference 
of  1839  to  return  to  Columbus  again,  and  thi? 
was  the  greatest  year  of  all  on  that  Circuit.  The 
Lord  abundantly  owned  and  blessed  his  labors, 
.'as  hasbeen  observed)  so  that  he.  returned  v.it^' 
nianv  sheav?s. 


CHAPTEE  XIII. 

His  seventh  ycar'^s  travel :  Contest  on  Bapt'um 
with  Rev.  W.  Sheldon,  of  the  Baptist 
Church;  Illness^  cf-c. 
In  1840  he  was  appointed  to  Chilicoth^  Ct., 
and  during  this  year  he  began  to  fail,  about  the 
commencement  of  the  Summer  he  was  attacked 
and  recovered  in  a  short  time,  so  much  was  hi? 
physigal  powers  exhausted,  that  his  companiori, 
Physician,  and  members  desired  liim  to  take  a 
longer  respite  from  the  toils  of  his  Circuit;  but 
he  tried  his  strength  a  few  days,  and  whenever 
he  felt  able  to  j^et  upon  his  Lx^ast,  he  goon  was  a6' 


persevering  as. ever  to  fill  his  appointmenis;  never 
willing  to  let  his  congregation  be  disappointed. 

He  felt  the  dispensation  of  the  Gospel  was 
committed  to  him,  "  and  woe  if  he  did  not 
preach  it;'^  no  importuning  could  move  him  from 
dutj;,.  while  he  was  able  to  go. 

Brother  Davis  was  a  true  lover  of  the  Church, 
and  was  ready  to  defend  her  iii  any  respect,  and 
as  th^  subject  of  immersion  was  the  great  topic 
of  the  day,  and  the  brother  S.  who  Avas  in  that 
city  used  his  best  efforts  to  disseminate  the  doc- 
trines of  error  in  our  mode  through  the  members 
of  the  Church. 

Brother  D.,. finding  that  silence  at  this  pe- 
riod,, only  emboldened  his  antagonist,  and  en- 
couraged him  to  prosecute  his  course.  Consid- 
erable excitement  among  his  member  by  this  time 
existed ;  some  anxious  for  theiv  Elder  to  defend 
the  Church  mode  of  baptizing  by  sprinkling  and 
pouring,  and  others  to  the  reverse  ;  however  he 
Jetermined  to  act  as  he  felt  best  for  the  prosperi- 
ty of  the  Church.  Accordingly  he  accepted  a 
challenge  from  Rev.  S.  to  discuss  the  subject  of 
baptism. 

Brother  D.  contending  that  the  scriptural  mode 
of  baptism  was  by  effusion,  i.  e.  sprinMing  or 
piyuring.  And  brother  S.  of  course,  occupied 
:he  side  of  immersion.  They  met  on  the  10th 
day  of  May,  in  the  A.  M.  E.  Church,  in  Chili- 
cothe,  and  discussed  the  subject,  and  such  was 
:he  effects,  brother  Davis  got  rest  forever  from 
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this  brother  ;  while  his  congregation  was  full  v 
reconciled  at  the  validity  of  their  initiatioi^.bj 
that  seaiing'Ordinance. 

There  -was  nothing  special  occurred  .in  this 
year,  after  this  difficulty  was  settled  as  we  have 
observed,  all  appeared  calm,  and  peace  and  quiet- 
ness ensued. 

The  year's  labor  being  ended,  he  started  fo- 
Conference,  v/hich  vras  to  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Cincinnati  on  the  llth  of  September.  Brother 
Davis  had  a  desire  to  hail  his  brethren;  in  com- 
pany with  his  colleagues,  brother  M.  iM.  Clark 
and  S.  Ratcliif,  he  travelled  as  far  as  Xenia, 
where  he  fell  sick  -aorain,  and  was  unable  to  at- 
tend  Conference;  for  as  we  passed  through  that 
place,  it  was  a  general  opinion  that  he  would 
not  recover;  but  the  Lord  was  kind  and  restored 
him  to  his  young  family  and  the  Church  for  a  few 
year's  longer,  whilst  he  could  adopt  language^ 
thus: 

"  Let  sickness  blast,  let  (le;?ib  devour. 

If  heaven  mus*  r?'C0'np8n8e  our  pn'itxs  ; 
Perish  the  gr?is?,  and  fade  ibe  fiow'r. 
If  firm  the  word  of  God  remnins." 
Through  the  tender  mercies  of  an  Allwise  pro- 
vidence, the  intelligence  came  on  in  some  days 
after,  that  hopes  were  entertained  of  his  recove- 
ry; which  was  received  with  joy  by  the  Con- 
ference. 


CHAPTER  XIV 


His  ' '  appointment  to  Pittsburgh^  and  eighth 
yearns  labor  in  the  Gospel. 

•  It  will  be  remembered,  we  have  stated  that 
brother  Davis  wg.s"prevented  by  affiiction,  from 
'.attending  the  Conference  this  ySar ;  but  with  tlie 
hope  of  his  reeotery  the  Bishop  thought  it  iit  to 
appoint  liim  to  Pittsburgh  "  Station  ;  which  he 
received  as  was  Ms  usual  wa)^  ivhatever  his  ap- 
pointment. It  was  only  to  read  it  out^and  all'was 
right.    When  his  appointment  was  presented  to 
him,  he  very  cheerfully  consented,  and  determin- 
ed as  soon  as  the  Lord  would  restore  his  str-ength 
he  would  leave  for  it!  which  was  granted  ;  and 
by  the  1st  of  Nov.  he  was -in  his  Charge  in  the 
City.    He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  Sta- 
tion with  his  usiial  alacrity,  and  soon  he  gained 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  conorfe ration. 
He  was  a  close  observer,  and  although  he  often 
looked  on  as  though  he  w^as  not  interested,  and 
appeared  as  if  any  one  could  deceive  him,  yet 
he  would  often  say  "you  can't  catch  Davis  with 
that  bait,  however  flattering  the  auspices."  It 
was  in  this  year  and  through  the  visits  that  we 
made  to  each  other's  field  of  labor,  that  we  be- 
came very  intimately  acquainted.    When  we  be- 
came true  yoke-fellows,  and  by  reason  of  which 
we  communed  freely  upon  all  the  subjects  of  our 
Christian  experience  ;  and  the  pleasures  and  sor- 
rows of  the  itinerant  ministry.    From  the  day 
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of  our  first  interview  till  the  last  word  we  ex- 
changed, before  he  passed  the  ordeal  of  death  ! 
was  an  unbrokeu,  link  of  Christian  affection. 
Through  those  means,  we  are  yet  able  to  call  to 
reniemberance  the  facts  as  though  Uiey  had  just 
fell  from  his  lips,  and  he  was  communicating  to 
us  word  by  word,  while  we  write  j  The  duties 
of  a  large  Station  was  a  powerful  weight  upon 
liis  mind,  and  he  would  often  say,.  "  I  have  the 
whole  Station  upon  me,  and  am  striving  to  bear 
hem  all  up,  that  I  may  be  able  to  give  ar  good 
account  at  last.' 

"  God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way, 
His  wonders  to  perform  ; 

He  plan  s  his  footsteps  in  the  sea, 
And  rides  upon  the  storm." 


CHAPTER  XV. 

His  ninth  and  tenth  yearns  laboTy  and  third 
yearns  appoiment  to  Pittsburgh  Station. 

In  1842  he  was  returned  to  Pittsburgh  Station, 
ai:d  with  renewed  energy  and  zeal,  he  conmien- 
^ed  his  second  3'ear's  labors,  with  great  anxi- 
ety to  see  the  work  and  pleasure  of  the  Lord 
prospering  in  his  hands.  He  labored  niglit  and 
day  in  word  and  doctrine,  he  repi'oved,  rebuked, 
and  exhorted  with  all  long  suffering,  and  like 
Paul,  he  would  at  times,  feel  willing. to  suffer  all 
things  for  his  brethren,  "  that  they  might  only 
knov/  Christ  in  the  po^^'er  of  hi§  resur/^ection/' 
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Fhy  sovVei'i^n  grace  to  ail  e>:i,i3ni, 

Immense  and  unconfined  ; 
From  'd^e  to  a</e  it  never  ends — 

Jr.  reaches  all  oiankind." 
The  Fall  well  nigh  passed  away,  and  ni^  fruit 
of  his  toil  and  pain  appeared  to  his  view.  How- 
ever, he  determined  to  make  another  effort,  and 
hold  a  series  of  meetings  to  strive  and  persuade 
men  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  which  took 
place  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Fall  and  Winter 
of  1843.  Oxx  the  rlrst  effort  the  work  began  in 
a  languid  waj^ ;  all  the  day  preaching,  and 
those  unconverted  were  yet  unconcerned,  and 
appeared  to  care  for  none  of  those  things,  which 
were  spoken  by  the  servants  of  the  Lord.  That 
evening  as  he  returned  from  Church,  he  told 
brother  A.  D.  L.  that  he  would  by  the  help 
of  God  make  another  effort  to  influence  the 
mind  of  sinners  to  turn  from. the  errc>r  of  their 
ways,  and  if  there  then  V\''-as  no  signs  of  fruit,  he 
would  conclude  he  might  as  well  delist,  as  all 
the  efforts  proved  unavailing,  and  sinners  were 
bound  to  gp  to  Tophtt.  He  preached  in  the  af- 
ternoon and  bid  sinners  farewell !  and  invited 
the  Christian  part  of  the  congregation  to  let  sin- 
ners alone,  pray  no  more  for  God  to  have  mer- 
cy upon  them,  but  pray  for  His  convicting  pow-.  • 
er  to  awaken  them  to  a  sense  of  their  danger  ! 
for  mercy  was  lavished  upon  them,  and  those 
tender  mercies  so  often  slighted,  would  only  serve 
to  augment  the  torments  of  that  doleful  world  to 
which  tliQy  were  fast,  travel] ing.  ^ 
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This  might  appear  very  severe,  and  mnchris- 
lian  advice  of  brother  Davis,  but  it  sometimes 
happens  in  the  journey  of  a  Christian's  pilgrim- 
age, that  Satan  will  use  every  mean  of  causing 
the  poor  blind  sinner  to  fly  frorn  their  best  inter- 
est,*-and  influencing  their  minds  to  treat  the  peo- 
ple of  God  with  contempt :  and  at  the  same  time 
using  every  effort  to  discourage  the  humble  fol- 
lov/er  of  Christ  from^  the  use  of  those  means 
which  might  ensure  the  happiness  of  the  sinner. 
We  have  heard  men  who,  if  they  were  convers- 
ed with  upon  die  salvation  of  their  precious 
souls,  say  'it  would  make  such  and  such  persons 
too  happy  if  we  were  to  get  religion.'  Nothing 
will  prove  so  effectual  to  such  persons,  as  to  ap- 
pear that'  it  is  not  of  much"  importance  wheth- 
er they  aFG  Reived'  or  lost  ;  and  when  they 
find  that  they  are  not  so  great  as  they  thought  to 
be,  they  will  bow  for  niercy  at  the  throne  of 
grace. 

The  afternoon- service  ended,  and  all  went  io 
their  homes.  Many  finding  very  great  fault  of 
Elder  Davis'  course,  indeed,  some  who  appear- 
ed previously  to '  have  no  consideration  about 
their  latter  end,  were  heard  to  ask  "  what  was 
to  become  of  poor  sinners,  ^hen  the  Elder  had 
requested  the  congregation  not  to  m.ake  any  fur- 
ther efforts,  and  let  sinners  alone.*' 

This  sunk  dee|3  into  their  minds,  and  harrow- 
ed up  the  dormant  powers  of  the  soul  trom  its 
former  .lethargy  !  The  hour  came  for  the  even- 
ing service  :  all  w:as  anxiety  ;  ppofessqrs  did  -not 


'uaderstand  the  plan ;  sinners  entirely  in  the  ciark^ 
to  battle  they  all  resorted.  They  sim^^  prayed, 
and  preached  ;  and  after  all  one  young  lady  came 
forward  and  bowed  at  the  altar  of  prayer ;  after 
av/hile  another,  and  thus  ended  the  day's  work, 
tvith  at  least,  two  penitents,  who  were  willing 
to  try  for  life  and  salvation.  Did  this  Vvork  stop 
here?  It  was  only  a  little  cloud,  as  in  the  days 
of  Ahab,  ^'  Not  larger  than  a  man's  hand ;  but 
the  sound  of  abundance  of  rain  was  heard,''  and 
ere  it  ended  hundreds  were  the  happy  stibjects  of 
that  powerful  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  up- 
on this  part  of  tiie  vineyard,  ^nd  for  three 
months  was  the.  cry  heard  through  the  different 
parts  of  the  city,  "  Men  and 'brethren  vv-hat  shall 
1  do  to  be  saved."  The  'fruits  of  that  year's  la- 
bor will  only  be  fully  realized  in  eternity. 

Time  is  too  short !  pen  and  paper  can  never 
reveal  it,  the  mind  of  man  can't  fully  compre- 
hend the  weight  of  glory  to  many  who  came  ov- 
er on  the  Ivord's  side  ;  lived  to  the  glory  of  His 
n^.e !  died  inihe  "full  assurance  of  that  rest, 
"  that  remaineth  to  the  people  of  God /^'  This 
year  passed  on,  and  it  would  appear  superfluous 
for  us  to  attempt  to  speak  upon  the  encouraging 
features  to  our  beloved  brother's  mind,  that  such 
a  state  of  things  would  present.  His  soul  couid 
^•ry  out  with  the  followir)g  stanzas  : 

U  may  hi?'  conquests  increase, 
x^nd  evorv  foe  his  power  snbo'ue  ! 

While  anj^els  cekbrate'  his  praise, 

And  salute  hi?  growing -^lory  ^ho\?. 
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Loud  'hsl4elrij:ihii      be  Larr.h, 

Frr)m  all  belovv,  and  all  above  , 
In  lofty  songs  exalt  his  name, 

In  sonos  as  ias  in^y  as  his  iovel 
Kfi  was  with  many  of  them  when  they  emer- 
ged out  of  darkness  into  the  light  and  liberty  of 
God's  dear  children ;  and  stood  by  the  bedside 
when  death  was  unlocking  the  prison  of  clay  to 
let  the  happy  spirit  free  to  grasp  the  immortal 
and  undying  glory  of  the  saints  !  as  a  company 
passed  over  from  the  Church  militant  a  few  days 
before,  to  welcome  him  into  everlasting  habita- 
tions. 

This  beneficent  kmdness  of  the.  Lord  to  his 
Charge,  wonderfully  endeared  him  to  the  people,, 
and  at  the  Conference  of  1844  he  was  requested 
back,  which  was  granted.  During- this  year  no- 
thing extraordinary  occurred  ;  as  tiiere  had  been 
a  gathering  in  of  all  kinds  of  fish^,  /-The  good 
was  to  be  gathered  into  ^vessels,  but  the  bad  to 
cast  away/*^  It  was  in  this  year  that  his  health 
became  much  impaired,,  and  the  seeds  of  Con- 
sumption took  deep  .  root  upon  hi^-  lungs.  He 
appear^  very  sensible  of  che  disease  preying  up- 
on him,  but  he  always  was  at  his  post.  He  was 
an  energetic  Preac'ier,  and  never  appeared  to 
feel  any  labor  too  great,  he  only  desired  God'3 
name  should  be  glorified!  When  advised  by  his 
friends  to  desist  from  laboring  so  very  extensive 
and  zealous,  he  would  say,  "  It's  no  use  to  be 
trilling  about  the  work,  I'll  soon  be  gone."  With 
Mf .  Young,  the  Poet,  he  Qould  s\y, 
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The  bell  strikes  one.    We  lake  no  note  of  tirri^; 
Bui  from  its.    To  ^ive  it  then  a  tongue 
Is  wise  in  man.    As  if  an  anoel  spoke, 
1  feel  ihe  solemn  sound.    If  heard  aright 
It  is  the  knell  of  my  departed  hours  ; 
Where  they  1  Wiih  the  years  beyond  the  flaodo 
It  is  the  signal  that  demands  despatch  ; 
How  muc^  is  to  be  done  !  My  hopes  and  fears, 
■  Start  up  alarm'J,  and  o'er  liTe's  narrow  verge 
Look  down  on  what  ?  a  faihomless  abyss  ; 
A  dread  eternity  !  how  surely  mine  ! 
And  can  eteraiiy  belong  to  me, 
Poor  pensioner  on  the  bouiities  of  an  hour  ? 
How  poor,  how  rich,  how  abject,  how  augl3J^t 
How  complicate,  how  wonderful  is  man  ! 
How  p'issing  wonder.  He  who  made  him  sucb, 
Who  centered  in  dtir  make  such  strange  extremes 
From  different  natures  marvelously  mixt 
Connexion  exquisiie  of  distant  worlds  ; 
Distinguished  lir.k  in  beings  endless  chain  ! 
Midway  from  nothing  to  the  Deity  ! 
A  beam  elheral,  sullied  and  observed 
Though  gullied,  and  dishonored  still  divine  ! 
Dim  miniature  of  greatness  absolute  ? 
An  heir  of  glory  !  a  frail  child  of  dust! 
Helpless  immortal  i  insect  infinite  ! 
A  worm  !  a  God  !  I  tremble  at  myself, 
And  ia  myself  am  lost !  At  home  a  stranger, 
Thought  wanders  up  and  down,  surprised  agba*?. 
And  wondering  at  her  own  ;  how  reason  reels! 
Oh  what  a  miracle  to  man  is  rte^n, 
Triumphantly  distressed  I  what  joy,  what  dr«al  ! 
Alternately  transported,  and  alarm*d  ! 
AVnat  cao  preserve  my  life  ?  or  what  destroy  ?  j 


An  arjgtFs  .i\m  czu\  snatch  me  i'.o-v.  ihe  af>iiVe  ; 
Leo;iors  oi"  angels  ca^'l  conijne  me  thhie/' 

It  was  often  in  conversation  that  he  appeared 
[o  loose  sight  of  all  worldly  things,  and  seek  £?i 
interview  v^'ith  immortal  beings.  His  mind  was 
no  way  placed  tipon  the  affairs  of  earth,  and  of- 
ten he  would  say,  ''If  I  only  had  a  mind  to  con^ 
tend  with  earthly  things  as  soiiie  men,  ho^^ 
much  better  it  might  Le  for  rne  ;  But  I  can't,  it.^ 
no  use  to  try." 

No  foot  oi  land  do  I  possess, 
No. cottage  in  ihis  wiideriiess, 

A  poor  wayfaring  inaa  ; 
I  rest. awhile  in  tents  boiow, 
Or  gladly  wander  to  and  fro, 
'i'iil  1  my  CanaHn  ^^ain:" 

The  ycai*  rolled  round,  and  on  the  13th  of 
Sept.,  1844^  vve  started,  and  travelled .  in  com- 
pany to  and  from  Conference.  We  had  a  pleas- 
ant trip,  as  the  whole  conversation  of  the  day 
was  on  useful  subjects,  and  at  night,  after  offer- 
ing our  evening  sacrifice,  hours  were  spent  in 
conversation  about  the  most  efficient  means  to 
carry  on  the  w^ork ;  and  to  spread  the  knowledge 
of  Gospel  truth'  amongst  us. 
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CHAPTER  XVL. 

His  appointment  ct)  the  Washin^^      (Pa.  )  Cir- 
cuity and  eUtenth  yeur^s  lah&j-  in  the  Gospel. 

In  Conference  bro.  Davis  was-  kind,  affable.^ 
and  unassuming  in  his  manners ;  he  zealously 
defended  his  position  when  entered  into  conflict^ 
yet  never  attempted  to  mar'  the  peace  of  those 
who  differed  from  him  in  sentiments  by  rash- 
ness. 

At  this  Conference  the  subject  of  our  Manu- 
al Labor  School  in  Ohio  was  set  on  foot,  and 
he  was  one^  of  the  first  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
Preamble  and  Consti4:ution  for  the  Un^iori  Scmi^ 
nary.    His  soul  appeared  overwhelmed  with  joy 
at  the  day  and  hour  when  the  Church  had  took 
such  a  noble  stand.    When  the  Ohio  Confer- 
ence, though  but  few  and  small,  yet  big  in  hope 
i   to  attempt  to  lead  off  in  this  magnanimous  en- 
1   terprize  ;  and  let- the  world  know  that  the  A...M. 
E.  Church  were  not  opposed  to  the  improvement 
of  her  Mliiisters,    It  vv^as  a  thronged  Confer- 
ence, and  v/e  set  day  and  .night,  and  on  one 
occasion,  when  we  had  been  encracred  till  abo,ut 
I  o'clock  at  night,  some  of  the  Committee  comr 
plained  of  fatigue,  and  wished  the  meeting  to 
adjourn.    He  replied,  "  don't  let  us  get  v/eary 
in  well  doing,  v/e  are  laying  a  foundation  for 
unborn  millions  to  look  back  to  the  day  when 
their  fattier's  laid  the  foundation  of  this  struc- 
ture; when  they  had  to  contend  with  all  the  prar 
judices  of  the  age ;  when  they  were  destitute 


'6f  the  many  advantages  that  we  now  errjoy;  ihev' 
will  then  take  courage,  and  following  our  exam- 
ple, will  rise  to  the  zenith  of  literary  glory,  and 
bless  the  day  when  we  embarked  in  this  glori- 
ous cause  !'  Scarcely  were  dur  lots  to  be  in  an 
Annual  Cciiferelice,  but  we  Were  together  upon 
some  Ccmmittee.  and  there  could  never  bo  a 
more  pkasant  companion  in  labor  than  he  was. 
Always  willing  to  sti^ive  for  the  general  good  of 
the  cause,  liis  Whole  soul  was  in  the  work  of 
the  Church.  From  this  Conference  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  Washington,  Pa.  Circuit,  when  we 
started  for  home  he  appeared  much  pleased  at 
the  change,  as  he  thought  it  might  prove  advan- 
tageous to  his  health.  He  soon  left  the  city  for 
his  new  field  of  labor,  vrhere  he  was  cheeriuliy 
c  nd  joyfully  received.  He  had  formed  consid- 
erable acquaintances  in  visiting  during  the  thre  e 
years  that  he  was  stationed;  so  that  he  sot^n 
found  himself  at  home  with  his  congregations. 
The  change  appeared  to  Hatter  him  and  his 
friends  with  the  prospects  of  a  sf  eedy  return  to 
health,  and  that  the ,  fears  of  his  sinking  under 
the  Consumption,  seemed  to  vanquish!  For  a 
season  he  seemed  to  flourish,  and  every  feature 
appeared  to  prognosticate  a  longer  and  mare  use- 
ful life  than  had  been  previously  entertained, 
-and  he  commenced  the  labors  of  his  Circuity 
vith  all  the  zeal  of  former  days. 

His  object  was  to  always  be  at  his  post,  anr. 
"not  to  disappoint;  this  was  highly  commeiida- 
ble  to  kis  hearers.    As  his  family  was  slill  in 
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I^ittsbiirgh,  and  our  residences  being  near,  we 
often  availed  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  of  eg-ch 
other's  company.  Never  was  a  visit  made  to 
his  house,  but  we  had  an  interview.  It  was  not 
long  till  he  expressed  himself  entirely  destitute 
of  a  hope  of  ever  enjoying  good  health  agm  in 
;thislife. 

,  This  thought  I  ever  strove  to  put  far  off,  and 
encouraged  him  with  prospects  of  a  long  pilgrim- 
age before  he  would  go  home,  but  it  was  in  vain 
to  attempt  to  flatter  him ;  he  felt  the  powers  of 
disease  weighing  him  down  to  his  mother  earth ; 
therefore  he  was  not  to  be  moved  from  such  sub- 
stantial premises.  In  the  commencement  of  this 
year,  a  brother  of  the  A.  M.  E.  Z  Church,  start- 
ed  a  Society  in  Washington,  and  at  the  time  we 
were  at  Conference,  he  made  his  attack,  and  used 
kis  utmost  to  divide  the  members  of  the  Church 
in  that  place.  When  brother  Davis  got  in  com- 
pany with  the  brother,  he  told  him  very  frankly, 
"thdit  he  thought  of  all  men,  we,  as  Ministers, 
ought  to  avoid  the  dividing  of  our  people  ;  they 
are  poor,  and  with  all  their  combination,  are  not 
able  to  get  along  ;  and  how  can  v/e  possibly  suc- 
ceed in  such  little  groups  as  you  are  striving  to 
get  our  people  in  ?  Better  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion to  try  and  unite,  than  to  divide  them ;  and 
as  for  my  part,  I  would  rather  beg  my  breads 
than  to  be  engaged  in  such  a  work  !  surely  God 
will  curse  such  proceedings  as  this,  so  I  advise 
you  to  stop  it The  brother  took  it  all,  appa- 
xexitly^  in  good  part,  and  said  "  he  did  not  want 
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lo  do  any  harm/*  but  still  he  continued  his  ef- 
forts in  organizing  a  Society.  Very  little  injury 
was  sustained  by  it  to  the  Church,  for  where  the 
people  have  the  right  spirit^  and  a  sound  mind^ 
they  will  not  be  blown  off  by  every  wiad  and 
doctrine. 

At  Quarterly  or  Camp  Meetings  he  was  at 
kome  !  then  he  could  participate  in  the  compa« 
ny  of  his  brethren,  and  unite  in  going  up  to  the 
kelp  of  the  Lord  against  the  raigfoy.  He  toot 
great  pains  in  trying  to  promote  his  locality ;  al- 
ways striving  to  stimulate  them  to  a  aealout 
prosecution  of  the  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,, 
and  other  useful  studies  to  quaiiry  them  to  ap- 
pear honorably  before  their  congregations »  And 
while  he  advised  others,  he  did  not  forget  hit 
own  obligation  to  his  hearers.  This  was  visible 
in  his  discourses.  Often  would  he  point  th« 
mind  with  such  clearness  to  the  joys  prepared 
for  the  faithful ;  to  the  golden  streets  j  the  jasper 
walls  ;  the  rof  es  of  paradise  ;  the  Tree  of  Life;:, 
the  crown  of  glory ;  the  drinking  from  the  crys- 
tal stream  ;  the  beholding  the  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Spirit!  till  the  humble  believer  could  say 
I  will  arise  and  hasten  to  the  feast  of  the  Lamb,, 
ind  partake  in  the  joys  of  that  blest  world ! 

This  Circuit  will  long  remember  the  many 
heart-cheering  sermons  they  have  heard  fall  from 
his  lips  from  time  to  time.  And  although  hi« 
roice  is  hushed  in  the  silence  of  death,  yet  in 
the  memory  of  many  of  his  hearers  he  is  yet 
^ive.    This  year  passed  with  its  joys  and  coa* 


IKctsf,  and  although  nothing  extraordinary  trans- 
pired, it  was  a  year  af  peace  and  aasurance  to 
ike  souls  of  bis  hearers. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

ilii  return  to  the  Washington  Circuity  and 
eleventh  yearns  labor. 

In  1845  we  were  favored  to  journey  up  togeth- 
tf  again  to  Conference  at  Columbus,  O.,  and  as 
•n  former  occasions,  we  passed  a  pleasant  tira« 
iluiirig  this  tour.  After  passing  ten  day's  close 
application,  the  session  closed ;  and  at  brother 
Davis*  request,  we  started  with,  him  to  visit  bis 
aged  parents  in  Shelby  Co.,  O.,  after  two  days^ 
travelling,  about  43  mi^es  a  day,  we  arrived  at 
the  house  of  h:j  dear  friends. 

In  a  humble  cottfcge  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy 
timbered  country,  lived  this  aged  couple.  I 
fhall  r.ever  forget  th<;  ho'ar  we  entered  the  premi- 
ses of  ihis  Visnerablu  fi>raily,  crossing  a  field  we 
mmt  to  the  house  of  one  of  his  brother's,  and  a 
li*tle  boy  saluted  him  with  *•  is  not  that  uncle 
Fftyctte.^*  Here  we  stopped  a  short  time,  and 
Iken  moved  on  to  the  next  house.  The  shades 
«f  night  was  jus';  wrapping  nsLture  in  her  noctur- 
wf!  Dilence.  All  waa  quietness,  but  now  and  then 
#ie  Toice  of  the  owl  was  heard  to  sound  througk 
the  loity  oaks  of  the  forest.  We  saw  an  elderly 
Isdy  coming  out  to  meet  us,  wiien  brother  D. 
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quested  me  to  move  on  first,  and  see  whether  his 
mother  would  know  him  or  not.  And  as  I  drew 
near,  the  old  lady  gave  me  her  hand  and  I  intro- 
duced myself  to  her.  She  looked  at  her  son  but 
could  not  make  him  out,  till  the  tenderness  of  a 
son's  heart  could  no  longer  refrain  from  the  ex- 
pression of  love  to  a  tender  parent;  he  spoke  and 
his  mother  recognized  him.  What  joy  w^as  in 
that  house!  when  the  long  absent  son  had  come, 
and  returned  to  the  bosom  of  a  loving  father  and 
mother  !  Although  it  never  had  been  my  lot  to 
see  theln  before,  yet  the  Idndness  of  the  family 
made  me  feel  myself  afc  home. 

The  old  gentleman  said  he  was  at  least  103 
years  old ;  he  w^as  cheerful  and  lively,  and  on 
Sabbath  he  walked  to  Church  in  company  with 
us,  and  from  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  son,  said 
he  almost  felt  like  a  young  man.  The  neigh- 
borhood all  came  out,  and  we  had  a  fine  time; 
the  Lord  was  present  and  that  to  comfort  his 
people.  We  had  service  twice  that  day,  arid  all 
returned  to  their  homes.  Several  years  had  elap- 
ssd  since  he  had  been  at  home,  and  it  was  thro' 
his  instrumentality  that  a  Church  was  establish- 
ed among  them,  therefore  a  few  years  could  not 
destroy  the  friendship  of  those  Christian  friends. 

We  remained  from  Saturday  until  Mondg,y, 
when  we  wero  compelled  to  bid  them  farewell, 
and  started  for  our  fields  of  labor.  Monday  night 
he  stopped  at  Muddy  Creek,  and  found  the 
friends  very  happy  to  be  favored  with  the  com- 
pany of  their  old  taithful  Pastor ;  as  he  had  tra- 
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veiled  the  Urbana  Circuit  several  years  before. 
The  next  night  we  were  parted,  he  staid  in  Ur- 
bana, and  I  went  to  Goshen,  and  both  held 
meeting  about  nine  miles  apart;  next  morning  by 
the  time  of  our  usual  starting,  he  was  on  to 
make  the  remainder  of  our  travel  to  Columbus. 
He  appeared  anxious  to  visit  as  many  places  in 
the  tour  as  he  possibly  could,  so  he  thought  he 
would  go  through  Lancaster,  O.,  and  on  his  way 
he  used  every  effort  to  call  upon  all  his  acquain- 
tances that  he  could  hear  of  liviag  within 
reach. 

It  appeared  as  if  he  was  anxious  to  see  all  his 
brethren  and  spiritual  children  before  he  left  the 
walls  of  Zion,  and  went  up  to  receive  his  re- 
ward !  At  Lancaster,  he  visited  one  of  his  Pre- 
ceptors from  Augusta  College,  a  Minister  of  the 
M.  E.  Church  in  that  place,  and  other  friends 
who  displayed  great  satisfaction  at  meeting  with 
him.  The  next  morning  we  left  for  Zanesville, 
and  had  a  joyful  Sabbath  with  the  friends  of  Je- 
sus in  this  place,  as  brother  Lawrance  was  on 
that  field  of  labor,  we  had  his  company  from 
Columbus  to  Zanesville. 

Bro.  Davis  delivered  a  pathetic  discourse  to 
: he  Church,  and  remarked  that  he  had  often  per- 
suaded the  sinners  of  Zanesville  to  flee  the  wrath 
to  come,  and  if  he  never  more  seen  them  till  at 
the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  he  would  stand  clear 
of  their  blood  !  Many  remarked  that  it  appeared 
every  time  he  visited  them  he  preached  better, 
mi  thinking  it  was  the  best  and  last  sermon  that 
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f^Fcr  his  lips  would  proclaim  in  honor  of  hig 
Lord  and  Maf^ter,  in  that  cify !  And  althougk 
it  was  a  day  long  to  be  remembered  on  account 
•f  the  visitation  of  the  Holy  Spirit !  other  cir- 
cumstances have  since  transpired  to  render  it 
more  solemn!  to  all  who  sat  that  day  under  th# 
droppings  of  the  sanctuary,  and  house  appointed 
for  prayer  to  all  nations. 

We  parted  from  the  brethren  on  Monday  mor- 
ning for  the  Washington  and  Pittsburgh  fields  of 
labor,  as  broth -^-^  Davis  was  re-appointed  to  the 
Washington  nit,  where  we  arrived  and  spent 
the  Sabbath,  a?id  had  a  pleasant  day;  all  appear- 
ed much  edified  in  the  appointment,  and  his  re- 
turn to  them  another  year. 

During  this  tour,  and  on  all  occasions  of  our 
being  together,  he  expressed  his  certainty  of  a 
speedy  dissolution ;  and  the  only  thing  that  af- 
flicted his  mind  was  the  ill-prepared  and  help- 
less state  of  his  family,  to  meet  with  such  a 
stroke  at  that  time  !  In  conversation,  it  appear- 
ed at  times  that  the  weight  of  this  momen/ous 
subject  was  more  than  his  mind  could  bear  !  Of- 
ten after  being  at  Church,  or  other  places  where 
duty  called  him,  instead  of  going  to  rest,  hours 
were  spent  in  conversation  upon  the  interests  of 
the  Church  and  family. 

From  the  effects  of  the  disease  under  which  i 
he  labored,  it  began  to  affect  his  mind,  and  to  I 
cause  him  to  sink  under  the  weight  thereof.  He  ' 
manifested  so  much  more  weakness  of  mind  at  [ 
times  than  I  had  ever  seen  before,  made  us  feel 


71 


for  Mm,  and  strove  to  banish'as  much  as  possible 
the  distressing  thoughts  from  his  mind,  and  to 
encourage  him  to  look  forward  to  the  great  work 
the  Lord  had  yet  to  accomplish  through  his  in- 
itrumentality  !  «  Ahl  he  would  say,  if  this  old 
frame  was  not  so  much  shattered,  it  might  be 
patched  up  for  a  few  years ;  but  it  is  so  far  gone 
and  so  near  dissolved,  that  whenever  I  am  taken 
off  ray  feet  I  am  gone!^ 

I  tried  to  insist  upon  him  applying  tor  medical 
aid  to  skillful  Physician,  but  he  thought  none 
could  restore  him,  and  at  least,  in  attempting  to 
£nd  the  most  injured  part,  they  might  remove 
some  of  the  frail  ones  and  could  not  put  it  toge- 
ither  again  as  good  as  it  was.  I  visited  his  Cir- 
cuit, and  one  occasion,  we  travelled  through  the 
western  part  of  this  County,  and  then  he  assured 
me  that  he  could  not  last  much  longer,  he  felt 
Jiis  work  was  most  done,  his  young  and  helpless 
family  was  all  that  caused  his  trouble  of  mind. 

He  then  spoke  of  the  years  he  had  labored  in 
the  itinerancy.  ^  And  now,  said  he,  if  I  am  cal- 
led away,  my  only  comfort  is,  that  I  have  <iom 
the  best  I  could  for  the  Connexion,  and  hope 
they  will  have  a  heart  to  feel  for  those  I  leave 
destitute  upon  the  cold  charity  of  the  world !" 
Those  words  sank  deep  in  my  mind,  it  was  all 
iplain  before  my  eyes ;  what  would  his  family 
do  ?  referring  to  the  words  of  the  Lord  by  the 
Prophet,  Commit  your  widows  and  fatherlewi 
'Children  unto  me,  and  I  will  sustain  them 
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Whatever  the  enjoyment  of  the  Christian  in 
this  life  may  he,  the  man  who  loves  his  family 
as  he  ought,  will  find  it  a  trouhle  to  the  mind,  to 
be  called  to  leave  them  all  destitute,  and  it  is 
more  than  mortality  can  endure  without  an  ex- 
pression of  grief,  unless  the  Lord  gives  the 
grace  to  sustain  the  soul  under,  this  severe 
trial ! 

It  was  about  the  latter  part  of  this  year  that 
the  exciting  subjects  of  the  day  were  canvassed  i 
and  he  spoke  freely  of  his  fears  of  the  deleteri- 
ous effects  thereof  upon  the  vitality  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  Upon  an  occasion  when  some  er- 
rors were  published  in  relation  to  the  Church, 
he  told  an  interested  friend  ^'the  Church  I  hold 
superior  to  all  things  in  this  life,  and  whenever 
any  person  or  persons  oppose  it,  they  oppose  me; 
for  there  is  nothing  which  has  or  can  do,  for  the 
rise  and  progress  ot  our  down-trodden  and  afflic- 
ted people  what  she  has.  It  is  no  difference  in 
what  shape  they  may  appear  to  me  ;  the  salva- 
tion of  the  soul  and  body  of  our  people  is  in  her 
prosperity';  therefore  to  oppose  and  destroy  it^ 
would  be  to  destroy  ourselves." 

He  v.  as  not  in  favor  of  Christians  running  with 
the  crowd  and  following  the  woild,  but  the  stea- 
dy doctrine  whicn  he  preached  was,  Come  out 
liom  the  world,  and  be  separate  from  them.'^ 

The  standard  was  raiied  in  his  mind  against 
secret  cath-bound  societies  in  the  Church,  and  his 
language  was,  "  Let  the  day  come,  be  it  long  or 


short,  whenever  our  people  take  hold  of  those 
things,  religion  will  decline  from  amongst  us ; 
and  I  never  want  to  see  the  day  when  such  a 
state  of  things  shall  take  pl'ace/^ 

This  was  not  the  language  of  bro.  Davis  in 
the  hour  of  excitemenfj  Aut  in  the  time  of  his 
most  sober  reflections.  At  times  when  undis-- 
turbed  by  the  bustle  and  cares  of  a  busy  crowd, 
in  silent  hours  ^meditation  upon  the  interest 
of  Zion,  whilst  setting,  as  if  his  mind  was  in  an- 
other world,  he  would  often,  as  just  returned  to 
earth!  aroused  from  his  deep  thoughts,  say  ^Yes! 
yes  !  it  will  ruin  us  forever !  if  ever  our  people 
take  hold  of  it.^'  I  shall  never  forget  the  appa- 
rent emotions  of  his  mind,  and  without  fear  of 
reasonable  contradiction,  can  say,  that  if  ever 
bro.  Davis  appeared  to  dread  one  thing  above 
another  to  injure  or  impede  the  progress  of  the 
Christian  on  his  journey  to  Canaan,  this  subject 
was  the  greatest,  and  most  lamented  by  him  ! 
We  will,  however,"  pass  on  from  this,  and  at  an- 
other period  of  his  life,  have  a  few  lines  more 
on  the  subject  from  his  own  pen. 

As  we  had  entire  confidence  in  each  other, 
there  was  nothing  for  the  present  or  future  good 
of  the  Church,  ourselves,  or  families,  that  we 
thought  of  but  w^e  made  known  to  each  other  at 
the  earliest  possible  period.  And  as  is  said  oii 
Solomon  and  the  Queen  of  the  South,  ^'it  ap- " 
peared  that  we  kept  back  nothing  from  each  oth- 
er." What  joyful  hours  have  vv'e  spent  togeth- 
ir  when  all  had  gone  to  rest;  after  preaching  or 
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tnj  other  meeting  in  the  Church,  when  in  each 
other's  Charge  nothing  would  keep  us  from  being 
present  at  any  of  the  meetings,  and  when  the  ci- 
ty  clock  would  strike  one  and  two,  he  would  bt 
»s  well  satisfied  as  if  it  was  just  dark 

He  had  a  severe  attaqk  of  his  disease  of  the 
lungs  about  the  latter  part  of  tbe  Spring  of  thii 
year,  when  he  came  home  he  observed,  "I 
tboufirht  I  was  going  home,  to^eap  my  reward  ! 
but  the  Master  seen  fit  to  rais^e  up  again  for  % 
little  while,''  He  never  desired  his  wife  to  know 
how  near  he  was  to  being  parted  from  her  by  the 
irresistable  hand  of  death !  always  <?aying  "  iv 
will  do  no  good  to  trouble  her  mind  before  there 
15  any  necessity,  for  it  will  come  scon  enough." 


CHAPTER  XVHL 

His  tour  to  Conference  J  and  patience  in  dis- 
appointments. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1846,  we  took  pas- 
sage for  Cincinnati,  on  the  steamer  ,  at 

our  Conference  met  there  on  the  12th,  and  it  wat 
a  passage  that  will  lon;^  be  remembered  by  those 
;who  remain  of  the  company ;  many  of  whom 
have  since  gone  to  their  long  home !  We  left  on 
%  raise  ot  water,  heavy  loadened  for  that  place, 
and  on  the  first  night  througli  the  inadvertency 
of  the  pilot,  we  found  ourselves  in  the  morning 
on  a  bar  at  an  island  called  Brown's,  about  forty 
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fbet  or  more  from  the  channel !  This  was  recei- 
ved as  an  unfavorable  omen  at  so  eai  !y  a  day  of 
our  voyage;  yet  no  one  dared  to  cast  much  re- 
flection, as  we  hoped  it  might  not  be  long  till  w§ 
should  be  enabled  to  escape  all  the  apparent  signi 
•f  detension  by  this  misguidance. 

The  tecond  day  rolled  on  rapidly,  and  all 
hands  w^nt  to  work  to  forward  on  in  releasing 
the  boat  out  of  the  dilemma ;  and  ere  any  signt 
of  deliverance,  we  were  to  our  sad  disappoint- 
ment enveloped  in  the  dark  shades  of  night.  All 
the  change  that  could  be  discovered  in  our  situa- 
tion was,  that  by  sparring  and  heaving  the  boat 
had  got  further  from  the  channel,  and  more  deep- 
ly embedded  in  the  sa  id.  When  tiie  conclusion 
was  by  the  Master,  that  the  only  way  to  get  off, 
was  to  unladen  the  boat ;  to  this  every  mind  was 
directed,  and  our  company  which  consisted  of  sir 
who  were  bound  for  Conference;  viz :  t  avis, 
Lewis,  Conyou,  Thompson,  Bailey,  and  myself, 
agreed  to  do  all  we  could  when  the  period  arriv- 
ed for  work.  After  a  night  of  toil,  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  thi^d  day,  the  hands  were  sent  to 
get  a  flat  boat  to  lighten  the  steamer.  The  hourg 
passed  rapid,  and  some  of  us  began  to  complain, 
when  viewing  otljer  boats  much  heavier  than  the 
one  we  were  on,  passing  up  and  down  the  river, 
and  we  laying  up  high  on  a  bar.  Brother  Davis 
looked  steadily  at  the  boat  as  it  passed,  and  said 

1  should  have  liked  it  well,  it  we  had  Kept  ia 
the  right  course  and  went  on,  but  we  are  herd, 
«ur  bread  is  given,  and  our  water  is  sure,  and 


while  the  Lord  takea  care  of  us,  I  shall  not  com- 
plain. It  might  have  been  far  worse,  we  might 
have  blow  n  to  atoms  during  the  night,  but  all  is 
safe,  and  if  we  are  not  travelling  w^e  are  laying 
here  safel  so  let  us  be  thankful.'' 

It  was  not  long  till  the  boat's  men  with  a  ligh-^ 
ter  heaved  in  view^  and  all  hands  went  to  work 
again  to  lighten  the  boat.  We  toiled  pretty  much 
of  the  day,  and  when  night  came  on  again  w^e 
were  still  in  the  old  spot  not  more  than  seventy 
miles  from  Pittsburgh.  At  the  supper  table  again 
the  subject  of  dissatisfaction  was  broached,  and 
some  thought  it  best  to  go  ashore  early  the  next 
morning  and  walk  down  to  Steubenville,  which 
was  but  a  fev/  miles,  and  then  they  could  take 
passage  on  another  boat.  This  course  was  much 
condemned  by  brother  Davis,  We  may  do  all 
that,  said  he,  and  perhaps  not  get  on  as  fast  as  if 
we  were  to  stay  on  this  boat ;"  Brother  Lewis 
agreeing  with  him,  ^'  that  the  Lord  might  have 
some  wise  providence  in  this  wonderful  deten- 
tion, therefore  let  us  be  contented." 

After  devotion,  we  repared  to  rest,  and  left  the 
hands  still  working;  the  night  passed  and  the 
fourth  morning  found  us  in  the  same  place,  and 
we  were  blessed  to  rise  and  see  the  bright  rays 
of  the  king  of  day  shining  through  the  lattice  of 
our  births,  as  on  the  previous  mornings.  A  deep 
gloom  pervaded  the  minds  of  some  of  the  com- 
pany as  they  hastened  out  to  see  the  result  of  the 
nicrht's  toil !  and  found  no  relief  from  the  labor 
♦f  the  past.    Brother  Davis  came  out  with  his 
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nsual  placidity,  and  said  Thank  the  Lord  \7e 
are  all  here,  no  danger  or  accident  hath  befallen 
anj  of  us  Rs  yet,  let  us  be  contented,  brethren, 
we  are  doing  the  best  we  can  to  get  to  Confer- 
ence, we  have  worked  hard,  watched  and  prayed 
to  get  off,  and  ail  has  failed,  now  let  us  trust  the 
Lord,  and  wMt  the  result. He  appeared  to  en- 
tertain no  corrosive  fears  as  to  \yhether  he  went 
or  staid,  but  after  laboring  as  much  as  he  felt 
like,  he  w^ould  go  into  the  cabin  and  take  his 
Gre-ek  and  Latin  Testament,  and  there  set  for 
hours  as  well  contented,  seemingly,  as  if  the 
boat  was  under  ever  such  good  headway- 
He  had  a  wonderful  taste  for  study,  and  his 
whole  mind  was  upon  the  oriental  language.  He 
was  more  advanced  in  these  studies,  than  in  that 
of  his  mother  tongue.  At  length  the  boat  got 
off,  and  with  delight  he  said,  "  we'll  try  it  again 
and  assist  in  loading  up,  but  I  think  it  would  l^e 
better  if  some  other  boat  Lad  a  portion  of  what 
7>'e  have,  for  it  appears  that  the  world  has  such  a 
hold  upan  men  that  it  makes  them  overlook  eve- 
;y  thing  but  their  earthly  gain/' 

The  fourth  day  found  us  in  a  more  favorable 
position,as  we  had  now  got  to  the  channel;  but'  it 
took  us  all  that^day  and  night  to  reload,  and  with 
very  close  application  to  business,  by  2  o'clock, 
being  the  fifth  day,  Sunday  morning,  the  last  part 
and  parcel  was  placed  on  board.  The  boat  laid 
till  daylight,  as  they  were  destitute  of  fuel,  and 
the  men  had  been  toiling  from  the  first  night  we 
got  aground,  day  and  night,  till  then,  v/ith  a  ve- 
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ff  simall  exception.  The  hands  wooded,  and  %U 
•er  awhile  in  the  morning  we  found  ourselvet 
wnder  way.  All  was  right,  and  every  mind  ap- 
peared elated  with  the  idea  of  now  going  on  safe» 
Ij.  After  breakfast,  it  was  determined  that  thert 
•hould  be  preaching,  aiid  the  brethren  desired 
brother  Le^wis  to  preach  the  morning  sermon^ 

End  brother   ,  was  to  preach  at  another 

hour  of  the  day,  which  was  agreed  to. 

It  was  admirable  to  beliold  him  on  this  trip  t^ 
Conference,  we  must  pass  on,  lest  we  weary  the 
patience  of  our  re^aders  on  this  part  of  the  narra- 
tiTe.  We  were  however,  detained  again  befort 
we  arrived  at  Steubenville^  and  during  our  bro. 
L/s  ser  non  in  the  cabin,  the  hand^  of  the  boat 
were  engaged  in  reshipping  the  freight  on  another 
ateamer,  to  lighten  us  again  for  our  release  from 
ftnother  bar.  We  got  off  by  and  by,  and  tht 
brother  whose  lot  it  was^fo  prea(ffi  at  night,  wa« 
«allcd  upon  and  service  began,  the  second  timt 
for  that  Sabbath  on  the  boat-  The  passeue;eri 
were  all  very  attentive,  and  the  word  of  th< 
Lord  during  both  times  of  service  seemed  to  pen- 
etrate the  hearts  of  the  hearers ;  whilst  our  wor- 
flij  father  and  brotbier  spoke  ia  the  name  of  t)M^ 
Lord. 

His  name  dispel  my  guilt  and  fair, 
Re?ives  my  heart,  ead  cbarnas  rxiy  ear ; 
Affords  a  balm  for  every  wound, 
Aod  Satan  trembles  at  the  sound  ! 
The  service  being  ended,  all  seriously  eompo- 
aed  tkemselvei  for  rest.    We  got  oo  pretty  wel 
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tkat  night,  and  next  day,  being  iLj  «eventh  outy 

we  made  good  headway  till  evening,  and  then 
we  arrived  at  Marietta,  O*,  where  the  boat  re- 
«hipped  what  she  put  off  on  Sunday,  Started 
from  thence  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  eighth 
day,  as  it  took  all  night  to  loaden,  and  in  a  few 
miles  we  found  ourselves  aground  again.  How* 
tver,  that  day  we  made  12  miles  on  our  journey. 
By  this  time,  all  began  to  feel  it  important  to  be 
looking  out  for  an  opportunity  to  go  on  another 
boat.  Brother  D  remarked  *'it  truly  looks  di*- 
couraging  at  this  period  of  our  journey,  and  to 
be  no  further,  but  I  will  not  despair  yet.'*  The 
ninth  morning  we  left  Parkersburg,  Va.,  and 
went  several  miles  to  Buffington's  Island,  and 
iere  we  staid  all  that  day  and  night,  till  about 
•unrise  in  (he  morning  of  the  tenth  day,  when 
•he  got  offi 

It  was  not  more  than  two  miles  from  this  place, 
till  we  found  ourselves  aground  again.  We  then 
'%oncluded  that  we  bad  better  leave,  to  which 
bro*  Davis  ruildly  replied  "  Well,  brethren,  I 
am  with  you,  and  if  tlie  otker  boat  we  take  don^t 
do  any  better,  it  can't  do  much  worse^  so  we'll 
try  it,'^  It  was  not  long  after  till  a  boat  heaved 
in  view,  and  we  started  on  board  of  her,  and  ou 
the  eleventk  day  arrived  safe  in  Cincinnati^ 
Wit  rapture  of  joy  he  hastened  to  the  A.  M.  E; 
Church  oa  Sixth  Street,  where  he  found  the 
brethren  in  session;  as  it  was  about  11  o'clodk, 
A,  M*^  whea  we  arrived  there. 
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With  his  usual  cheerfulness,  bro,  Davis  began 
to  offer  his  apology  for  our  absence,  and  soon  all 
was  right,  so  far  a-s  our  journey  was  concerned. 
He  passed  part  of  two  days  in  session  with  the 

^brethren,  as  the  time  for  adjournment  had  arriv- 

.  ed.  From  this  Conference  his  appointment  was 
back  to  Pittsburgh  Station.  As  soon  as  it  was 
Tead,  he  arose  and  walked  to  the  Secretary  and 
returned  with  a  sigh,  said  he,    I  am  going  up  to 

.  Rome  to  die!''  This  Conference  placed  us  far 
apart,  and  it  appeared  a  great  grief  to  his  mind, 
as  I  was  appointed  in  Cincinnati.    We  parted  ^ 

,  alter  Conference  was  over,  and  we  both  put  up 
at  one  lodging  during  our  stay  in  the  time  of  Con- 
ference. 

He  concluded  to  visit  his  parents  once  more, 
and  as  he  had  to  take  public  conveyance,  he  ex- 
pressed a  desire  of  my  accompanying  him  again, 
but  yielded  to  circumstances.  He  left  for  liis 
father's  where  he  remained  only  a  few  days,  and 
returned  through  my  Charge  from  Shelby  Co.  ^ 

He  preached  for  me,  and  we  had  a  parting  con- 
versation on  that  day,  as  he  determined  to  leave 
next  morning  for  his  Station.  When  speaking 
to  him  of  removing  from  Pittsburgh  to  my  owa 
field  of  labor,  to  this  he  would  not  hear  ;  but  re- 
marked "  Let  them  stay,  and  cope  backward 
and  forward,  and  rather  than  you  to  go  away 
where  we  will  not  havd  an  opportunity  of  en- 
joying each  other's  company,  I  will  come  dow:: 
and  visit  your  people,  and  let  you  visit  rczi.e 
three  or  four  weeks,  only  don't  move.'*  Or 


Hi 

his  journey  to  his  father's,  as  he  was  running  to 
get  in  the  Cars  (being  rather  late)  he  fell  on  a 
bar  or  cross  rail,  which  very  much  affected  his 
side.  And  the  evening  we  staid  together  in  Cin- 
cinnati, he  rubbed  it,  and  in  the  morning  he  said 
he  felt  somewhat  relieved  of  the  misery.  I  again 
insisted  upon  his  application  to  medical  aid  in 
his  case,  which  he  thought  might  prove  advanta- 
geous. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

His  twelfth  yearns  labor^  return  to  Pittsburgh 
Station,  his  last  discourse  before  the  Ohio- 
Co7tferenee,o7i  the  death  of  Rev.  H.  Adcri- 
■071 J  and  our  parting  scene  ! 

We  parted  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  13th 'Of 
October,  after  accompanying  him  to  tiie  boat, 
e  again  repeated  the  saying  of  the  Apostle,  "I 
am  going  up  to  Rome  to  die,''  concluding  that 
his  system  could  not  long  bear  up  under  the  op- 
pressive smoke  of  that  city.    I  must  not  pass 
by  the  intelligence  of  his  brother's  death;  at  Con- 
.  ference  he  received  the  information  of  the  de- 
ease  of  his  brother  Alfred,  which  had  taken 
place  some  short  time  previous.    He  appeared 
to  be  very  much  affected  and  said,     is  it  possi- 
ble that  brother  Alfred  is  gone  before  me  !'^ 
While  preaching  the  funeral  sermon  of  the  Eev. 
Henry  Adcrison,.  on  that  occasion  he  appeared 
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to  look  with  great  delight  to  the  Christian's  vie-  - 
tory  over  death  and  the  grave.    In  his  discourse 
on  the  gain  of  a  Christian,  "  For  me  to  live  is 
Christ,  but  to  die  is  gain.'^ 

His  soul  appeared  filled  with  rapture  at  the 
thought,  "that  the  Christian  should  triumph 
over  the  powei  of  death  and  the  grave  !"  And 
in  his  remarks  he  thus  spoke,  "  Death  thou  hast 
killed  our  fathers,  our  mothers  ;  thou  hast  killed 
our  brothers,  sisters,  and  wives ;  thou  hast  killed 
our  children  and  friends,  but,  O  glory  to  our 
conquering  Savior  !  from  thy  power  and  domin- 
He  shall  set  us  entirely,  free  !  and  we  shall  meet 
those  who  die  in  Christ,  where  thy  power  will 
never  be  feared,  and  pain  and  anguish  shall  flee 
away."  He  spoke  of  his  own  decease,  and  as- 
sured us  all  if  he  should  be  the  next  who 
fell  in  death,  in  glory  they  w^ould  see  him  on 
that  joyful  day !  'and  with  the  blood-washed  and 
ransomed  throng  they  would  spend  an  eternity 
of  bliss  !  in  gazing  on  the  Jasper  walls,  drink-  • 
ing  from  the  pearly  streams  !  plucking  the  roses 
of  paradise,  and  fluteing  their  golden  pinions 
round  the  eternal  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb 
forever  This  was  his  last  discourse  before 
the  Conference  truly,  and  he  was  months  previ- 
ous to  the  ensuing  annual  meeting,  sleeping  that 
long  last  sleep  of  death  ! 

It  has  been  observed  that  we  were  separated 
this  year  hundreds  of  miles,  and  after  a  few  days 
we  had  to  part,  and  it  was  like  Jonathan  and  - 
David,  although  only  intended  for  a  few  weeks, , 
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yet  the  thought  of  our  being  so  far  apart,  was  af- 
flicting. Through  the  mercy  of  God,  however, 
it  was  but  a  short  time  till  we  were  again  togeth- 
er, and  that  to  make  the  final  separation  on  earth 
to  meet  no  more  till  at  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ !  The  removal  of  the  family  was  very 
heart-rending,  he  observed  to  him,  as  he  would 
willingly  serve  my  people  three  or  four  weeks,  and 
let  me  remain  with  my  family  for  that  period,  ra- 
ther than  for  me  to  take  them  away;  but  calmly 
agreed  to  v/hat  might  be  considered  to  our  inter- 
est. This  is  a  spirit  which  all  Ministers  should 
be  possessed  of,  to  seek  his  brother's  good  as 
his  own,  and  so  fulfil  the  law  oi  Christ. 

It  maybe  here  inquired  to  know  why  the  pro- 
posal was  not  agreed  to,  if  there  were  such 
friendship?  We  freely  answer,  as  was  admit- 
ted by  our  beloved  brother ;  the  severity  of  the 
winter  might  hav«  obstructed  <)ur  passage,  and 
if  lie  was  caught  away  from  liome,  it  might  con-' 
tlict  with  the  entire  arrangements  of  the  Confer- 
ence appointment  for  some  months ;  hence  we 
could  but  say,  ^^the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done." 

After  every  assurance  of  Christian  friendship, 
and  the  pledge  for  the  continuance  of  that  tie 
which  several  years  of  close  acquaintance  had 
:^nit,  and  the  oneness  of  spirit  that  we  possessed 
cemented,  we  speat  the  leisure  hours  of  both  day 
and  night  in  each  other's  company  ;  during  which 
period,  he  conversed  as  he  haa  repeatedly,  on 
the  subject  of  the  different  new  organization  of 
societies  which  was  then  about  commenGing . 
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He  was  open  and  unreserved  in  all  things^  and 
spoke  freely  the  sentiments  of  his  soul ;  and  he 
gave  it  as  his  candid  opinion,  as  has  been  obser- 
ved, and  his  words  was,  I  never  wish  to  live 
to  see  the  day  when  it  will  be  the  case,  and  the 
Lord  have  mercy  upon  .  our  people  when  it 
comes."  The  last  night  at  length  arrived,  for 
us  to  enjoy  each  other's  company ;  and  we  set 
together  till  1  o'clock,  after  which  we  parted  to 
meet  the  next  morning. 

Early  on  this  morning,  being  the  28th  of  No- 
vember, he  called  again  and  spent  a  few  moments 
with  us  on  this  memorable  day!  We  say  mem- 
orable, because  it  was  a  parting  for  eternity!  and 
cannot  soon  be  fors^otten  thou'^h  years  may  roll 
away,  and  seasons  change,  the  scenes  of  that 
day  is  yet  fresh  in  ousj  mind.  He  v^^iiiidrew  with 
the  understanding  to  rejoin  us  again  before  we 
left.  According^  he  did,  and  in  a  manner  ex- 
pressed more  by  actions  than  words,  he  bid  us 
all  farewell ;  he  pressed  my  hand  with  the  words 
^^the  Lord  go  with  ^'02i,'' and  scarce  another 
word  passed  in  the  parting  sceue !  as  all  v/as 
equally  affected  !  all  felt  the  deep  pangs  of  sor- 
row in  parting  from  one  so  much  esteemed  !  This 
parting  was  not  anticipated  by  me  the  last ;  but 
since  h^ve  thought  our  beloved  brother  was  of 
that  opinion,  w^hich  truly  was  ;  and  the  hand  we 
then  shook  was  fop  the  last  indeed, 
Till  in  tliat  ho'y,  kaopy  land, 
We'll  strike  anevv  ihe  iiBmnrial  hand. 

It  has  been  stated  to  us,  and  was  remarked  by 
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Kis  congregation,  that  his  whole  soul,  mind,  and 
spirit  appeared  given  up  to  the  work  of  preach- 
ing Christ  and  him  crucified ;  and  on  some  oc- 
casions he  said,  when  difficulties  appeared,  ^'  if 
you  don't  intend  to  do  right,  brethren,  you  can 
do  as  you  think  best  ?  but  Davis  is  going  to  look 
out  for  himself,  and  try  to  make  his  everlasting 
escape." 

We  have  previously  stated  that  we  had  an  in- 
terview with  our  brother  upon  the  subject  of  oath"* 
bound  Societies,  on  the  last  of  November,  and  » 
then  his  opinion  was  stated.  We  now  have  his 
letter  of  February,  just  seven  weeks  before  his 
death,  and  we  feel  assured  that  he  spoke  as  can- 
did on  this  subject,  apparently^  to  our  mind,  as 
ever  we  heard  him  on  any  subject. 

Brother  Davis  after  reading  it,  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing encouraging  letter  : 

Pittsburgh^  Feb.  6th,  1846, 

Dear  Brother :— I  take  this  opportunity  to 
let  you  know  how^  we  are,  and  the  friends  of  old 
Pittsburgh.  My  family  is  well  at  present,  and 
all  the  friends  in  general  are  well.  As  this  leaves 
me,  I  hope  it  may  find  you  enjoying  the'  same 
good  blessing,  and  family.  I  have  beea  waiting 
to  get  something  of  importance,  but  have  noth- 
ing. I  find  that  you  will  fight  against  error  and 
vice  of  every  kind,  fight  on  with  unyielding  ef- 
fort, and  the  Lord  will  defend  truth  and  rebuke 
error  !  I  have  not  been  well  this  winter,  there- 
fore I  have  not  exerted  myself  very  much.  We 
have  nothing  of  an  extraordinary  character,  J. 
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M.,  has  got  religion ;  happy  in  the  love  of  God  f 
There  are  some  yet  who  appear  to  be  seeking  re- 
Jigion.  Brother  G.  C.  is  going  on  strong.  Amen. 

F.  Davis. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

His  last  illness  and  death,  tcith  some  reinarh^ 
from  the  Eei\  S.  Johnson^  on  his  peaceful 
and  happy  end. 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  close  of  his  life! 
and  shall  have  a  few  things  to  notice  in  the  last 
few  weeks  thereof.  From  years  we  have  come 
.down  to  months,  and  now  we  have  got  to  weeks, 
and  soon  we  shall  have  days,  hours,  and  mo- 
ments, when  eternity  begins  !  A  few  weeks  be- 
fore his  decease,  he  appeared  to  enforce  the  doc- 
trine of  salvation,  and  insisted  on  his  congrega- 
tion walkiuor  worthy  of  the  hiorh  vocation  where- 
unto  they  v/ere  called.  He  had  not  visited  his 
congregation  as  it  was  the  custom  for  him  to  do. 
but  a  lew  days  before  he  was  taken  down,  he 
started  out  and  went  round  and  visited  a  large 
number  of  his  members  ;  informing  them  that 
he  was  m.ost  gone,  and  he  felt  that  he  must  soon 
put  off  this  tabernacle  !"  Many  cf  them  tho't 
different  from  him,  and  requested  him  not  to  say 
so,  as  they  hoped  better  things ;  he  observed  'you 
w^mt  believe,  but  you  will  find  some  of  these 
days,  I  y/ill  go  like  a  shooting  star,  and  leave 
you  all  below.'' 
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He  still  strove  to  refrain  from  communicating 
^  to  his  companion  his  expectation  of  a  speedy- 
exit.  As  he  had  often  stated  that  he  knew  it 
would  be  distressing  enough,  when  it  could  not 
be  concealed  any  longer,  to  tell  her. 

So  visible  were  the  signs  of  the  disease  prey- 
ing upon  him,  that  his  companion,  as  she  infor- 
med us,  considered  it  very  important  to  his  wel- 
fare, to  make  application  to  his  physician.  But 
he  thought  it  would  not  avail  much,  for  he  con- 
sidered whenever  he  was  taken  off  his  feet,  he 
would  be  out  of  the  power  of  any  earthly  phy- 
sician to  raise  him  up,  hence  he  did  not  fully 
comply.  This  might  appear,  to  some,  a  great 
error  in  our  brother ;  for  th^y  might  suppose, 
that  had  the  proper  medical  aid  been  applied  in 
rime,  he  might  have  stood  it  for  several  years, 
md  his  family  enjoyed  the  benefit  and  blessing 
~)f  a  kind  provider  and  a  loving  parent.  But  it 
,vill  be  remembered  that  his  mind  led  him  to 
that,  and  he  was  established  in  the  opinion  that 
whenever  he  went,  he  would  have  a  quick  voy- 
age over  Jordan! 

"  He  still  applied  his  mind  to  study,  and  found 
himself  getting  weaker  and  v/eaker.  The  week 
passed  away,  and  on  Sabbath  he  filled  his  place 
in  the  sanctuary,  and  gav^e  his  congregation  a 
happy  discourse. 

And  as  he  found  his  strength  failing  he  preach- 
ed but  once  on  that  Sabbath ;  but  gave  a  warm 
exhortation  after  the  Preacher  who  filled  tlie  next 
appointment. 
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This  brings  us  to  within  thirteen  days  of  hig 
'death.  This  week  he  passed  through,  and  very 
little  change  was  evinced  to  the  eye,  but  doubt- 
less, he  felt  more  than  could  be  seen,  for  it  was 
observed  that  he  did  not  stir  so  much  about  as 
he  had  formerly  done. 

Sunday  morning  came,  and  he  got  ready  for 
its  services,  and  went  to  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
The  morning  appointment  was  on  the  hill,  and 
to  it  he  wended  his  way.  He  entered  the  pulpit 
and  after  a  short  address  to  the  throne  of  grace 
in  secret,  he  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  public 
worship  of  God. 

After  singing  and  prayer,  he  announced  his 
text,  which  was  Rev.  Chap.  2,  v.  17.  ^^To  h.'m 
that  overcometh,  will  I  give  to  eal  a  ^  the  hidden 
manna,  and  will  give  him  a  white  stone,  and  ih 
the  stone  a  new  name  written,  which  no  man 
knoweth  saving  he  that  receiveth  it." 

It  was  with  unusual  solemnity  that  he  spoke 
on  the  occasion.  He  encouraged  his  congrega- 
tion, by  the  glorious  reward  which  was  held  out 
in  the  gospel  to  those  who  overcome,  to  never 
think  of  yielding;  and  observ^ed  ''that  he  felt 
like  soon  conquering  !  His  fight  was  most  done; 
the  conflict  was  nidi  over,  and  he  would  soon 
go  up  to  gaze  on  the  roses  of  Paradise,  to  view 
the  jasper  walls,  and  step  from  star  to  star  in  the 
new  Jerusalem  !"  It  appeared  that  he  w^as  so 
overpowered  during  the  service,  that  he  could 
not- contain  himself,  but  gave  vent  to  his  feelings 
by  a  flood  of  tears  of  joy,  surpassing  all  that  had 
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ever  been  witnessed  . by  any  of  his  hearers!  And 
in  conckision,  he  remarked,  that  if  he  never 
more  stood  before  them!  and  they  no  more  heard 
his  voice,  to  remember  that  he  had  overcome." 
And  what  claimed  more  than  usual  notice,  after 
the  sermon  was  over,  he  still  continued  to  w^eep 
as  though  the  vessel  was- ready  to  break. 

He  returned  home,  and  was  insisted  on  to  re- 
main there,  as  the  people  knew  he  was  feeble  ; 
but  he  thought  he  was  able  to  go  out  again,  and 
went.    He  gave  an  exhortation  on  that  occasion, 
and  exerted  himself  in  his  w^eakness  beyond  what 
any  one  could  have  thought  he  could  stand,  but 
The  nearer  stiii  he  draw s  lo  landj 
More  nobler  ail  his  powers  expand." 
.  This;  it  will  be  rememibered,  was  six  days  be- 
fore his  decease  !    The  day  passed  away  and  he 
returned  to  his  dwelling,  and  repared  to  rest ; 
quite  weak  and  feeble.    His  ccnnpanion  observ- 
ed to  him  ^'  that  she  thought  he  was  doing  him- 
self a  great  injury,  he  hid  better  not  labor  so 
hard,  and  take  som.e  medicine  that  would  help 
him  ;  even  if  he  did  not  wish  to  go  immediately 
under  the  Doctor  to  take  prescriptions." 

He  at  length,  told  lier  that  he  thought  he  would 
if  spared  to  see  the  next  day ;  this  afforded  some 
relief  to  her  troubled  mind!  The  morning  came, 
and  after  breakfast,  the  friends  in  passing,  calL^ 
to  see  how  he  was,  he  set  up  and  conversed 
cheerfully,  and  appeared  as  well  as  usual,  only 
somewhat  weaker ;  and  this  was  considered  a 
reasonable  state  from  the  excessive  labors  of  the 
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past  Sabbath.  He  passed  the  day,  however,  anc 
onetime  he  said  to  his  companion  "I  feel  imu- 
sually  weak.'' 

It  was  then  very,  visible  that  he  was  laboring 
under  a  severe  sinking  spell  of  the  last  stage  of 
Consumption.  She  helped  him  to  the  bed,  and 
he  rested  awhile  in  that  position :  and  then  got 
up  and  walked  about  as  usual. 

Tuesday  morning  he  arose  as  usual,  and  pre- 
pared to  walk  down  in  the  city.  He  went,  and 
atter  a  short  stay,  returned  and  set  down,  com- 
menced conversing  freely  with  brother  Lewis 
who  had  called  to  see  how  he  was.  And  while 
setting  composed  and  in  a  state  of  calmness,  a 
neighbor  came  in,  and  in  a  stentorious  voice  in- 
formed him  that  a  difficulty  had  occurred  which 
would  cause  him  some  trouble,  and  he  might 
prepare  himself  for  it.  The  brother  who  was 
conversing  with  him,  stated  that  the  matter  was 
not  of  any  great  magnitude,  and  that  the  persons 
interested,  would  be  sufficient  to  make  their  own 
an-angements.  But  tliis  sudden  and  exciting  in- 
telligence, in  the  way  it  was  presented,  wen: 
through  him  like  an  "electric  shock,  and  appeared 
to  paralyze  all  his  powers!  And  it  was  stated  to 
us  by  brother  Lewis,  that  it  changed  him  in  a 
few  moments,  as  much  as  several  day's  sickness 

It  may  be  a  matter  of  inqiury  to  the  reader  to 
learn  what  was  the  great  storm  of  which  he  was 
warned,  and  urged  to  such  a  great  preparation 
to  meet  the  contest.  We  will  give  it  in  a  few 
words.    The  circumstance  was,  that  his  com- 
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panion  and  one  of  the  neighbors  occupying  the 
same  yard  had  some  difference  about  the  child- 
ren, and  some  words  passed  between  the  two  wo- 
men ;  finally  the  other  sister  felt  herself  aggriev- 
ed, and  requested  her  husband  to  have  her  (sis- 
ter Davis)  indicted  for  something  said.  This 
request  was  complied  with,  as  w^as  stated  by  the 
friend  in  his  remarks  to  brother  Davis,  as  has 
been  obser\-ed,  and  that  was  the  great  storm  ! 

How  careful  persons  should  be  in  communi- 
cating to  diseased  persons,  things  which  at  other 
times  w^ould  not  affect  them  at  all  will  prove  fa- 
tal to  a  shattered  constitution.  And  even  had 
there  been  a,ny  thing  said  that  injured  the  feel- 
ngs,  how  easily  could  it  have  been  rectified  by 
the  parties,  without  the  least  occasion  of  such  a 
course  being  pursued  ?  But  we  will  leave  this 
vent,  and  pass  on  to  the  pow^erful  effect  the  in- 
telligence had  upon  him  !  It  has  been  observed 
that  bro.  L.  strove  to  dispel  it  by  conversing 
with  him ;  but  the  excitement  of  his  mind  from 
this  intelligence  had  gained  the  ascendancy  over 
his  physical  powers.  The  surprise  was  tco 
:^reat!  the  alarm  too  sudden  !  He  sat  motion- 
less for  a  while,  and  then  sank  from  his  chair, 
without  the  power  to  move  !  He  was  raised  up 
laid  in  bed,  and  after  sometime  he  revived  again. 
From  this  he  kept  his  bed,  only  a  few  moments 
at  times  was  he  able  to  set  up.  And  during  this 
day  he  suffered  greatly  with  pain.  His  physi- 
cian was  called  in,  and  soon  decided  the  case  a 
hopeless  one.    He  was  visited  by  the  brethren 
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oil  the  ensuing  day,  and  he  told  them  that  his 
work  was  done,  he  would  not  last  long!"  They 
strove  to  build  him  up  with  a  hope  of  recovery, 
but  he  declared  his  own  feeling  assured  him  that 
he  was  ^.Imost  home  ! 

The  excitement  of  the  report  which  had  such 
a  deleterious  effect,  had  now  become  allayed,  and 
he  assumed  his  usual  calmness  of  mind.  He 
then  conversed  freely  about  his  approaching  dis- 
solution to  his  wife'  and  all !  and  requested  them 
to  prepare  for  it.  On  Thursday  before  his  de- 
cease, he  called  his  companion  to  his  bed,  and 
told  her  ''to  prepare  her  mind,  by  looking  to  the 
blessed  Savior  for  grace  for  what  v/ould  soon 
take  place  !  That  he  would  soon  be  called  away 
from  her,  and  that  none  would  be  able  to  sustain 
and  support  her  but  Jesus."  She  replied  she 
would  do  so  by  the  grace  of  God  !  You  will 
then  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  you  believe  that  he 
loill  take  care  of  you  and  the  children  '^O 
yes,"  said  she,  "  I  do,  and  I  will  trust  in  him!" 
Then  said  he  "  that  is  enough  \  all  is  right !" 
He  said  no  more  on  the  subject  to  her,  as  he  had 
committed  her  to  the  widow's  God,  and  the  or- 
phan's protector  !  His  sky  appeared  calm  now 
as  the  summer's  eve,  and  he  was  waiting  for  his 
change ! 

None  anticipated  the  hour  of  his  departure 
was  so  nigh  !  but  hoped  he  would  revive  again, 
and  spend  some  months  more  at  least  with  them, 
but  these  lines  were  being  accomplished  in  him, 
Shrinking  from  the  coid  hand  ol  death, 


I  soon  shall  sathei-  r,p  my  feet ; 
Shall  snm  resion  this  fleeting  breath, 
Ai:d  die— my  father's  G  h]  to  mf?et ! 
Friday,  all  day,  was  one  of  quietness,  he  laid 
ranquil,  and  very  much  composed,  oaly  con- 
versing when  spoken  to.  Ilis  appearance  assum- 
ing more  and  m.ore  the  likeness  of  one  whose 
steps  were  almost  numbered  ! 

Saturday  found  him  in  much  tlie  same  state, 
rather  more  drowsy,  and  disposed  to  sleep,  which 
was  overcome  at  times  vv^hen  the  brethren  would 
call  and  converse  with  him.  He  appeared  fully 
confident  in  the  change  soon  taking  place,  and  at 
times  when  they  would  speak  of  his  recovery, 
he  would  ansvv^er  "  on  the  other  side  of  Jordan 
I  will  enjoy  perfect  health."  The  time  rolled 
on  and  he  continued  to  be  drovrsy  till  evening, 
when  he  aroused  up  and  appeared  restless,'  and 
continued  wakeful  all  the  night,  yet  perfectly  at 
himself. 

After  the  turn  of  the  night,  he  appeared  4;o 
sink  verj{,  rapidly  till  daylight,  and  early  Sund^/ 
morning  the  signs  of  death  was  so  visibie'thdt 
all  could  perceive  the  hour  at  hand  !  His  voice 
began  to  fail,  and  his  speech  was  low  and  much 
depressed,  his  breathing  became  hard,  and  a  suf- 
focation occasionally  ensued. 

The  Eev.  Samuel  Johnson  who  attended  liim 
daily  during  his  illneso,  came  into  his  room  on 
■  hat  morning  at  an  early  hour,  and  he  appeared 
c.heerful  in  ihe  swelling  of  Jordan, 
Thy  friendly  crook  shall  give  ra-j  aid, 


94 


And  guide  me  through  the  dreadful  shad  •  !  , 
Sunday  morning  he  appeared  very  cheerful 
though  weak,  and  was  conversed  with  on  his  lat- 
ter end,  and  w^hen  on  the  verge  of  Jordan  he 
could  smile  on  being  informed  that  his  labor 
would  soon  be  ended,  Bros.  A.  D.  Lewis, 
Johnson,  and  Hawkins,  all  had  devoted  their 
time  to  his  service  during  his  lasl  illness,  waited 
to  see  his  departure !  and  after  a  few  minutes' 
stillness,  there  appeared  to  be  a  suffocation,  and 
then  a  calm  breathing,  and  about  8f  o'clock,  on 
the  28th  day  of  ]\Iarch,  1847,  while  his  family 
and  friends  surrounded  his  bed,  died  Dandridge 
Fayette  Davis,  a^ed  37  years,  a  zealous  Min- 
ister of  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  faithful  laborer  in 
the  vineyard  of  the  Lord! 

The  testimony  of  brother  Johnson  will  be  in- 
teresting at  this  point,  we  therefore  give  it,  as  he 
was,  as  has  been  observed,  a  constant  attender  on 
our  brother. 

Pittsburgh^  June  12:h,  1849. 
Dear  Brother: — From  your  request  lo  stale  any 
facis  that  I  am  in  possession  cf  respeciiug  the  ills 
Dess,  death,  and  last  testimoiiy  of  our  beloved  bro  h- 
er  D.  Fayette  Davis.  I  am  hippy  to  have  the 
honor  to  do  so.  I  was  with  him  every  day  from  the 
lim»  he  was  taken  sick,  until  he  departed  from  time. 
He  was  confined  to  his  bed  about  one  week,  and 
truly  bore  his  sickness  with  much  patience !  la- 
deed  I  frequently  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject 
uf  leaving  time  and  entering  on  eternity !  he  rejoi- 
ced at  the  thought !    He  inforosed  me  that  "  he  had 
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examined  himself  closely,  and  felt  that  he  strove  to 
serve  the  Lord  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  he  was  not 
afraid  to  die  and  said  **  he  felt  fully  resigned  to 
the  voice  of  God,  and  if  the  Lord  saw  fit  to  take 
him,  he  would  go  to  heaven  like  a  shooting  star ! 
There  was  nothing  that  interrupted  his  happiness  at 
all."  It  was  truly  consoling^to  hear  oar  dear  brother 
talk  about  going  to  glory!  he'said  he  loved  the  Lord 
to  the  end  !  and  loved  his  family  also.  Death  did  not 
destroy  the  love  he  had  for  his  family,  if  his  wife 
and  children  were  in  the  State  of  Ohio  among  his 
iriends  he  would  like  it ;  but  he  felt  willing  to  leave 
the  event  to  the  Lord.'' 

The  morning  he  died,  I  observed  to  him  that  I 
discovered  the  time  he  had  to  live  was  most  out ;  he 
looked  up  in  my  face  and  smiled.  I  said  to  him, 
brother  Davis  you  will  soon  be  in  that  blessed  city 
you  so  often  told  us  about  in  preaching.  He  cried 
out  "  glory  to  God  !"  after  this  our  conversation 
ceased,  and  in  about  10  or  15  minutes  he  lost  his 
speech.  Brother  Davis  fell  asleep  in  Christ,  thai  - 
morning  between  8  and  9  o'clock. 

I  remain  yours  in  Christ, 

Samuel  Johnston. 

Or  that  Sabbath  morning  quite  a  number  of 
\is  congregation  was  expecting  to  hail  their 
Preacher  at  the  Church,  but  to  their  great  sur- 
prise, they  were  met  with  the  iatelligence  of  his 
death!  His  remains  was  followed  to  the  Church, 
and  the  funeral  discourse  preached  by  the  Eev. 
-  George  Boler,  and  from  thence  conveyed  to  the 
M,  E.-  Church  Cemetery  on  the  hill,  and  depos- 


96 


ited  in  a  lot  of  Mr.  Richards,  and  left  a  wife  and 
four  small  children  to  mourn  the  loss. 

The  youngest  child  called  for  his  father,  and 
only  survived  him  a  few  months;  and  about  13 
months  after,  his  wife,  sister  Elizaoeih  Davis, 
was  taken  do^vn  of  the  sam.e  disease,  and  lintrer- 
ed  on  till  the  ensuing  February,  during  which 
time  she  obtained  the  blessing  of  perfect  love  ! 
She  was  after  that  a  flame  of  devotion  and 
thankss^ivmo;  to  God  for  all  thin^-s ! 

It  was  our  lot  to  visit  her  during  her  illness, 
and  although  three  dear  little  promising  children 
surrounded  her  bed,  and  looked  up  to  her  as  their 
only  protector  in  life,  yet  she  could  say  ^^the 
Lord  has  taken  the  weight  of  my  children  en- 
tirely off  !  I  have  not  only  committed  myself 
but  my  offsprings  to  the  Lord  ;  and  He  has  pro- 
mised to  take  care  of  us."  No  murmurino:  voice 
proceeded  from  her  lips,  but  amidst  the  most  ex- 
treme bodily  suffering  she  w^as  calm  and  se- 
rene ! 

Before  Christmas  she  desired  to  see  her  child- 
ren, Mrs.  Green  and  her  little  daughter  at  her 
bedside  ;  we  will  here  remark,  that  at  this  stage 
of  her  illness,  the  two  youngest^Sarah  J..,  a  fine 
little  gill  of  about  6  years  of  age,  and  Charles 
Hanson,  a  little  boy  of  4  years,  were  taken  to 
their  homes  ;  at  brother  J.  P.'s  was  tlie  little  girl, 
and  at  Mrs.  W.'s  the  little  boy,  while  George  the 
eldest  boy,  staid  with  his  mother.  And  accor- 
dingly her  request  was  granted,  and  on  the  day 
they  all  met,  and  she  had  the  gratifi-riticn  of  mirid 
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oF  seeing  them  al!  tog-tiier  once  more  on  that 
day.  When  (he  time  drew  nigh  for  them  to  re- 
turn to  their  homer,  one  of  the  children  appear- 
ed  to  weep,  and  wished  to  remain,  and"  this  ga-  e 
our  rister  much  pain.  She  expressed  herself  the 
next  day  in  deep  regret  for  doing  so,  and  said,  'I 
think  it  w^as  the  enemy  that  tenipted  me  to  this, 
to  mar  my  peace however,  it  v/as  hut  a  shoit 
time  till  the  cloud  dispersi^d,  and  the  ^-sua  of 
righteousness  arose,  v,'i:h  healing  in  his  wings.'' 
She  remained  in  perfecx  \^eac2  from  that  until 
her  Last  moments  ;  on  ihiC  day  before  she  died, 
she  appeared  to  be  entirely  gone,  whih<^.t  a  num- 
ber of  IViends  surrounded  h-r  l)ed  ;  but  aller 
.  awhile  she  revived,  and  spoke  as  though  sh?  was 
well :  and  requested  all  around  lier  bed  ''to  meet 
he;  in  glory  !  she  v/as  going,  and  w^ou!d  "oon  be 
(here!  Praise  the  Lord!  do  praise  Him!  lo.v 
precious  is  his  name.'' 
We  comn\enced  to  sing 

"  On  JordMi.'s  5»!ornjy  baTik^  I  su^'f\' 
when  Vv'e  arrived  at  the  fourth  stanza, 

'*  All  o'er  ihosi  v  ide  (  x  en-led  plain?," 
ber  voice  was  so  strong:  that  it  astonished  us:  and 
Sifter  pr.ayer  sh.e  laid  perlectly  i.omposed.  That 
night  she  was  very  restless,  but  the  next  day  she 
was  much  composed,  and  appeared  to  sJeep 
found  ;  three  hours  before  her  death,  she  again 
praised  the  Lord  aloud,  and  bid  all  farewell  I 
and  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  she  died 
iii  a  bicaveniy  calm.  Thus  ended  the  days  of 
Ijliz ^BKTii  Davis,  wife  of  X).  F.  Divis^  aged 
7 
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32  years ;  and  requested  her  funeral  sermon  to 
be  preached  from  2  Cor.  4  Chap.  17  v.  For 
our  light  afflictions  w  hich  are  but  for  a  mon.ent, 
worketh  for  us  a  far  n^ore  exceeding,  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory. Her  tody  was  followed  to 
its  last  resting  place,  by  a  number  of  Christian 
fciends,  and  buried  in  the  same  grave  with  her 
husband  and  child,  by  her  reque^it ;  the  coffins 
of  wh;  m  had  not  began  to  decay.  Sarah  Jaxe, 
iunuVed  her  mother  about  sis  months,  she  took 
ill  and  died  in  a  few  days,  aged  8  years.  Thus 
ift'C  conclude  with  ihi^-  interesting  family. 
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A    BRIEF  SKETCH 

OF  TMS  Lli'E,  &c,  OF  T.IE 

REV.  DAVrD  CONYOU. 


As  to  (h3  diy  or  y?ar  precisely,  of  brother 
Oo:sYOu's  birth,  is  out  of  our  power  to  state. 
He  was  born  ia  Loudon  Co  ,  Va.,  in  17915  and 
was  a  subject  of  oppression ;  aUhough  his  ma:s- 
ter  was  Lis  father.  His  mother  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  his  liTe  embraced  religion,  and  lived  and 
died  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  a  believer  in  Chrisf; 
and  such  was  her  godly  adinonitions  to  her  son 
David,  ihit  ere  he  iiad  arrived  to  manhood,  he 
set  out  to  seek  (he  salvation  of  his  soul !  which 
salvation  he  ibund,  when  about  seventeen  years 
of  age.  He  was  of  a  lively  turn  and  disposi- 
tion, and  he  soon  founJ,  that  the  tempter  would 
lake  great  advantage  of  his  levity;  and  he  de- 
termined 'Ho  lay  a:ide  every  weight,  and  the  sin 
that  did  so  easily  beset  him.'^  Bat  as  soon  a.^ 
he  atlempted  to  do  so,  a  new  trial  he  met ;  one 
one  of  his  former  associates  met  him,  and  saicf, 

well  Dave,  1  hear  you  have  goc  religion,  and 
I  will  now  give  you  a  flagging  to  prove  your  re- 
ligion.'^ Tiiis  vvas  a  hard  trial  to  the  young 
di  -cip'e  j  no:  faily  prepared  to  take  the  advice  of 
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the  Savior,  ^-When  they  smile  you  on  the  one 
cheek,  turn  the  other. However,  he  Tvas  at- 
tacked, and  he  strove  to  beg  off,  telling  the  young 
man  that  he  desired  notiiing  but  peace,  and 
tbxerefore  it  would  be  great  satisfaction  to  him  to 
be  in  friendship  with  all  men.  All  failed,  and 
lie  was  very  roughly  assaulted  by  the  young 
man;  he  defended  himself,  and  often  rpoke  of 
ihe  occurrence  with  regret,  c\en  till  of  late 
years. 

He  was  destitute  of  any  literary  abilities,  but 
he  soon  felt  his  soul  drawn  out  after  poor  sin- 
ners, and  commenced  leading  prayer  meetings 
iUPiOi^g  his  slave  brethren  !    He  was  an  instru- 
ment  in  the  hands  of  God,  of  turning  moiiy  poor 
v/anderers  to  the  fold  of  Christ  !    As  he  grew 
in  days  he  grew  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.    !  rom  prayer  mecfr 
irgs,  he  went  to  exhorting;  and  in  this  he  con* 
tinned  for  a  number  of  years.    He  found  great 
help  in  his  Christian  experience,  by  the  council 
of  his  loving  Christian  motlier,  till  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God  she  was  removed  from  the  sociely 
of  men,  to  the  society  of  angels!    None  can 
tell  the  good  that  may  result;  irom  the  religious 
example  of  praying  mothers  for  their  children, 
it  is  in  their  power,  to  make  good  or  bad  impres- 
sions  upon  the  young  muids  of  their  offsprings ; 
and  in  that  period  of  life  which  will  never  be  for- 
gotten.   The  fruit  of  a  mother's  tears  and  pra\-- 
rrs  will  not  only  be  felt  and  remembered  in 
ume,  but  happy  thousands  will,  in  eternity  rd- 
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joice,  through  the  instrumentality  of  an  affection- 
ate mother!  And  what  raptures  of  joy  will  it 
nfford  eacii  to  meet  in  that  heavenly  land,  where 
they  shall  enjoy  forever  ihe  society  of  those 
they  love. 

We  shall  he  under  the  necessity  of  passing 
over  the  early  history  of  our  hrotherj  in  a  very 
concise  manner.  The  time  of  his  marriage  w^e 
canno*:  state,  but  he  married  a  young  w^oman,  and 
they  lived  together  till  death  separated  them. 
His  wi'e  was  a  free  woman,  which  afforded  him 
great  comfort,  as  she  too,  was  a  professor  of  re- 
h'gion;  she  died  after  several  year's  union,  and 
left  her  husband  and  one  daiifihter  to  mourn  her 
demise. 

He  was  about  40  years  of  agew-hen  he  under- 
took to  purchase  his  time^  from  those  who  claim- 
ed him,  and  after  paying  the  sum  required,  ad- 
vantages was  about  to  be  taken  of  him  ;  and  his 
friends  advised  htm  to  go  out  of  the  way,  and  if 
thiO  (so-called)  ov/ner  attempted  to  interiere  with 
him,  they  would  see  to  his  rights. 

He  came  away  from  Virginia  in  1831,  and  set- 
tled in  Brov/nsville,  Pa.,  where  he  united  with 
the  M.  E.  Church,  and  remained  in  the  capacity 
of  a  Class  Leader  and  Exhorter.  During  which 
period  he  again  concluded  to  chose  a  help-meet, 
and  becvoming  acquainted  with  a  young  sister, 
Miss  Cassinda  Terrel,  he  determined  to  marr} , 

and  on  the  —  day  of  ,  he  associated  liis  in« 

terests  wiih  the  aforenamed  lady,  of  strict  piety, 
and  good  Christian  character.    They  were  fav- 
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ored  wiih  one  child,  that  he  named  after  him- 
self ;  and  they  lived  together  till  the  voice  of  his 
Master  called  him  av\'ay ! 


CHAPTER  n. 

The  good  effect  of  his  religious  examjJe  in 
Brotcnsvil/e,  (f-c. 
When  father  Conyou  came  to  Brownsville,  he 
found  very  few  of  the  followers  of  the  Savior; 
as  the  people  were  rather  disposed  to  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  sin.  But  through  his  instrumentali- 
ty, many  were  inlluenced  to  turn  from  the  ways 
of  sin  and  folly,  and  in  a  few  years  he  had  a 
good  little  hand  to  unite  with  him  in  the  work, 
till  he  was  convinced  of  ihe  propriety  of  uniting 
with  the  A.  M.  E.  Cnurch,  which  conclusion 
he  carried  out  in  1836,  during  the  lahors  of  the 
Rev.  S.  G.  Clingman,  on  this  Circuit,  a.id  re- 
tained his  fellowship  therein.  Bro.  Conyou 
was  always  ready  to  give  an  answer  of  the  hope 
of  glory,  tliat  he  possessed  ;  and  on  all  occa- 
sions striving  to  advance  the  interests  of  Chris- 
tianity. 

His  associations  with  the  Society  in  Browns- 
ville, was  attended  with  the  best  of  consequen- 
ces 5  and  many,  both  old  and  young,  wi  1  rejoice 
in  eternity,  from  the  eflect  of  his  labors.  He 
v^as  appointed  Class  Leader,  and  such  was  the 
fiiendship  created  toward  him,  that  he  remained 
in  this  si-uation  until  he  f'^lt  his  mind  inlluenced 
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to  go  out  in  the  hedges,  and  high  ways,  an  1 
call  sinners  to  repentance.'^ 

It  is  true  that  some  thought  bro.  CjnyouN 
ways  rash,  for.  whatever  he  saw  wrong  he  would 
speak  of  it  at  the  time,  whether  it  was  accepta- 
ble or  not.  It  was  in  1840  that  he  embarked  i.v 
the  cause,  and  soon  he  found  the  door  opened 
for  a  more  extensive  field  of  rciigious  operation. 
The  success  of  this  enterprize,  was  in  his  hands 
to  a  £:reat  decree,  for  althousrh  God  can  w-ork 
v;ithout  means  in  building  up  his  Church,  yet 
hath  He  chosen  faithful  men  in  all  ages,  to  pub- 
lish His  will,  and  carry  out  his  bright  design ! 

It  has  been  observed,  that  the  prosperity  of  the 
infant  Church  depended  much  upon  his  inte-rri- 
ty  ;  and  to  this  he  kept  a  special  eye,  and  by  a 
deportment  that  w'as  w^orthy  of  imitation,  he  in- 
vited hi$  former  friends  to  go  with  him,  and 
thereby  built  up  a  strong  society.  Many  who 
could  not  be  infiueneed  before  to  go  to  Church, 
while  the  brethren  remained  with  the  M.  E. 
Chu:ch,  in  that  place,  soon  w^ere  found  in  th« 
sanctuary  of  the  Lord,  and  their  heatts  were  cut 
to  the  quick,  by  that  Word  which  searches 
the  heart,  and  triest  the  reins,  and  is  a  discerner 
of  the  thoug  ts  of  the  children  of  men;"  and 
forsaking  their  former  habits,  joined  in  with  th? 
people  of  God,  and  thus  the  work  has  been  on- 
W'ard  ! 

The  blessings  of  this  great  change,  vras  not 
only  advantageous  to  the  people  of  that  plac^ 
spiritually,  but  temporally  also^  and  caused  an 
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entire  and  radical  change.  By  them  becoinin^^ 
religions,  they  abandoned  the  pursuits  of  former 
days,  called  innocent  amusement  or  pleasure  ; 
and  their  hard  earnings  were  appropriated  to  the 
glary  of  Godj  the  happiness  of  their  families, 
and  welfare  of  their  brelliren. 

And  the  condition  of  the  people  of  this  place 
now  compared  with  the  former,  is  a  living  testi- 
mony  of  the  validity  of  Christianity  to  better  the 
condition  of  the  whole  human  faaiily,  where  its 
doctrines  are  taught,  and  its  precepts  obeyed  ! 

At  this  point,  we  will  only  adduce  the  testr- 
mony  of  one  of  the  brethren,  on  this  subject  : 
when  reviewing  the  past,  he  exclaimed,  if  our 
people  had  only  been  instructed  and  enlightened 
i  I  this  place,  and  come  together  twenty  years 
ago,  it  w  uld  have  saved  thousands  of  dollars,  to 
carry  on  the  great  work  of  the  Gospel  ;  and  we 
would  have  been  hundreds  of  dollars  better  off 
in  this  life,  and  furthci-  advanced  toward  the 
king.'lom."  It  is  a  fact,  that  misspent  time  will 
be  lamented,  if  not  in  this  life,  most  assuredly 
in  that  to  ccme. 

'*  Tacii  kbi  US  niourii  our  fuLlLS  Lere, 

And  teck  a  Sd\iox's  Ijve  ! 
B'  linie  iiis  pieci  us  grace  lo  bhare, 
Aim]  MfiJ  bis  \  raise  above  !  ' 
T.i^;o  the  groin  of  mustard,  though  but  small, 
it  has  now  become  a  great  tree  ;  and  many  can 
jfeii  under  their  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  wheie  none 
dare  molest  ;  and  rejoice  m  hope  of  the  glory 
cf  Ccd.    And  'hror^h  all  the  ccrllicts  of  tlie 
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Church  from  its  organization  till  the  period  of 
his  more  extensive  labor  in  the  cause  of  the  itin- 
erancy, was  his  whole  soul  engaged  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Church,  and  retained  the  most  ex- 
plicit confidence  of  his  class  as  a  Leader,  and 
the  congregation  as  a  Preacher. 

7\his  we  consider  a  great  recommendation  for 
any  Preachor  to  have ;  for  if  he  is  destitute  of  a 
good  character  at  home,  and  casts  himself  upon 
strangers  to  obtain  it,  there  is  great  danger  of 
betraying  himself,  and  throwing  off  the  fig-leaf 
covering,  which  he  may  strive  to  sew  while  a 
stranger;  and  if  percliance,  he  should  succeed  in 
his  calculations,  perhaps,  at  some  point  of  his 
ncnv  horno,  he  may  find  in  his  congregation,  some 
of  those  very  persons  from  v/hose  face  he  has 
£ed,  and  here  of  cours?,  will  be  a  discomfitting 
aflair.  And  may  it  not  be  expected,  that  the 
whole  chara'j^er  of  the  man  will  soon  be  fully 
develoj)ed  ? 

And  v.'hile  the  Savior  says,  A  Prophet  is 
not  without  honor,  save  in  his  own  country,  and 
in  his  ovrn  house/*^  Yet  it  does  not  convey  the 
doctrine,  tliat  a  Prophet  shall  live  or  act,  so  as  to 
be  without,  on  account  of  bad  conduct;  but  ta 
tile  contrary.  And  after  an  exemplar}^  life  of 
devotcdness  to  God,  .;nd  his  candle  put  on  a  can- 
dlestick, having  done  all  the  good  he  possibly 
could  for  the  snlva:ion  ofthoje  around  him,  will 
find  that  another  will  come  and  do  hut  liule,  and 
will  receive  more  honor  than  he  has  for  many 
yeai's  labor  ;  nevertheless^  Preachers  must  live 


1€6 


worthy  of  honor,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  if 
they  wish  to  do  the  work  of  an  o\'5ingelist  :  this 
was  the  desire  of  our  brother,  and  he  carried  out 
during  his  sojourn  among  his  people  in  this  place. 

Brother  Conyou  was  very  conscientious,  and. 
what  he  believed  to  be  right  he  stood  to,  so  on 
the  other  hand  ;  there  was.no  compromising  with 
him,  if  wrong,  his  motto  was,     abandon  it  a^" 
once."    Oft-times  when  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Church,  he  was  found  to  standalone;  but  ex- 
perience haih  proved,  in  many  instances,  to  those 
opposed  at  that  time,  that  his  course  was  right. 
'*  Then  wiii  1  »ell  to  s  nners  round, 
Wbat  a  dear  Savior  I  have  found  ; 
Til  point  to  thy  redceminjj  blood, 
And  SHv  bdhold  the  way  to  God  !" 
And  it  is  not  always  the  case  that  good  men 
are  spared  to  reap  the  fruit  of  their  labor  in  tljis 
life,  but  they  sow,  suder,  and  contend  lor  right, 
and  die  without  the  Jright  of  its  completion  ;  yec 
others  will  reap  the  fruit ;  the  testimony  will  be 
given  in  their  favor;  and  thevj  though  dead,  yet 
sjieaketh  ;  and  through  the  boundless  space  of 
untried  being,  they  will  have  cause  to  rejoice  at 
having  done  right,  though  many  opposed  them  ! 

For  God  hath  not  given  us  a  spirit  of  fear,  but 
of  love,  of  power,  and  of  a  sound  minJ,"  and 
that  Preacher  or  Leader  who  wi!!  go  with  tlie 
multitude,  because  they  are  strong  in  numbers, 
will  eventually  destioy  himself,  and  the  people 
committed  to  his  care.  Love,  power,  and  sound- 
ness of  mind;  must  all  centie  in  a  servant  com- 
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missioned  and  sent  forth  an  ambassador  for 
Christ,  no  one  of  these  qual?ti3s  must  be  lacken, 
or  it  disqualifies  the  whole  man  for  one  of  the 
greatest  missions  ever  committed  to  men  or  an- 
gels ! 

He  was  to  the  very  letter,  ''careful  to  enter- 
tain strangers  and  under  his  roof  was  always 
a  place,  and  at  hi^  table  a  seat  for  them.  Nei- 
ther was  he  particular  of  number  when  occasion 
required;  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  divide  his 
morsel  with  as  many  as  his  house  could  hold, 
and  never  appeared  happier  than  when  making 
and  seeing  others  happy.  He  tlierefore  w\as 
kind  and  benevolent  at  home,  and  his  heart  was 
aUvays  open  to  the  wants  of  his  brethren. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Our  jirst  acquaintaince^  and  his  labors  ivhih 
a  local  Preacher^  cf-c 

It  was  my  g^od  fortune  to  fall  in  with  a  com- 
panion, though  old,  yet  possessed  of  all  the  qual- 
ities to  make  his  compar-iy  agreeable,  to  the  most 
youthful  mind  that  desired  to  love  the  Lord. 

And,  from  the  first  day  of  our  acquaintance  to 
the  time  of  his  departure,  was  there  a  particular 
intimacy  existing,  yes,  one,  which  time  did  not 
destoy,  nor  death  devour. 

In  1841,  we  first  beome  acquainted:  after  my 
first  round  on  tho  Uniontov;i.  Circut,  as  it  v/as 
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then  called;  during  this  year  he  travelled  and  la- 
bored considerably  through  the  Circuit,  for 
much  sometimes  as  a  week  would  he  be  out,  i^i- 
viting  sinners  to  return.  And  not  only  did  he 
consent  to  go  when  the  appointments  were  near 
home,  but  to  the  mcst  remote  parts  thereof;  and 
in  sections  of  country  where  we  had  no  society, 
he  was  always  willing  to  go,  and  cast  in  his  mite 
in  up  building  the  kii^gdom  of  Christ. 

And  his  labor  was  attended  with  good  to  the 
hearers;  not  only  to  believers,  but  >iis  tender- 
ness exhibited  for  the  salvation  of  the  souls  of 
sinners,  proved  effectual,  and  made  up  what  he 
lacked  in  word  while  preaching- 
He  was  a  good  instructor  of  the  youth,  and 
by  a  long  service  in  the  cause  of  his  i^Iaster,  he 
was  well  qualified  so  to  do  ;  and  lie  would  often 
rcfuark,  ^'  that  it  is  my  soul's  delight  to  be  in 
ccnveisation  with  the  young  discip'es  of  Christ, 
as  He  has  brouglit  me  through  so  many  dangers, 
and  has  never  forsaken  me,  I  fee!  to  recommend 
the  same  kind  P.cte.torto  all,  with  whcm  I 
have  intercourse.'^ 

lie  remained  in  a  local  capacity  this  year, 
nnd  near  tije  close  thereof  he  concluded  to  2:0  to 
t!i  j  Annual  Conference,  "which  was  held  in  Cin- 
cinnati, O.,  on  the  llth  of  September;  and  de- 
t  ji  mined  aho,  if  liis  service  was  needed,  to  give 
iiimself  up  wholly  to  the  work.  The  time  ar- 
rived, and  accordingly,  he  was  as  good  as  hi-i 
pro:i:ise.    He  started  a  horseback  to  travel  the 
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jonrnrv,  and  llie  poet  well  describes  (he  posi- 
tion, when  he  says, 

'Tis  'ir  ^^oziG,  'ii?  true  ! 

liul  see  I'O'v  rr.any   H^r-gers  the  Lord  has 

For,  noiVvithstanding  the  faligue  of  the  joiir- 
neyiiig  to  depress  the  spirit,  he  was  met  when 
abciU  two  hundred  miles  from  home,  wi(h  the 
sad  inte]!i[;ence,  of  the  most  destructive  mob  on 
ihe  coloured  people  of  Cincinnati,  that  ever  had 
Ijecn  knov;n.  lie  first  heard  it  at  Columbii.^, 
hut  hoped  it  was  not  a  true  report;  and,  on 
Mondaj'  morning  started  for  Springfield,  where 
the  report  was  confirmed;  and  the  advice  of  a 
number  of  friends  was,  '*to  go  no  further  but 
the  bounds  were  set.  and  he  felt  to  m.arch  up  to 
tliem,  thorough  (he  assistance  of  Him  who  cai!- 
cth  upon  his  soldiers,  to  go  cut  and  labor  in 
His  vineyard.  Early  the  next  morning  lather 
was  up,  preparing  to  renew  his  efforts,  for  the 
place  of  destination;  and  to  prose cu'e  his  journey 
to  meet  his  suffering  brethren !  After  a  few 
hour's  ride  he  arrived  in  Xenia,  where  he  met 
v.'ith  a  number  of  the  brethren,  who  v/ere  consu'- 
ting  upon  the  propriety  of  sending  \vord  to  bish- 
op Biown,  to  return  to  this  place,  and  Hold  the 
Conference ;  as  the  Minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  that  Station,  iniormeu 
them,  (hat  their  house  would  be  treely  given; 
and  their  aid,  to  sustain  the  Corference. 

Father  Conyou  lisiened  to  the  proposal,  and 
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then  remarked,  "we  are  called  hy  legal  autliori- 
ty,  to  meet  at  Cincinnati;  and  whilst  I  thank  our 
good  brethren  foi  their  kindness  and  sy  mpathy  ; 
yet,  as  for  one,  I  am  not  only  Avilling,  hut  rtady 
to  go  to  the  place  appointed,  and  by  the  grace  of 
God,  attend  to  our  business  there." 

The  brethren  agreed,  as  by  this  time  the  num- 
ber w\as  about  twehe  or  fourteen;  and  the  neM 
morning  stalled  for  Conference,  and  travelled 
through  Dayton,  and  Springboro.  During  the 
discouraging  journey  he  cheered  tlie  brethren, 
and  always  appeared  willing  to  trust  his  cause  in 
the  hands  of  his  heavenly  Father,  who,  had 
never  yet  forsook  him,  when  he  approached 
Him  with  confidence.  "Even  your  very  hai'S 
are  numbered." 

When  entering  Cincinnati,  and  all  aj^peared 
quiet,  he  said,  How  Satan  would  have  tii. 
umphfd,  if  he  cou'd  have  frightened  all  these 
Mini-teis  from  their  duty  !  " 

His  soul  was  in  the  work,  and  he  only  desir- 
ed the  approval  of  the  Conference;  but,  by  Ids 
not  applying  in  tin-ie  to  the  Elder  in  Charge,  he 
did  not  receive  his  certificate,  to  admit  him  to 
join  the  tra\  elling  Connexion. 

After  Conference  he  returned  home,  ind  faith- 
fully discharged  the  duties  of  a  local  Preacher  ; 
both  far  and  near  he  went,  as  his  means  would 
allow,  and  very  ofien  he  made  great  sacrifice,  in 
goiu^        to  ihe  go>pei.     In  this  cppaci- 

t)  hvj  iciiiciAi^o,  ctiju  ucvi/ti^u  hiS  services  to  ti:e 
Cl-u.cli,  iii  re^'.lc.:  aUc.^iin^  hi^  cla^s,  as  lead- 
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er,  and  preacliiiig  for  them  both  in  this  and  the 
neighborinn:  towns  of  Brownsville. 


CHAPTER  VI. 
His  joining  ihe  itinerancy^  and  appointment. 

Having  made  up  his  mind  to  give  hiiiiseH'  to 
the  work  of  a  travelling  Preacher  once  more,  he 
regulated  his  affdirs  at  home,  and  started  for 
Conference,  which  was  at  Cincinnati  this  year 
again. 

He  went  up  with  the  spirit  of  a  faithful  serv- 
ant of  the  Lord.  Not  disposed  to  make  a  choice 
of  the  most  pleasant  fields  for  his  labor,  but  to 
go  to  whatever  appointment  he  was  sent.  And 
remarked,  that  if  the  Lord  is  w^ith  us,  we  can 
stand  it  for  one  or  two  years  in  any  place." 
That  such  was  the  spirit  our  Loid  required  as  a 
prerequisite  to  the  sending  of  His  disciples,  is 
obvious,  for  he  says,  "  I  have  not  called  you  to 
peace,  but  to  great  sorrow  ;  not  to  ease,  but  to 
great  labors  that  thereby  ye  may  bring  forth  much 
fruit.'' 

He  w\as  received,  and  appointed  to  the  Alle- 
gheny Mission,  w^here  he  had  extensive  labor, 
a:id  great  suifering  to  endure  ;  and  received  it 
with  calmness  and  submission,  remarking  'it  may 
be  a  hard  field  to  labor  in,  but  in  the  strength  of 
the  Lord  I  will  cro  at  it."  Amidst  the  nrrpatest 
di:.:ourig'?mcnts  and  suffering.  !;is  mind  .-.t 
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ease,  and  he  was  found  pressing  on  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty. 

The  Mission  ^vas  extensive,  and  widely  scat- 
tercd  was  his  flock ;  but  at  the  lime  appointed 
he  was  expected,  and  they  were  not  disappointed. 
When  facing  the  cold  blast  of  ihe  northern  storrn. 
his  old  and  totterin^j  frame  would  sometinies  al- 
most be  cliiHed  to  death,  but  when  the  time  ar- 
rived for  his  next  appointment,  he  would  start 
and  face  the  storm.  His  first  year  was  attended 
with  considerable  success,  and  his  godly  walk 
had  endeared  him  to  liis  people. 

This  year  we  often  liad  the  pleasure  of  each 
others  company,  and  on  one  oca^^sion  at  his  rp- 
quest,  I  travelled  with  him  all  through  his  ^lii- 
fiion,  and  found  it  ia  a  fiouri-hing  condition. 

From  the  fact  of  it  being  a  new  field,  and  th-^ 
people  scattered  wide,  lie  liad  to  labor  under  ma- 
ny difficulties.  And  the  great  reason  wliy  rhe 
people  were  so  spnrselysettled  through  this  coun- 
try was,  because  there  was  no  scciety  regu\ariy 
established,  of  our  people. 

During  my  tour  wi\h  him,  in  the  Sum.mer  of 
IS46,  he  labored  at  every  appointment,  viz: 
Bridgewater,  New  Castle,  Mercer,  Meadville, 
and  Erie:  what  was  needed  of  literary  attain- 
ments to  make  a  good  shepherd,  he  certainly  pos- 
sessed it  in  his  affectionate  manner  of  address, 
vhen  persuading  the  people  in  the  name  of  his 
Divine  Master.    It  was  at  a  tim.e  gre;  t 

excitement  prevailed,  on  the  propriety  of  sepa- 
rate chui'ches,  or  ^'colored  organizati  -ns.'^ 
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When  one  of  the  Ministers  who  opposed  his 
organizing  a  society  in  Erie,  approached  him  on 
the  subject,  and  desired  to  show  him  the  error, 
brother  Conyou  heard  him  out,  and  calmly  re. 
marked  "  As  we  are  already  organized,  and  have 
a  great  many  thousand  members,  if  there  is  no 
use  of  two  organizations,  you  had  better  come 
in  with  us,  for  we  have  tried  our  friends  and  they 
have  forced  us  to  organize,  now  it  is  nothing 
more  than  right  for  those  who  have  the  true  spi. 
rit,  to  try  us  and  see  if  we  don't  do  better,  and 
treat  them  more  honorable.''  This  set  the  bro- 
ther at  rest,  and  our  father  had  no  more  counsel 
from  that  source  of  this  kind. 

How  his  soul  panted  for  learning,  and  though 
an  old  man,  yet  he  was  a  diligent  student  of  the 
word  of  God.  He  used  the  holy  Scriptures  for 
his  companion  while  on  his  Mission,  and  com- 
plied with  the  letter  of  the  Discipline,  Never 
to  be  trifiingly  employed,  nor  trifle  at  any  time; 
nor  spend  more  time  than  is  strictly  necessary  at 
any  place." 

**  No  room  for  mirth  or  trifling  here, 
Nor  wordly  hope,  or  worldly  fear, 
If  life  so  soon  is  gone  !" 

He  was  one  of  the  number  who  we  have  no 
ticed  as  being  detained  from  Conference  in  th« 
preceding  pages. 

From  the  Conference  in  Cincinnati,  being  the 
second  time  we  had  travelled  there  in  company 
hs  was  appointed  the  second  year  to  this  field  of 
severe  labor  !  and  received  it  with  cheerfulness 
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and  took  his  seat.  When  interrogated  on  the 
subject,  he  said  I  am  in  the  hands  of  God. 
and  He  will  take  care  of  me.^' 

He  returned  to  his  field  of  labor  with  the  best 
wishes  of  his  people,  and  commenced  his  second 
year's  labor  ;  and  with  the  zeal  of  a  young  man 
did  this  aged  father  enter  upon  the  duies  of  a 
Christian  Minister. 

Aud  ail  my  consecrated  powers, 
Thine,  wholly  ihine,  shall  be  !" 
It  is  not  a  matter  of  small  moment  to  engage 
in  a  Missionary  field,  especially  an  elderly  man^ 
and  ere  this  year  had  rolled  away,  he  sunk  under 
the  burden  thereof.  In  the  cold  and  dreary  win- 
ter of  '47,  did  the  Northern  winds  so  wonderful- 
ly affect  him,  that  after  travelling  all  day,  when 
he  arrived  at  the  place  of  destination,  was  so 
benumbed  that  he  could  not  dismount  from  his 
horse. 

The  friends  administered  to  his  comfort,  but 
all  in  vain  !  He  however,  pursued  his  journey 
around  the  Mission,  and  then  found  himself  cal* 
led  on  to  go  home  and  die  !  His  illness  was  of 
about  six  weeks  duration,  and  he  suffered  ex- 
tremely, yet  with  patience  and  resignation  would 
adopt  these  lines 

*  My  suiiering  lime  will  soon  be  o'jr. 
Then  I  shall  sigh  and  weep  no  more  !* 
He  returned  home  about  the  middle  of  March, 
and  took  his  bed  from  the  cold  he  caught  during 
this  severe  winter;  and  before  the  return  of 
Spring,  he  was  gathered  to  his  fathers ! 
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In  a  state  of  humble  submission  to  his  heav- 
enly Father,  he  waited  until  his  change  come; 
awhile  previous  to  his  death,  he  invited  his  wife-j 
little  son  David,  and  surrounding  friends  to  his 
bedside  and  committed  them  to  the  protection  of 
the  Lord;  and  assured  them  that  he  was  ready^ 
willing,  and  w^aiting  for  the  summons  of  death  ! 
that  his  trust  was  in  the  Lord,  and  he  had  noth- 
ing to  fear.'^  He  bid  them  "farewell,''  and  fell 
asleep  in  the  arms  of  his  Redeemer^  without  a 
sigh  or  groan. 

Thus  ended  the  days  of  the  Rev.  David  Con^ 
YOU,  in  Brownsville,  Pa.,  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1847,  aged  65  years,  after  49  year's  service  in 
the  cause  of  the  Lord,  and  his  remains  was  fol* 
lowed  the  next  day,  to  its  silent  tomb^  by  a  hum-* 
ber  of  friends,  much  lamented  by  all  \  Mai*k 
the  perfect,  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end 
of  that  man  is  peace." 
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A  FUNERAL  SERMON, 
On  the  decease  of  the  Revs.  D.  F.  Davis 

AND   ThOS.  WoODfON, 

Preached  at  the  Annual  Conference  in  the 
City  of  Zanesville,  Oct.  22d,  at  3,  P.  M., 
By  a.  R.  Green. 

Text. — Numb.  23d  Chap,  IQth  v.  Let  me 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous^  and  let  my  last 
end  he  like  hisP^ 

Dear  Brethren  and  fellow-laborers  in  the  pa- 
tience  and  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  :  Wo 
are  called  upon  to  memorize  two  of  our  fellow  sol- 
diers, two  who  have  lived  with  us,  and  in  this  cause 
have  we  stood  side  by  side,  and  enjoyed  ihe  pleas- 
ures and  sorrows,  as  well  as  the  troubles  and  afflic^ 
tions  of  an  iiinerant  life  together !  But  ihey  are 
gone,  quit  the  field  at  the  summons  of  their  Master, 
and  have  gone  to  their  reward!  And  whilst  wc 
look  around  and  behold  the  several  breaches  which 
has  been  made  in  our  ministerial  ranks  this  year,  it 
is  with  emotions  of  joy  and  griet  that  your  unwor- 
thy servant  shall  attempt  to  address  you. 

We  can  but  say  that  joyful  emotions  swells  our 
heart,  when  we  remember  that  our  beloved  brethren 
have  left  this  sin-distempered  world,  to  breathe  in 
the  pure  air  of  heaven !  And  sorrow  swells  our 
breast  and  causes  our  eyes  to  flow,  when  we  con- 
sider the  flattering  pospects  which  we  entertained  of 
the  abundant  good  that  the  Church  might  real/ze 
from  the  labors  of  those  energetic  servants  of  Christ 
Jioxxx  these  considerations,  as  of  others  which  pre^ 
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sent  themselves  to  my  view,  I  must  confess  that 
the  duty  of  this  present  hour,  rests  upon  your  un- 
worthy servant  with  a  prep  )nderance,  and  unless  ai- 
ded by  the  Holy  Spirit,  ghali  fail  to  give  satisfaction 
on  this  solemn  and  mofnentous  occasion. 

O  that  the  Lord  may  grant  the  blessed  influence 
of  his  Spirit  to  so  atrengihen  and  enlighten  the  raind 
of  his  servant  that  His  great  name  may  be  glorified, 
and  his  people  edified,  and  sinners  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 
fl^The  author  of  our  text  ^^as  a  Frophet,  the  son  of 
Beor,  lived  in  ihe  ciiy  of  Peihor,  upon  the  Euphra- 
tes. As  to  the  character  of  this  Prophet,  a  variety 
of  opinions  exist,  some  supposing  that  he  was  nO 
more  than  a  rnaaician  ;  others  hold  that  he  was  a 
worshipper  of  the  true  God.  Be  that  as  it  may,  he 
is  called  a  Prophet  by  the  Apostle,  2  Pet.  2  c.  15v. 

The  occasion  out  of  which  these  words  appear  to 
have  grown  was,  the  King  of  the  Moabites  became 
much  alarmed  at  the  nuaiber  of  the  children  of  Is- 
rael, and  formed  a  notion  that  if  he  could  get  the 
Prophet  to  curse  them,  lest  they  should  overpower 
them,  and  take  possession  of  the  land.  The  re- 
ward was  great,  and  the  Prophet  was,  no  doubt 
willing  to  receive  it  ;  but  after  all  his  efforts,  even 
to  the  crushing  of  his  foot,  in  attempting  to  force  the 
ass,  by  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  he  makes  several  ef- 
forts to  gratify  Balak,  and  all  unavailing.  He  breaks 
out  in  words  thus  How  shall  I  curse  whom  God 
hath  not  cursed  ?  or  how  shall  I  defy  whom  the 
Lord  hath  not  defied?  For  from  the  top  of  the  rocks 
I  see  him,  and  from  the  hills  I  behold  him,  lo  the 
people  shall  dwell  alOne,  and  shall  not  be  reckoned 
among  them.    Who  can  count  the  dust  of  Jacob,  and 


118 


the  number  of  the  fourth  part  of  Israel,  Let  me  die 
the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be 
like  his/' 

Whatever  was  the  design  of  the  Prophet,  he  at 
this  time  spoke  the  language  of  candor  ;  and  wheth- 
er be  lived  the  life  of  the  righteous  or  not,  doubt- 
less, he  desired  to  die  their  ceath. 

Our  business  shall  be  then,  1st,  To  notice  that 
death  is  the  certain  lot  of  all.  2d,  What  is  implied 
in  the  word  righteous.' 

In  the  2d  place,  we  shall  strive  to  show  the  death 
of  the  righteous. 

Ist,  A  peaceful  Death.  2d,  A  jojful  Death.  3d, 
A  hopeful  Death.  4ih,  A  triumphant  and  victorious 
Death.    5ib,  and  lastly,  The  end  of  the  righeoQs. 

In  our  elucidation  of  the  portion  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  under  consideration,  I  shall  use  all  the 
brevity  which  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of, 
and  in  a  concise  manner  lake  up  the  sfveral  items  of 
my  discourse. 

Isi,  Death  the  certain  lot  of  all  men.  The  sen- 
tence which  fell  Irom  the  lips  of  the  Lord  in  ihe 
garden  of  Eden,  '  Dust  thou  art,  and  to  dust  thou 
shalt  return;'  this  truth  is  accomplished  in  all  Adams's 
progeny,  wiih  very  few  exceptions  ;  as  in  the  case 
of  Enoch  and  Elijah,  who  were  taken  out  of  the 
world  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  to  encourage  the 
servants  of  the  Lord,  to  endure  hardness,  and  serve 
their  Master  in  a  crooked  and  perverse  generation, 
with  the  blessed  assurance  of  a  better  world  !  Pa- 
triarchs, Prophets,  and  Kings  all  combine  in  testify, 
ing  to  the  frailty  of  man.  Abraham  said  *'  I  am  but 
dust  and  ashes."  Gen.  chap.  18,  v.  27.  And  again, 
*.*-Alan  that  is  born  of  a  woman,  is  of  few  days,  aQ(} 
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full  of  trouble.  He  comeih  forth  liKe  a  flower,  and 
is  cut  down  ;  he  fleeth  also  as  a  shadow  and  contia- 
ueth  not."  Job  i4c.  I,  2v.  "  When  a  few  years  are 
cbnae,  then  I  shall  go  the  way  whence  I  shall  not 
return."  Job  16c,  22v. 

The  Prophet  says  "All  flesh  is  grass,  and  the 
glory  of  man  as  the  flowers  of  grass."  Isa.  4c.  6v. 
This  truth  is  so  visibly  demonstrated,  my  beloved 
hearers,  that  we  cannot  turn  our  eyes  but  what  wo 
see   the  efi'ects  of  mortality  displayed.    None  so 
high  as  to  escape  !  none  so  low  as  to  be  forgottea  1 
none  so  bold  or  mighty  as  to  withstand  the  arrows 
of  death  !  or  none  so  small  or  pitiable  as  to  cause 
him  to  turn  aside  the  fatal  blow  !    From  the  aged 
sire  to  the  helpless  infant,  all  in  the  appointed  lime 
are  subject  to  the  dread  command  and  summons 
thereof !    Such  being  the  case,  may  the   Lord  aid 
us  in  making  preparation  for  that  solemn  hour  ! 
**  Infinite  joy  or  endless  woe, 
Depends  on  every  breath ; 
And  yet  how  unconcerned  we  go, 
Upon  the  brink  of  death  !" 

2nd.  The  righteous.  We  shall  not  consume  time 
to  call  in  question  the  diflferent  kinds  of  righteous. 
But  righteousness  consists  in  a  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  enjoined  upon  us,  by  a  righteous  and 
holy  Being.  Noah  was  found  righteous  before  God, 
when  he  built  the  Ark  according  to  the  directions 
that  the  Almighty  ,  give  him.  Gen.  7c*  8 v.  Jesui 
said  *•  If  any  man  'will  hear  these  afeyings  of  mine 
add  dd  them,  he  is  like  a  man  tha%  built  his  house 
opon  a  rock  ;  and/^he  floods  came  and  rain  descen? 
ded  and  beat  upon  that  house  but  it  fell  not."  Then 
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we  have  a  very  clear  view  of  wliat  is  iroplied  in  the 
word  righteous, 

in  a  word,  to  obey  God,  is  to  be  righteous,  obedi- 
ence in  repentance  ;  obedience  in  btjlieving  ;  obe- 
dience in  loving  and  serving  the  Lord.  God  grant 
that  we  who  compose  this  congregation  njay,  not 
only  in  death,  but  through  life,  have  the  approval  of 
the  Judge  of  this  righteousness,  through  Him  "who 
hath  loved  us,  and  washed  us  in  his  own  blood  !"  I 
shall  proceed  on  the  second  part  to  notice  the  death 
of  the  righteous  under  their  several  heads.  And 

Istj  The  death  of  the  righteous  is  a  peaceful  one. 
The  Psalmist  says  "  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  be* 
hold  the  upright  ;  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 
Whatever  may  be  the  trials  of  the  righteous  in  their 
passage  through  life  ;  howsoever  they  may  be  sur- 
rounded  with  poverty  and  distress,  in  this  graund 
where  sorrow  grows;  iheir  closing  scene  is  tran- 
quil and  comfortable.    No   corroding  fears  causes 
them  to  shrink  back  frum  Jordan  ;  friends  may  be 
dear,  children  clinging  to  them,  and  tender  compan- 
ions court  their  stay.    But  they  give  them  all  up, 
and  with  the  poet  can  say 

"  Give  joy,  or  grief,  give  ease,  or  pain, 

Take  life  or  friends  away  ; 
Bat  let  me  find  them  all  again, 
In  that  eternal  day  !" 
And  although  the  officer  Death  comes  to  the  rigk- 
teous,  yet  he  comes  a  welcome  messenger,  having 
peace  with  God  through  our   Lord  Jesus  Cbri«t : 
There  is  no  condemnation  to  them,"  Rom,  8«.  It. 
And  although  the  Christian  has  to  pass  through  the 
valley  and  the  shadow  of  death,  they  shall  have  a 
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ckeerfal  voyage.  "For  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod  and 
thy  staff  comfort  me." 

"  Wailing  to  receive  thy  spirit, 
Lo,  the  Savior  slands  above  ; 
Shows  the  purchase  of  his  merit, 
Reaches  out  the  crowa  of  love," 
Blessed   death !  peace    vi^ith   God !  peace  with 
men!  and  in  this  peace  they  swiftly  pass  through 
the  gates  of  death,  nor  feel  the  terrors  of  the  mon- 
ster as  ihey  pass  ! 

2nd,  We  are  to  notice  the  death  of  the  righteouSi 
a  joyful  one.  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous! 
The  righteous  man  in  his  pilgrimage,  has  occasion 
often,  to  adopt  the  words  of  his  Master,  "  The  foxes 
have  holes,  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the 
Son  of  Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head."  La- 
zarus like,  they  are  often  poor  and  afflicted,  and  are 
laid  at  rich  men's  gates  ;  but  when  death  approaches, 
a  convoy  of  angels  comes  to  the  righteous ;  and  as 
death  unlocks  the  tenement  of  clay  ;  his  joyful  spiiT 
it  is  admitted  into  the  company  of  angels,  and  in 
ecstacy  they  cry 

"  Lend,  lend,  your  wings,  I  mount,  I  flyj 
O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory, 
O  death,  where  is  thy  sting  !" 
When  Jacob  saw  the  wagons  and  the  provisions 
sent  from  his  son,  though  bending  over  his  staff  with 
age,  hi^  spirit  revived  within  him,  and  he  said,  "It 
is  enough,  I  will  go  and   see  him."    So  with  the 
righteous,  when  they  are  informed  by  their  guide^ 
that  the  chariot  has  come  for  them  ;  they  will  joyful- 
ly go  and  see  that  Friend  who  said     I  go  to  pre- 
pare a  place  for  you,  and  will  come  again,  and  re- 
ceive you  to  myself,  that  where  I  am  there  you  shall 
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be  also."  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  that  such 
rich  provision  haih  been  made  for  our  death,  that 
we  can  ride  in  Christ's  chariot  up  to  the  city  of  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem.  Yes!  blessed  be  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  has  gone  before  us,  and 
sweetened  the  grave,  took  death's  sting  away  from 
the  righteous  ;  and  sent  the  Holy  Ghost  to  animate 
and  cheer  the  Christian,  till  he  is  permitted  to 
join  the  sacramental  host  on  the  bank  of  deliverance! 
Joyful  death  !  God  nrant  it  to  be  ours  ! 

3d.  The  death  of  the  righteous  is  a  hopeful  one. 
"  For  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that  he 
shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth.  And 
though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet 
in  my  flesh  I  shall  see  God  :  Whom  I  shall  see  for 
myself,  and  mine  eyes  shall  behold,  and  not  for  an- 
other." Job  19c.  25,26,27v.  ^*  The  righteous  hath 
hope  in  his  death."  Prov.  14c.  32v.  Whatever  may 
be  the  afflictions  or  poverty  of  the  righteous,  in  do. 
ing  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Whatever  the'gloom 
which  may  obstruct  their  sky,  and  cause  them  to 
cry  out 

"  Dark  nights  and  clouds,  and  gloomy  fears, 
The  dragons  often  roar ; 

But  while  the  gospel  trump  we  hear. 
We'll  press  to  Canaan's  happy  shore." 

In  all  these  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors 
through  Him  who  hath  loved  us.  The  hope  of  the 
righteous  is  founded  on  the  promises,  relations  and 
perfections  of  God  ;  and  on  the  meritorious  offices 
and  intercessions  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  is 
called  by  the  apostle  a  lively  hope,  "  Blessed  be  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which 
according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten  us 
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again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the  resurrection  of  Je- 
sus Christ  from  the  dead  "  1  Pet.  Ic.  3v.  Although 
Jordan  lay  between  the  children  of  Israel  and  the 
promised  land  ;  yet  they  had  the  promise  of  a  safe 
guard,  "  an  Angel  to  go  before  and  keep  them  in  the 
way,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  place  prepared  for 
them."  Ex.  23c.  20/. 

The  righteous  hath  a  great  expectation  of  getting 
to  another  and  better  world.  They  have  a  trusty 
good  friend  gone  before  into  the  world  which  death 
carries  them,  therefore  they  hope  in  God.  The 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  passed  before,  opened  up  the 
way  for  the  ransomed  to  return  to  Zion.  A  weigh- 
ty trial  they  have  to  undergo,  "  As  it  is  appointed 
unto  man  once  to  die,  but  after  this  the  judgment.' 
Heb.  9  c.  27  v.  But  the  righteous  have  all  to  hope 
and  nothing  to  fear. 

Life's  duty  done,  as  sinks  the  clay. 
Light  from  its  load  the  spirit  flies  ; 
While  heaven  and  earth  combine  to  say, 
*  How  blest  the  righteous  when  he  dies."' 
The  Lord  is  Judge  and  King  of  the  land,  and  He 
is  the  Advocate  of  the  righteous,  therefore  they  ex 
pect  to  have  a  joyful  entrance  into  the  kingdom.  Pa- 
rents, husbands,  wives  and  children  have  passed  on 
before,  and  the  righteous  expects  to  meet  them  in 
that  heavenly  land  !    Shall  this  be  the  case  ?  Yea, 
the  friends  of  Jesus  shall  meet. 

"  There  friends  shall  meet  again 

Who  have  loved — who  have  loved  ; 
Our  embraces  shall  be  sweet, 
When  we  each  other  greet, 
At  our  great  Redeemer's  feet. 

Who  have  loved— who  have  loved." 
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Are  the  righteous  expecting  to  be  free  from  all 
pain  and  affliction,  when  they  die  ?  and  will  they 
realize  their  hope  1  Hear  the  answer  from  heaven, 
"  These  are  they  which  come  out  of  great  tribula- 
tion, and  have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Zamb.  Therefore  are 
they  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  ihey  shall  hun- 
ger no  more  ;  neither  thirst  any  more  ;  neither  shall 
the  sun  nor  any  heat.  For  the  Zamb  which  is  in 
the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  lead  them  unto  foun« 
tains  of  living  waters  ;  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all 
tears  from  their  eyes."  Rev.  7c.  14,  15,  16,  17v.  0 
the  blessed  hope  of  the  righteous, 

JMy  hope  is  full,  O  glorious  hope, 
Of  immortality." 

Surely  it  is  a  hopeful  hour,  when  the  wife  re- 
ceives the  intelligence  from  a  loving  husband  to 
come  home.  But  never  was  there  such  a  faithful 
and  sincere  husband  as  Him  who  calls  the  righteous 
his  spouse.  Cant.  5c.  Iv.,  and  again,  Let  us  be 
glad  and  rejoice,  and  give  honor  to  Him  ;  for  the 
marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath 
made  herself  ready.  And  to  her  was  granted  that 
she  should  be  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  clean  and  white, 
for  the  linen  is  the  righteousness  of  saints."  I  think 
the  voice  of  our  Beloved  will  be  so  kind,  when  he 
calls  his  righteous  servants,  that  they  will  be  able 
to  say 

Meet  I  am  for  the  great  reward, 
The  great  reward  I  know  is  mine  ; 
Conce,  O  my  sweet  redeeming  Lord, 
Open  those  loving  arms  of  thine, 

And  take  mc  up  thy  face  to  see. 

And  let  me  die  to  live  with  thee." 
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With  these  reflections  upon  the  hope  of  the  righte- 
ous in  a  dying  hour,  well  might  the  Prophet  say, 
♦*  Let  me  die  the  d -aih  of  the  righteous."  May  the 
Lord  grant  h  to  be  ours. 

4ih.  The  dea.h  of  the  righteous  triumphant  and 
victorious!    When   contemplaiing  the  humiliating 
soene  of  death  !  when  we  view  the  body  pale,  life- 
less, and  deid  ;  we  are  caused  to  wonder   if  it  is 
posbibk  thit  a  man!  a  wor  n  of  the  dust  can  be  call 
ed  a  conq  leror  ia  death!    And  were  we  left  to  our 
own  wild  anl  speculative  ideas  upon  the  subject; 
we  should  sifik  uiuiei  the  weight,  and  conclude  our- 
selves lost !    Bjt  thanks  be  to  our  heavenly  Father, 
who  hath  given  us  a  blesr,ed  revelation,  and  through 
the  resurrection  of  our  blessed  Savior,  and  the  testi- 
mony of  his  ancient  servants,  as  well  as  those  of 
modern  days,  has  dispelled  the  darkness  froui  our 
minds,  and  the  righteous  are  often  heard  to  say, 
"  I  am  glad  that  I  am  born  to  die." 
Although  Enoch  and  Elijah  had  the  company  of 
God,  and  Elijah  had  the  testimony  that  they  pleased 
Him,  I  fancy  that  they  never  achieved  so  great  a 
victory  over  the  world  as  in  the  day  when  God  took 
them  !    Often  had  the  Prophet  felt  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord,  whilst  doing  his  Master's  will,  but  never  was 
there  such  a  complete  and  triumphant  victory  as  th© 
day  the  chariot  of  fire  came  down  !   View  him  going 
to  Jordan,  and  with  his  mantle  smote  the  waters  and 
they  give  away  hither  and  thither.  Behold  the  righte- 
ous walking  over  on  dry  ground.  And  while  he  talk- 
ed with  Elisha,  there  appeared  "  a  chariot  of  fire,  and 
horses  of  fire  and  parted  them  both  asunder  ;  and 
Elijah  went  up  by  a  whirlwind  into  heaven  I"  Earth- 
ly monarchs  have  been  escorted  in  triumph  by  mor- 
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ul  men.  They  have  been  honored  to  ride  in  char- 
iots of  brsss,  of  iron,  &c.,  but  never  was  a  monarch 
blessed  on  this  eanh  vs'iih  such  a  triumphant  and 
victorious  an  escort,  as  this  old  servant  of  the  Lord, 
from  dens  and  caves;  frora  wandering  in  sheep  skins 
and  sometimes  even  fleeing  from  the  face  of  a  wo* 
man,  yet  in  his  exit  glorious  and  iriurrphant  ;  draven 
by  the  immortal  siecds  of  glory,  escorted  by  the  an* 
gels  of  God,  to  a  habitation  prepared  for  the  righ- 
teous. But  my  beloved  brethren  v/e  need  not  tarry 
long  among  the  Prophets  in  describing  the  dijath  of 
ihe^  righteous  triumphant  but  wirh  the  poet  we  can 
say 

*'  Hosanna  to  the  Prince  of  Li^ht, 
That  clothed  him>el{  in  clay, 

Entered  the  iron  gates  of  death, 
And  lore  the  bands  away." 
'*  1  am  He  ihatliveih  snd  was  dead  ;  and  behold 
I  am  alive  forever  nrore,  Amen  !  and  have  the  keys 
of  hell  and  of  death."  Rev.  1  c.  18  v.  If  our 
Kir.g  has  the  keys  of  hell  ani  death,  what  is  there 
10  prevent  his  subjects  of  triumphing  over  death? — 
Again  the  sting  of  death  is  sin  ;  and  the  strength 
of  sin  is  the  law.  •*  But  thanks  be  to  God  which 
givelh  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
1  Cor.  15c.  56,  57v. 

The  righteous  have  been  conquerors,  through  ail 
past  time,  for  says  the  Scripture  *A11  things  are  yours, 
and  ye  are  Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God's.'  Li/e  and 
death  are  included  in  the  things  that  are  to  be  the 
christians,  and  if  death  is  in  the  righteous'a  posses- 
sion, it  is  only  a  servant  to  wait  upon  the  people  of 
GoJ,  he  can  but  open  the  gate,  and  by  it  the  weary 
pilgrim  is  released  from  the  troubles  and  afllictions 
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of  ihis  life  !  Then  we  ,  .can  say  wiihihe  Prophet, 
"Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous." 

5lh.  And  lastly,  we  shall  consider  the  death  of 
the  righteous. — "  Let  nny  last  end  be  like  his."  The 
end  of  the  righteous  is  a  glorious  end.  I  fancy  my 
brethren,  that  the  righteous  will  find  the  day  that 
their  summons  will  come  for  them  to  be  a  good  day, 
because  they  die  to  live  again. 

"  Death  is  the  gate  to  endless  joy," 
And  "  he  that  believeth  in  me  though  he  were  dead 
yet  shall  he  live."    John,  chap.  9,  verse  44. 

But  let  us  contemplate  what  is  implied  in  the  end 
of  the  righteous.  It  is  not  an  end  of  their  jdys* 
Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled  ;  ye  believe  in 
God,  believe  also  in  me."  **  In  my  Father's  house 
are  many  mansions  ;  if  it  were  not  so  I  would  have 
told  you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if 
1  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again 
and  receive  you  unto  myself ;  that  where  I  am, 
there  ye  may  be  also."  John,  15c.  1,  2,  3v. 
**  And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know 
Thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom 
thou  hast  sent."  "  Father  I  will  that  they  also 
whom  thou  hast  given  me  be  with  me  where  I  am, 
that  they  may  behold  my  glory  which  thou  hast  giv- 
en me  ;  for  thou  lovedst  me  before  the  foundation 
of  the  world."    John.  17c.  3,  4v. 

The  righteous  are  now  sowing  in  tears,  but  when 
they  die  they  go  to  reap  their  reward  in  joy.  "Well, 
done  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  into  the  joys 
of  thy  Lord."  Mat.  chap.  25,  verse  23.  Time 
would  fail  us  in  attempting  to  adduce  all  the  testi- 
mony of  the  sacred  Scriptures  upon  this  interesting 
portion  of  our  discourse.    It  is  not  dispossessing 
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the  righteous  of  their  treasure.  They  hav'e  laid  op 
their  treasure  above,  and  ihey  have  to  pass  through 
the  vale  of  death  to  get  their  treasure. 

We  seon  shall  pass  the  vple  of  death  ; 
In  Jesus  arms,  I  lose  my  breaih, 
And  ihen  my  happy  soul  shall  lell, 
My  Jesus  has  done  all  things  r.  eli." 

*'  Lay  up  for  yourself  treasure  in  heaven  where 
moth  doth  not  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  cannot 
break  through  and  steal ;  for  where  your  treasure 
18.  there  will  your  heart  be,'-  says  our  blessed  Lord« 
And  the  wise  man  says,  "  The  day  oi  death  is  bet- 
ter than  the  day  of  one's  binh.'*  Eccles.  7  c. 'I  v. 

Jesus  can  make  a  dying  bed, 
Feel  soft  as  downy  pillows  are, 
While  on  his  breast  I  lean  my  head 
And  bieaihe  my  life  out  s\yee\\y  \heje.'^ 

If  Christ  is  wi:h  the  righteous  in  their  last  end, 
§urely  it  is  a  good  and  glorious  end  to  be  in  tht 
righteous  man's  lot  when  he  leaves  the  woild  !  W© 
must  conclude,  we  are  lost  in  wonder  at  the  un- 
bounded goodness  of  God  toward  us!  that  such  am- 
ple provisions  hath  been  made,  that  we,  poor,  defiled 
and  unTvorihy  creatures  should  be  thus  honored  in 
our  end  :  The  Lord  grant  that  our  end  may  be  that 
of  the  righteous.' 

Reflections. —  1st  The  brethren  to  whose  memory 
t^e  now  speak,  were  of  the  little  flock  called  '*  th« 
righteous,"  and  although  they  had  their  difficulties  in 
this  life,  from  a  knowledge  of  their  general  deport- 


m^nt,  they  showed  that  they  had  been  with  Qbxl^H 
and  learned  of  Him. 

Thejr  both  soviet  and  found  pea^se  with  QoA 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  their  youthful  days; 
served  their  generation,  and  though  but  in  the  bloom 
of  manhood  and  the  meridian  of  life,  they  are  gather- 
ed to  the  fathers;  have  finished  their  work,  and  doubt^ 
less  are  gone  to  that  land  where  the  inhabitants  shall 
no  more  say  I  am  sickt 

"Sickness  and  sorrow,  pain  and  death, 
Are  felt  and  feared  no  more !" 
2nd.  Their  death^was  peaceful.   These  servanU^ 
of  the  Lord  were  so  well  resigned  to  the  dispensa* 
tion  of  Divine  Providence,  that  brother  Woodson, 
before, he  left  his  congregation  to  go  home  and  die, 
walked  to  the  Church  and  etood  in  the  altar,  taking 
thtt  hands  of  the  members  one  by  one  and  assuring 
them  that  the  hand  they  then  shook  would  never 
more  be  clasped  by  them  till  they^struck  the  immor- 
tal hands  on  the  blessed  field  of  glory !   And  broth- 
er Davis  preached  to  his  congregation  on  the  Sab« 
bath^before  he  died  from  Revelations,  "He  that 
overcometh  will  I  give  to  eat  •f  the  hidden  manna, 
and  will  give  him  a  white  stone,  and  in  the  stone  a 
new  name  written,"  &c.  Chap.  2, 17v.  They  spoko 
>  of  their  decease,  and  when  death  made  his  appearances 
they  gathered  up  their  feet,  and  like  Jacob  fell  a- 
*  i^kep  in  peace. 

I  leave  the  world  without  a  tear, 
Save  for  the  friends  I  love  so  dear,  ^ 
To  heal  their  sorrows  Lord  descendi 
And  to  the  friendless  prove  a  friends 
3rd.  And  they  were  joyful  in  death.   Truly  fxori 


the  testimony  of  many  they  were  wit)^  tho  ,aj^tl$ 
^ojM  in  their  last  moments  I  ^  ^ 

To  see  the  christian  as  he  dios, 

With  glory  in  his  view ! 
To  heaven  he  lifts  his  longing  ©yes 
^       And  bids  the  world  adieu ! 

^hile  friends  are  weeping  all  arouBt}, 

And  loth  to  let  him  go ! 
He  shouts  with  his  expiring  breath 
And  leaves  theni  all  below. 
^  4lh.^  But" again  they  were  hopeful  in  death,— 
-When  converging  on  the  subject,  they  always  gave 
alBCiple  satisfaction  of  their  hope  of.  heaven.    "  I 
kave  been  long  fighting  for  that  city  was  the  lan- 
guage, and  111  soon  be  ihere,"  with  McKe©dree> 
they  could  say 

"If  this  be  death;  I  soon  shall  be^ 
From  every  pain  and  sorrow  free  ! 
I  shall  the  King  of  glory  see 
All  is  well.'' 

6th.  Ahd  lastly,  their  death  was  victorious  mi 
their  end  glorious. 

Conversing  on  the  subject  of  death,  with  all  calm- 
ness and  composure  of  christian  assurance,  we  are 
informed,  like  St.  Paul  they  said,  "I  have  fought  a 
good  fight,  I  have  kept  the  faith  ;  I  have  finishedVmy 
course,  henceforth  there  is  a  crown  laid  up  for  me, 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  righteous  Judge  which  he 
will  give  me,  and  not  only  me  but  all  tjiat  ^lovelh  his 
appearance."  Brethren  let  us  then  take  courage  ; 
fight  on,  the  crown  we  shall  obtain  1  Qur  beloved 
brethren  have  gone  but  a  short  distance  bofere  us; 
perhaps  before  another  conference  year   pay  roll. 
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ground,  many  of  iB  who  compose  this  Aanual  Oon?. 
ference,  will  join  the  moving  millions  on  the  other 
shore.  The  song  of  victory  may  if  faithful  servants 
io  our  God,  burst  from  these  lips  of  ours !  and  we 
join  with  the  immortal  choir  Tto  sing  "  to  Him  that 
hath  loved  us  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His 
own  blood,  be  glory,  and  honor,  and  don^inion,  for 
ever  and  ever.'*  Yea,  the  battle  is  fought,  the  victo- 
ry vron,  with  our  fellow  soldiers!  No  more  shall  they 
sit  in  our  assembly  in  the  church  below  i  No  more 
shsll  their  melodious  voices  charm  our*ears  in  the 
chuch  militant !  No  more  shall  signers  be  alarmed 
by  their*penetrating  voices  from  the  ssftsred  de^k ;  but 
bkssed  be  the  name  of  our  God,  we  shall  by  grace 
neet  to  part  no  more !  joyful  thought !  Glorious 
anticipation !  And  God  shall  wipe  all  tears  froni 
tkeir  eyes  ;  and  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  nei« 
ther  sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither  3hall  there  be  any 
more  pain,  for  the  former  things  are  passed  away. 
Kni  he  that  sat  upon  the  throne  said,  behold  I*make 
Jill  things  new."  Rev.  chap.  21,  verses  4,  5.  The 
Lord  grant  us  the  guidance  of  his  Holy  Spirit^  to 
lead  us  into  all  righteousness  in  life,  that  we  may 
jdie  the  death  of  the  righteous.*^  We  can  but  adop^ 
x\kQ  language  of  the  poet  in  conclusion, 

And  can  we  the  words  of  their  exit  forget ! 
Oh,  no,  they  are  fresh  in  our  memory  yet. 
An  example  so  brilliant  shall  never  be  lost. 
We'll  fall  in  the  work,  we'll  die  at  our  post ! 

1^  Am^P* 
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